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STATE OF NEW YORK

2033--A
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 9, 2013

Introduced by Sen. LAVALLE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when

printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Hi gher Education -- recom
mtted to the Conmttee on Hi gher Education in accordance with Senate
Rule 6, sec. 8 -- comittee discharged, bill anmended, ordered

reprinted as anended and reconmtted to said comrttee

AN ACT to anend the education |aw and the state finance law, in relation
to establishing the higher education conmunity service opportunity act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |law is anmended by adding a new article 14-B
to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 14-B
H GHER EDUCATI ON COVMUNI TY SERVI CE OPPORTUNI TY ACT
SECTI ON 696. SHORT TI TLE.
696- A. LEQ SLATI VE FI NDI NGS.
696- B. DEFI NI TI ONS.
696- C. COUNCI L ON HI GHER EDUCATI ON COWMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTU
NI TY.
696- D. RECOGNI TI ON OF COVMUNI TY SERVI CE ACTI VI Tl ES.
696- E. REPORTS.
S 696. SHORT TITLE. THIS ACT SHALL BE KNOAN AND MAY BE Cl TED AND
REFERRED TO AS THE "H GHER EDUCATI ON COVMUNI TY SERVI CE OPPORTUNI TY ACT."
S 696-A. LEGQ SLATIVE FINDINGS. THE LEG SLATURE HEREBY FINDS AND
DECLARES THAT PRESSING SOCIAL NEEDS AND PROBLEMS REMAIN UNMET AND
UNSOLVED DESPI TE THE GREATEST EFFORTS OF GOVERNMENT, AND THAT THE DESI RE
OF ALL AMERI CANS TO ADDRESS THESE PROBLEMS REMAI NS RESOLUTE. THE LEQ S-
LATURE ALSO FI NDS THAT ALL AMERI CANS HOLD THE KEYS TO | MPROVED COVMUNI -
TIES AND BETTER CI Tl ZENSHI P THROUGH SERVI CE TO STATE AND COUNTRY THAT
AFFI RVS THEIR SHARED VALUES AND HOPES. AS WELL, THE LEQ SLATURE FI NDS
THAT ClVIC AND SOCI AL RESPONSI BI LITY CAN BEST BE LEARNED BY PARTIC

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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| PATION | N COMWUNI TY ORGANI ZATI ONS AND | N SERVI CE TO THOSE CI TI ZENS WHO
DEMONSTRATE SOCI AL NEED, SUCH AS THE ELDERLY, THE INFIRM THE POOR, THE
HOVELESS AND THE DI SENFRANCHI SED.

THE LEG SLATURE AFFIRMS | TS COW TMENT TO AND DECRI ES ANY DI M NUTI ON
OF PUBLI C SUPPORT OF POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ON | N NEW YORK STATE, IN THE
FORM OF DI RECT SUBSI DI ES OF PUBLI C I NSTI TUTI ONS, GRANTS TO | NDEPENDENT
I NSTI TUTI ONS, AND GENERAL AWARDS OF STUDENT FINANCIAL AID. |IT FURTHER
FINDS THAT STUDENTS BENEFI T FROM SUCH SUPPORT THROUGHOUT THE COURSE OF
THEI R LI VES AND CAREERS BY | NCREASED OPPORTUNI TY, ENHANCED EARNI NG PONER
AND THE PROSPECT OF UPWARD SOCI AL MOBILITY; THAT IN RETURN FOR TH S
ASSI STANCE AND I TS RESULTI NG ADVANTAGES STUDENTS OWNE SOVE FORM OF
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO THE SOCI ETY THAT HAS HELPED SUSTAIN THEM AND THEIR
DREANS.

THE LEQ SLATURE THEREFORE FI NDS THAT UNMET SOCI AL NEEDS AND THE DESI RE
OF THOSE WHO HAVE BENEFI TTED FROM SCOCI ETY' S ASSI STANCE W TH THEI R EDUCA-
TION TO RETURN SOVETH NG TO SOCI ETY ARE NOT EXCLUSI VE OF ONE ANOTHER;
THAT PRESSI NG HUMAN, EDUCATI ONAL, ENVI RONVENTAL AND PUBLI C SAFETY NEEDS
CAN BE MET BY OFFERI NG STUDENTS THE OPPORTUNI TY TO REPAY THEI R DEBT BY
HELPI NG TO MEET THOSE NEEDS BEFORE, DURI NG OR AFTER THEI R POSTSECONDARY
ACADEM C CAREERS W THOUT DI SPLACI NG EXI STI NG WORKERS.

S 696-B. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN TH S ARTI CLE, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS
SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS UNLESS OTHERW SE SPECI FI ED:

1. "COMVUNI TY SERVI CE" SHALL MEAN SERVI CE WHI CH | S DESI GNED TO | MPROVE
THE QUALITY OF LI FE FOR COVWUNI TY RESI DENTS OR TO SOLVE PARTI CULAR PROB-
LEMS RELATED TO THEI R NEEDS | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIMTED TO,  SUCH FI ELDS
AS HEALTH CARE, CH LD CARE, SERVICES TO THE ELDERLY, THE DI SABLED AND
THE I NFIRM LI TERACY TRAINING  EDUCATI ON, WELFARE, SOCI AL SERVI CES,
TRANSPORTATI ON, HOUSI NG AND NEI GHBORHOOD | MPROVEMENT, PUBLI C SAFETY,
VOLUNTEER FI RE AND AMBULANCE SERVICE, CRIME PREVENTION AND CONTROL,
RECREATI ON, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, COMVUNI TY | MPROVEMENT, CAREERS | N PUBLIC
SERVI CE, AND PUBL| C ADVOCACY.

2. "COUNCI L" SHALL MEAN THE COUNCIL ON H GHER EDUCATION COVWUNI TY
SERVI CE  OPPORTUNI TY CREATED BY SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED NI NETY-SI X-C OF TH' S
ARTI CLE.

3. "CRITI CAL SHORTAGE AREA" SHALL MEAN ANY GEOGRAPHI CAL AREA DESIG
NATED BY THE COUNCIL ON H GHER EDUCATI ON COMMUNI TY SERVI CE OPPORTUNI TY
AS HAVI NG A SHORTAGE OF PERSONS QUALIFIED TO FILL UNMVET EDUCATI ONAL,
HEALTH CARE, HUMAN SERVI CE, ENVI RONVENTAL OR PUBLI C SAFETY NEEDS.

4. "CRITICAL SHORTAGE OCCUPATI ON' SHALL MEAN ANY OCCUPATI ON, PROFES-
SION, TRADE OR VOCATI ON DESI GNATED BY THE COUNCIL ON H GHER EDUCATI ON
COMVUNI TY SERVI CE OPPORTUNI TY AS HAVI NG AN | NSUFFI CI ENT NUVMBER OF QUALI -
FIED PERSONNEL TO FILL UNMET EDUCATI ONAL, HEALTH CARE, HUVAN SERVI CE,
ENVI RONVENTAL COR PUBLI C SAFETY NEEDS.

5. "PUBLI C SUPPCORT FOR PCSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ON' SHALL | NCLUDE AWARDS
TO STUDENTS UNDER THE TU TlI ON ASSI STANCE PROGRAM PURSUANT TO SECTI ON Sl X
HUNDRED SI XTY-SEVEN OF THI S TI TLE, TAX DOLLARS APPROPRI ATED FOR PUBLI C
I NSTI TUTI ONS, AND STUDENT FI NANCI AL Al D DERI VED FROM STATE AID TO | NDE-
PENDENT COLLEGES AND UNI VERSI TI ES PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE ONE HUNDRED TWEN-
TY-NINE OF TH S CHAPTER

S 696-C. COUNCI L ON H GHER EDUCATI ON COVMUNI TY SERVI CE OPPORTUNI TY. 1.
THERE | S HEREBY CREATED W THI N THE HI GHER EDUCATI ON SERVI CES CORPORATI ON
A COUNCI L ON H GHER EDUCATI ON COMMUNI TY SERVI CE  OPPORTUNI TY  CONSI STI NG
OF FOURTEEN MEMBERS AS FOLLOWG: THE COW SSI ONER, THE COMM SSI ONER OF
HEALTH, THE COWM SSI ONER OF THE OFFI CE OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES,
THE COWM SSI ONER  OF ENVI RONVENTAL  CONSERVATI ON, THE DI RECTOR OF THE
STATE OFFI CE FOR THE AG NG THE CHANCELLOR OF THE STATE UN VERSITY OF
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NEW YORK, THE CHANCELLOR OF THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK, AND THE
PRESI DENT OF THE H GHER EDUCATI ON SERVI CES CORPORATI ON OR THEIR DESI G
NEES UNDER WRITTEN DESI GNATIQON;, AND SI X ADDI TI ONAL  MEMBERS TO BE
APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, | NCLUDING TWO MEMBERS APPO NTED UPON THE
RECOMVENDATI ON OF THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND TWO MEMBERS
APPO NTED UPON THE RECOMVENDATI ON OF THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY. THE
COUNCI L SHALL | NCLUDE AT LEAST ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF AN | NDEPENDENT
I NSTI TUTI ON  OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON AND AT LEAST ONE STUDENT. DUE CONSI DER-
ATION SHALL BE G VEN TO THE APPO NTMENT OF MEMBERS RECOGNI ZED FOR THEIR
EXPERTISE IN THE FIELDS OF EDUCATION AND COVWUN TY SERVI CE | SSUES.
MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L SHALL DESI GNATE ONE OF THE APPO NTED MEMBERS AS
CHAI RPERSON AND ONE AS VI CE CHAI RPERSON. THE PRESI DENT OF THE H GHER
EDUCATI ON SERVI CES CORPCRATI ON SHALL SERVE AS CH EF ADM NI STRATI VE COFFI -
CER OF THE COUNCI L. THE COUNCI L SHALL TERM NATE SEPTEMBER FIRST, TWO
THOUSAND SI XTEEN.

2. THE COUNCIL SHALL MEET ONCE EACH ANNUAL QUARTER AND AS FREQUENTLY
AS | TS BUSI NESS MAY REQUI RE. THE APPO NTED MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L SHALL
BE REIMBURSED FOR THEIR REASONABLE AND NECESSARY TRAVELI NG AND OTHER
EXPENSES | NCURRED | N THE PERFORMANCE OF THEI R OFFI CI AL DUTI ES. NO ADDI -
TI ONAL COMPENSATI ON FOR SERVI CES RENDERED PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE SHALL
BE RECEI VED BY MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L.

S 696-D. RECOGNI TI ON OF COWUNI TY SERVI CE ACTI VI TIES. 1. EACH STUDENT
VWHO ATTENDS A POSTSECONDARY | NSTI TUTI ON I N THE STATE OF NEW YORK SHALL
BE DEEMED TO HAVE | NCURRED AN OBLI GATION TO THE Cl TI ZENS OF NEW YORK FOR
AN ALLOCABLE SHARE OF STATE SUPPORT FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ON. SUCH
OBLI GATI ON SHALL BE MET THROUGH | NVOLVEMENT | N NOT' LESS THAN FORTY HOURS
OF COWLNI TY SERVI CE ACTIVITIES PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE WTH N TEN
YEARS AFTER THE STUDENT CEASES TO BE A STUDENT; PROVI DED, HOWAEVER, THAT
A STUDENT MAY APPLY COVWMUNI TY SERVI CE CREDI TS ACCRUED PRI OR TO OR DURI NG
H S OR HER PCSTSECONDARY ACADEM C CAREER TOMWARD FULFI LLI NG SUCH SERVI CE
OBLI GATION. WTHI N ONE YEAR AFTER THE STUDENT CEASES TO BE A STUDENT, HE
OR SHE SHALL APPLY TO THE COUNCI L, ON SUCH FORM AS THE COUNCI L SHALL
PRESCRI BE, FOR APPROVAL OF A COVWUNI TY SERVI CE OPTION TO FULFILL SUCH
OBLI GATION.  SUCH FORM SHALL | NCLUDE AN ELECTI ON TO FULFI LL THE OBLI -
GATI ON PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION FOUR OF TH S SECTI ON.

2. THE COUNCI L SHALL (A) MAINTAIN AN I NVENTORY OF COMMUNITY SERVI CE
OPPORTUNI TIES ELI G BLE FOR CONSI DERATI ON, | NCLUDI NG A LI ST OF CRI Tl CAL
SHORTAGE AREAS OF NEW YORK STATE AND A LI ST OF CRITI CAL SHORTAGE OCCUPA-
TIONS; (B) ESTABLI SH A SCHEDULE OF THE RELATIVE DOLLAR VALUE OF EACH
COMPONENT  OF COVMUNI TY SERVI CE AGAI NST WHI CH A STUDENT' S OBLI GATI ON NVAY
BE AMORTI ZED, (C) ESTABLI SH A TI ME PERI OD DURI NG WHI CH THE STUDENT SHALL
FULFI LL THE OBLI GATI ON.

3. A STUDENT MAY APPLY TO THE COUNCIL FOR APPROVAL OF A COWUN TY
SERVI CE COMPONENT OF HS OR HER OMWN DESI GN. | F THE COUNCI L ACCEPTS SUCH
COMVUNI TY SERVI CE COVMPONENT, | T SHALL ESTABLI SH A RELATI VE DOLLAR VALUE
AS PROVI DED | N PARAGRAPH (B) OF SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI' S SECTI ON.

4. IN THE EVENT A STUDENT ELECTS NOT' TO BECOME | NVOLVED IN A COVWUNI TY
SERVI CE OPTI ON OR FAI LS TO SATI SFACTORI LY FULFILL H S OR HER OBLI GATI ON,
THE COUNCIL SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO RECOVER FROM THE STUDENT AN AMOUNT TO
BE DETERM NED BY THE FORMULA:

INVWCH"A" IS THE AMOUNT OF REPAYMENT; "B'" IS THE VALUE OF THE
STUDENT' S ALLOCABLE SHARE OF PUBLI C SUPPORT FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ON;
“"T" IS THE TOTAL NUMBER OF MONTHS IN THE STUDENT' S PERI CD OF OBLI GATED
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SERVI CES AS ESTABLI SHED BY THE COUNCIL; AND "S" IS THE NUMBER OF MONTHS
OF SERVI CE ACTUALLY RENDERED BY THE STUDENT. ANY AMOUNT WH CH THE COUN-
ClL I'S ENTI TLED TO RECOVER UNDER THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL BE PAID WTHI N
THE TEN- YEAR PERI OD SPECI FI ED I N SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF THI S SECTI ON.

5. THE COUNCIL SHALL ESTABLI SH A H GHER EDUCATI ON COVWWUNI TY SERVI CE
LOAN PROGRAM TO PROVI DE LOW | NTEREST LOANS FOR STUDENTS WHO MAKE A
COW TMENT TO ENGAGE IN COMUNI TY SERVI CE. SUCH LOANS SHALL BE FUNDED BY
THE H GHER EDUCATI ON COVWUNI TY SERVI CE OPPORTUNI TY TRUST FUND ESTAB-
LI SHED BY SECTI ON NI NETY- NI NE-V OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW I N THE EVENT
A STUDENT FAILS TO FULFILL H'S OR HER COWUNI TY SERVI CE COVM TMENT, ANY
LOAN PROVI DED UNDER THI S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL BECOVE DUE AND PAYABLE IN
FULL, | NCLUDI NG RENVAI NI NG PRI NCI PAL AND | NTEREST; PROVI DED FURTHER THAT
THE COUNCI L SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO RECOVER A PENALTY EQUAL TO THE | NTEREST
ON THE FULL AMOUNT OF THE ORI G NAL LOAN.

6. THE COUNCI L SHALL ESTABLI SH CRI TERI A WHEREBY A STUDENT MAY, BEFORE
OR DURING H S OR HER POSTSECONDARY ACADEM C CAREER, ENGAGE | N COVWUNI TY
SERVI CE AND ESTABLI SH CREDI TS WHI CH CAN BE APPLI ED TO THE SERVI CE OBLI -
GATI ON UPON GRADUATI ON.

7. AMOUNTS RECOVERED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SIONS FOUR AND FIVE OF TH S
SECTI ON SHALL BE DEPCSI TED IN THE H GHER EDUCATION COVMUNITY SERVI CE
OPPORTUNI TY TRUST FUND ESTABLI SHED BY SECTI ON NI NETY- NI NE-V OF THE STATE
FI NANCE LAW

8. ANY OBLIGATION TO COWLY WTH PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT SHALL BE
CANCELLED UPON THE DEATH OF THE STUDENT. THE COUNCIL SHALL ESTABLI SH
CRITERIA FOR THE WAl VER OR SUSPENSI ON OF ANY FI NANCI AL OBLI GATI ON WHI CH
WOULD | NVOLVE EXTREME HARDSHI P.

9. THE COUNCI L SHALL DEVELOP A PROGRAM TO ESTABLI SH EFFECTI VE COMMUNI -
TY SERVI CE CONNECTI ONS BETWEEN | NSTI TUTIONS OF H GHER EDUCATI ON AND
THEIR RESPECTIVE COVWUNITIES. |IT SHALL OVERSEE THE DI SSEM NATI ON OF
| NFORMATI ON REGARDI NG EXI STING COMWUNI TY SERVICE OPPORTUNI TIES, MAKE
COVWUNI TY SERVICE CONNECTI ONS BETWEEN STUDENTS AND THE COVMUNI Tl ES,
ENCOURAGE THE | NTEGRATION OF PUBLIC AND COVWMUNITY SERVICE |NTO THE
CURRI CULUM  PROVI DE GUI DANCE AND COORDI NATION, MONI TOR AND EVALUATE
COVWMUNI TY SERVI CE PROGRAMS AND ACTI VI TIES, PROMOTE THE CONTI NUATION OF
PUBLIC AND COWUNI TY SERVI CE, AND ENCOURAGE LENDERS TO DEVELOP LOWI N
TEREST LOAN PROGRAMS FOR POSTSECONDARY STUDENTS AS AN | NCENTI VE TO SEEK
QUT COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES BEFORE, DURI NG AND AFTER THEIR
ACADEM C CAREERS.

S 696-E. REPORTS. 1. A STUDENT WHO ELECTS TO FULFILL H'S OR HER OBLI -
GATION THROUGH COWMUNITY SERVI CE SHALL REPORT TO THE COUNCI L, ON FORMS
PRESCRI BED BY | T, AT THE END OF EACH CALENDAR YEAR OF SUCH SERVICE, AS
TO THE PERFORMANCE OF THE COVMMUNI TY SERVI CE CONTI NUI NG UNTI L THE STUDENT
SHALL HAVE COWPLETED, OR IT | S DETERM NED HE OR SHE SHALL NOT BE OBLI -
GATED TO COWLETE, SUCH SERVI CE OBLI GATI ON.

2. THE COUNCI L SHALL REPORT BY SEPTEMBER FI RST OF EACH YEAR TO THE
GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE
ASSEMBLY AND THE CHAI RS OF THE FI SCAL AND HI GHER EDUCATI ON COW TTEES OF
THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY ON THE PROGRESS OF THE PROGRAM AND THE RECEI PTS,
DI SBURSEMENTS AND BALANCES IN THE H GHER EDUCATION COMMUNITY SERVI CE
OPPORTUNI TY TRUST FUND.

S 2. The state finance |law is anended by adding a new section 99-v to
read as foll ows:

S 99-V. H GHER EDUCATI ON COVMUNI TY SERVI CE OPPORTUNI TY TRUST FUND. 1.
THERE |S HEREBY CREATED IN THE JO NT CUSTODY OF THE STATE COVPTROLLER
AND THE COWM SSI ONER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE A FUND TO BE KNOAWN AS THE
H GHER EDUCATI ON COVMUNI TY SERVI CE OPPORTUNI TY TRUST FUND.
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2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF MONI ES SPECI FI CALLY APPROPRI ATED BY THE
LEG SLATURE FOR | MPLEMENTI NG OR SUPPORTING THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE
FOURTEEN-B OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW MONI ES DEPGCSI TED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI -
SI ON FOUR OF SECTION SI X HUNDRED NI NETY-SI X-D OF THE EDUCATION LAW
MONI ES DERIVED FROM PRI VATE G FTS, BEQUESTS AND DONATI ONS; AND FEDERAL
FUNDS SPECI FI ED FOR COVWWUNI TY SERVI CE ACTI VI TIES; AND ANY OTHER MONI ES
CREDI TED OR TRANSFERRED THERETO FROM ANY OTHER FUND OR SOURCES PURSUANT
TO LAW

3. MONIES OF THE FUND, FOLLOW NG APPROPRI ATI ON BY THE LEQ SLATURE AND
ALLCOCATI ON BY THE DI RECTOR OF THE BUDGET, SHALL BE AVAI LABLE FOR SUPPORT
OF ACADEM C PERFORMANCE AWARDS PROVI DED BY SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF SECTI ON
SI X HUNDRED FI VE OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW

4. MONIES SHALL BE PAYABLE FROM THE FUND ON THE AUDI T AND WARRANT OF
THE COVMPTROLLER ON VOUCHERS APPROVED BY THE CHI EF ADM NI STRATI VE OFFI CER
OF THE COUNCI L ON HI GHER EDUCATI ON COVMUNI TY SERVI CE OPPORTUNI TY.

S 3. This act shall take effect Septenber 1, 2014, provided, however,
that sections 696-d and 696-e of the education |aw, as added by section
one of this act, shall take effect Septenber 1, 2015.



