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STATE OF NEW YORK

9850
I N ASSEMBLY
May 27, 2014

Introduced by M of A MDONOUGH -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to bullying and cyberbullying

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The penal law is anmended by adding a new section 270.40 to
read as foll ows:

S 270. 40 BULLYI NG AND CYBERBULLYI NG

1. APERSON IS GULTY OF BULLYING WHEN HE OR SHE ENGAGES A WLLFUL
COURSE OF CONDUCT WHI CH | NVOLVES HARASSMENT OF A PERSON BETWEEN THE AGES
OF FI VE AND TVEENTY- FI VE.

2. A PERSON IS QGULTY OF CYBERBULLYI NG WHEN HE OR SHE ENGAGES I N
BULLYI NG AND HARASSMENT OF A PERSON WHO | S BETWEEN THE AGES OF FI VE AND
TVENTY- FI VE USI NG AN ELECTRONI C COVMUNI CATI ON DEVI CE.

3. I T SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO ENGAGE | N BULLYI NG OR CYBER-
BULLYING OF A PERSON OR | NDUCE ANOTHER PERSON TO ENGAGE | N SUCH BULLY-
ING | T SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO RETALI ATE AGAI NST ANY PERSON
THAT REPORTS ANY CONDUCT PROH BI TED BY THI S SECTI ON.

4. ANY PERSON WHO | S ElI GHTEEN YEARS OR OLDER OR AN EMANCI PATED M NOR
VHO VIOLATES THI'S SECTION SHALL BE GULTY OF A M SDEMEANOR, UNLESS
CHARGED AS A VI OLATI ON, AT THE DI SCRETI ON OF THE ENFORCI NG OFFI CER.

5. ANY UNEMANCI PATED PERSON UNDER THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN WHO VI OLATES
THI S SECTI ON SHALL:

(A) BE GULTY OF A VIOLATI ON, PUNI SHABLE BY A FI NE NOT EXCEEDI NG ONE
HUNDRED DOLLARS,

(B) BE GULTY OF A VICLATION, PUNI SHABLE BY A FINE NOT EXCEEDI NG TWO
HUNDRED DOLLARS ON THEI R SECOND OFFENSE, OR

(©) BE GULTY OF A M SDEMEANOR FOR EACH ADDI Tl ONAL OFFENSE.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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