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STATE OF NEW YORK

1803
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 9, 2013

I ntroduced by Sens. ESPAILLAT, CARLUCCI, KRUEGER, MONTGOVERY, PERKI NS,
SAMPSON -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be
conmitted to the Comm ttee on El ections

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to designating the state
and city universities of New York as participating agencies for voter
registration form distribution and assistance, and permtting inde-
pendent institutions of higher education to do the sane upon request

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The openi ng paragraph of section 5-211 of the election |aw,
as anended by chapter 200 of the laws of 1996, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

Each agency designated as a participating agency under the provisions
of this section shall inplenent and adni ni ster a program of distribution
of voter registration forms pursuant to the provisions of this section.
The follow ng offices which provide public assistance and/or provide
state funded prograns prinmarily engaged in providing services to persons
with disabilities are hereby designated as voter registrati on agencies:
desi gnated as the state agencies which provide public assistance are the
department of [social services] FAMLY ASSI STANCE and the departnent of
heal t h. Al so designated as public assistance agencies are all agencies
of local government that provide such assistance. Designated as state
agencies that provide progranms primarily engaged in providing services
to people with disabilities are the departnent of |abor, office for the
agi ng, division of veterans' affairs, office of mental health, office of
vocational and educational services for individuals with disabilities,
comm ssion on quality of care for the nentally disabled, office of
nmental retardation and devel opnental disabilities, comm ssion for the
bl i nd and visual |y handi capped, office of alcoholismand substance abuse
services, the office of the advocate for the disabled and all offices

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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whi ch adm ni ster prograns established or funded by such agencies. Addi -
tional [state] PARTI Cl PATI NG agenci es designated as voter registration
offices are the departnent of state [and], the [division] D STRICT
OFFI CES of THE workers' conpensati on BOARD, AND ALL | NSTI TUTI ONS OF THE
STATE UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK AND THE CI TY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK; AND
ANY DEGREE- GRANTI NG | NSTI TUTI ON OF Hl GHER EDUCATI ON DESCRI BED | N ARTI -
CLES ONE HUNDRED FIFTEEN, ONE HUNDRED  TWENTY- ONE, ONE  HUNDRED
TVENTY- THREE, ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-SI X AND ONE HUNDRED TWENTY- NI NE OF
TITLE VII OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW WH CH ELECTS TO BE A PARTI Cl PATI NG AGENCY
BY FI LING WTH THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS A NOTICE IN WHCH | T MAKES
SUCH AN ELECTI ON. Such agencies shall be required to offer voter regis-
tration fornms to persons wupon initial application for services, FOR
PARTI Cl PATION I N ACTIVITIES OR FOR USE OF FACI LI TIES, AND UPON renewal
or recertification for services, PARTICI PATION I N ACTI VI TIES OR USE OF
FACILITIES, and UPON change of address relating to such services,
PARTI CI PATION IN ACTIVITIES OR USE OF FACILITIES OF THE AGENCY. Such
agenci es shall al so be responsible for providing assistance to appli-
cants in conpleting voter registration fornms, receiving and transmtting
the conpleted application formfromall applicants who wi sh to have such
form transmtted to the appropriate board of el ections. The state board
of elections shall, together with representatives of the UN TED STATES
departrment of defense, develop and inplenent procedures for including
recruitnment offices of the armed forces of the United States as voter
regi stration offices when such offices are so designated by federal |aw
The state board OF ELECTIONS shall also make request of the United
States [Imm gration and Naturalization Service] CITIZENSHIP AND | MM -
GRATION SERVICES to include applications for registration by mail wth
any materials which are given to newcitizens. Al institutions of the
state university of New York and the city university of New York, shall,
at the beginning of the school year, and again in January of a year in
whi ch the president of the United States is to be elected, provide an
application for VOTER regi stration to each student in each such institu-
tion. The state board of elections may, by regulation, grant a waiver
fromany or all of the requirenents of this section to any office or
program of an agency, if it determnes that it is not feasible for such
of fice or programto adm ni ster such requirenent.

S 2. Subdivision 4 of section 5-211 of the election |aw, as added by
chapter 659 of the laws of 1994, is amended to read as foll ows:

4. Each participating agency shall provide to each applicant who does
not decline to register to vote the sane degree of assistance wth
regard to the conpletion of the registration application formas is
provi ded by the agency with regard to the conpletion of its own form
unl ess the applicant refuses such assistance. ALL I NSTITUTI ONS OF THE
STATE UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK AND ALL DEGREE- GRANTI NG | NSTITUTIONS OF
H GHER EDUCATI ON DESCRI BED | N ARTI CLES ONE HUNDRED FI FTEEN, ONE HUNDRED
TVENTY- ONE, ONE HUNDRED TWENTY- THREE, ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-SIX AND ONE
HUNDRED TWENTY-NI NE OF TI TLE VII OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW WH CH HAVE ELECTED
TO BE PARTI Cl PATI NG AGENCI ES PURSUANT TO THE OPENI NG PARAGRAPH OF THI S
SECTI ON SHALL ALSO PROVI DE SUCH LEVEL OF ASSI STANCE TO EACH PERSON WHO
W SHES TO COVPLETE AN APPLI CATI ON FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT.

S 3. The opening paragraph of subdivision 8 of section 5-211 of the
el ection | aw, as anended by chapter 659 of the |aws of 1994, is anmended
to read as foll ows:

Each participating agency, departnent, division or office that makes
avai |l abl e voter registration forns OR ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLI CATIONS, OR
BOTH, pursuant to this section shall offer with each application for the



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 1803 3

services or assistance, PARTICI PATION IN ACTIVITIES OR USE OF FACI LI TIES
of such agency, departnent, division or office and with each recertif-
i cation, renewal or change of address formrelating to such service or
assi stance, PARTICH PATION IN ACTIVITIES OR USE OF FACILITIES, a regis-
tration formtogether wth instructions relating to eligibility to
register and for <conpleting the form except that forns used by the
department of [social services] FAMLY ASSI STANCE for the initial appli-
cation for services, renewal or recertification for services and change
of address relating to such services shall physically incorporate a
voter registration application in a fashion that permts the voter
registration portion of the agency formto be detached therefrom ALL
I NSTI TUTI ONS OF THE STATE UN VERSI TY OF NEW YORK AND ALL DEGREE- GRANTI NG
I NSTI TUTI ONS OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON DESCRIBED |IN ARTICLES ONE HUNDRED
FI FTEEN, ONE HUNDRED TWENTY- ONE, ONE HUNDRED TWVENTY- THREE, ONE HUNDRED
TWENTY- SI X AND ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-NINE OF TI TLE VII OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW
VWH CH HAVE ELECTED TO BE PARTI CI PATI NG AGENCI ES PURSUANT TO THE OPENI NG
PARAGRAPH OF THI' S SECTI ON SHALL ALSO OFFER EACH SUCH APPLI CANT AN APPLI -
CATI ON FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT. Such voter registration application shal
be designed so as to ensure the confidentiality of the source of the
application. Included on each participating agency's application for
services or assistance or on a separate formshall be:

S 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw, provided however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the addition, amendnment and/or repeal of any rules or regulations
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
authori zed and directed to be made and conpleted on or before such
effective date.



