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STATE OF NEW YORK

1604
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 9, 2013

Introduced by Sens. GRI SANTI, MAZI ARZ, SEWARD -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be commtted to the Conmittee on Labor

AN ACT to anend the labor law, in relation to authorized absences by
menbers of volunteer fire departnments and vol unteer anbul ance squads
who respond to states of energency

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The labor law is anended by addi ng a new section 202-1 to
read as foll ows:

S 202-L. LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR VOLUNTEER EMERGENCY RESPONDERS. 1.
DURI NG THE TI ME THAT AN EMERGENCY EXI STS FOLLOW NG A DECLARATI ON OF SUCH
EVERGENCY PURSUANT TO SECTI ON TWENTY- FOUR OR TVENTY- El GHT OF THE EXECU
TI VE LAW AN EMPLOYEE MAY REQUEST AND SHALL BE GRANTED A LEAVE OF
ABSENCE FROM H' S OR HER EMPLOYER WHI LE ENGAGED | N THE ACTUAL PERFORMANCE
OF HS OR HER DUTIES AS, (A) A VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER, OR (B) AN ENROLLED
MEMBER OF A VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SERVI CE PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE THI RTY OF
THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW

2. THE ENTI RE PERI OD OF THE AUTHORI ZED LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED PURSU-
ANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE EXCUSED LEAVE AND SHALL NOT BE CHARGED
AGAlI NST ANY OTHER LEAVE TO WHI CH SUCH EMPLOYEE | S ENTI TLED.

3. UPON THE EMPLOYER S REQUEST, AN EMPLOYEE WHO HAS BEEN GRANTED A
LEAVE OF ABSENCE | N ACCORDANCE W TH THI S SECTION SHALL PROVIDE H'S OR
HER EMPLOYER W TH A NOTARI ZED STATEMENT FROM THE HEAD OF THE VOLUNTEER
FI RE DEPARTMENT OR VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SERVI CE, AS APPLI CABLE, CERTI FY-
ING THE PERIOD OF TIMg, OR TIMES, THAT SAI D EMPLOYEE RESPONDED TO AN
EVMERGENCY PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

4. NOTHI NG SET FORTH IN THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO | MPEDE,
INFRINGE OR DIM N SH THE RI GHTS AND BENEFI TS WHI CH ACCRUE TO EMPLOYEES
THROUGH BONA FI DE COLLECTI VE BARGAI NI NG AGREEMENTS, OR OTHERW SE DI M N-
| SH THE | NTEGRI TY OF THE EXI STI NG COLLECTI VE BARGAI Nl NG RELATI ONSHI P.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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5. AN EMPLOYER SHALL NOT' RETALIATE AGAINST AN EMPLOYEE FOR THEI R
SERVI CE AS AN ENROLLED MEMBER OF A VOLUNTEER FI RE DEPARTMENT OR VOLUN-
TEER AMBULANCE SQUAD OR FOR OBTAINING A LEAVE OF ABSENCE UNDER THI S
SECTI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



