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2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 9, 2013

Introduced by Sen. DIAZ -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Aging

AN ACT to anend the elder law, in relation to requiring establishnment of
nodel community prograns for |ocal agencies, including a nodel tele-
phone reassurance program and a nodel visiting programfor elders

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The elder law is anended by adding a new section 203-a to
read as foll ows:

S 203-A. MODEL COVMUNI TY PROGRAMS. | N ORDER TO ENCOURAGE THE DEVELOP-
MENT OF ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAM5S THAT PROMOTE AG NG WTH DIGNITY IN
COWUNI TIES, THE OFFICE SHALL DEVELOP MODEL COVMUNI TY PROGRAMS TO BE
DI STRI BUTED UPON REQUEST TO LOCAL AREA AGENCIES ON AG NG AND COWMUNI TY
BASED ORGANI ZATI ONS. SUCH MODEL COVMUNI TY PROGRAMS SHALL | NCLUDE THE
FOLLOW NG

1. A MODEL TELEPHONE REASSURANCE PROGRAM SHALL BE DEVELOPED TO PROVI DE
FOR THE FOLLOW NG

(A) PHONE CALLS BY THE ORGANI ZATI ON MAI NTAI NI NG THE PROGRAM TO PARTI C-
| PATI NG SENI ORS AT AN AGREED UPON TI ME EACH DAY

(B) A SECONDARY CONTACT, WHERE APPLI CABLE, TO BE CONTACTED I|F THE
SENI OR DOES NOT ANSWER THE | NI TI AL CALL AND BEFORE LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
ARE CONTACTED

(C) COORDI NATION W TH LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT TO ENSURE AN APPROPRI ATE
RESPONSE | N THE EVENT THE SENI OR CANNOT BE CONTACTED:

(D) ADVANCE CONSENT TO ACCESS TO THE HOVE BY LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT TO
DETERM NE THE STATUS OF THE SENI OR | F CONTACT W TH THE SENI OR COULD NOT
BE MADE; AND

(E) 1 NCREASED COORDI NATI ON BETWEEN THE SENI ORS UTI LI ZING THE PROGRAM
AND PROGRAM OPERATORS TO REDUCE | NClI DENTS RESULTI NG | N UNNECESSARY LAW
ENFORCEMENT RESPONSE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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2. A MODEL VI SI TI NG PROGRAM SHALL BE DEVELOPED TO PROVI DE SENI ORS W TH
A VI SI TOR WHO CAN OFFER CONTACT ON A REGULAR BASI'S AND COVPANI ONSHI P FOR
SENI ORS WHO LACK A NETWORK OF FAM LY AND FRIENDS IN THEIR COVMUNI TI ES.
THE MODEL VI SI TI NG PROGRAM SHALL | NCLUDE:

(A) METHODS TO OBTAIN VOLUNTEERS | NCLUDI NG BY PARTNERI NG W TH LOCAL
EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ONS;

(B) SYSTEMB TO SCREEN VOLUNTEERS TO BOTH ENSURE A GOCD MATCH AND
PROTECT SENI ORS | NVOLVED | N THE PROGRAM

(©) SYSTEMS TO PERI ODI CALLY CHECK ON BOTH VOLUNTEERS AND THE SENI ORS;
AND

(D) RESPONSES TO PROBLEMS THAT MAY ARI SE.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



