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STATE OF NEW YORK

9004--A
I N ASSEMBLY
March 6, 2014

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL, BENEDETTO M LLMAN, COLTON -- read
once and referred to the Commttee on Environnental Conservation --
commttee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and
reconmtted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
public safety and wild ani mal s

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The environnmental conservation law is anmended by adding a
new section 11-0538 to read as foll ows:

S 11-0538. DI RECT CONTACT BETWEEN PUBLI C AND W LD ANI MALS PROHI BI TED.

1. AS USED IN TH S SECTI ON:

(A) "WLD AN MAL" MEANS THE FOLLOW NG LI VING WLD ANI MALS:  NONHUMAN
SI M ANS ( MONKEYS AND APES); LIONS, TIGERS, LEOPARDS (W TH THE EXCEPTI ON
OF CLOUDED LEOPARDS ( NEOFELI'S NEBULGCSA)), JAGUARS, COUGARS; CANI'S LUPUS;
AND URSI DAE; AS WELL AS ANY HYBRI D OF THESE SPECI ES.

(B) "DIRECT CONTACT" MEANS PHYSICAL CONTACT WTH A W LD ANl MAL OR
PROXIM TY TO A WLD ANl MAL WHERE PHYSI CAL CONTACT |IS PGOSSIBLE, | NCLUD-
ING BUT NOT LIMTED TO ALLON NG A PHOTOGRAPH TO BE TAKEN WTH A WLD
ANI MAL W THOUT A PERMANENT PHYSI CAL BARRI ER DESI GNED TO PREVENT PHYSI CAL
CONTACT BETWEEN THE PUBLI C AND W LD ANI MAL.

2. | T SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON LICENSED OR REQU RED TO BE
LI CENSED AS AN EXHI Bl TOR OR DEALER PURSUANT TO THE ANI MAL WELFARE ACT, 7
USC 2132-2134, | NCLUDI NG AGENTS OR EMPLOYEES OF SUCH PERSON, TO KNOW NG
LY ALLOW THE PUBLI C TO HAVE DI RECT CONTACT WTH A W LD ANI MAL.

3. ANY PERSON WHO VIOLATES THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE
SUBJECT TO A PENALTY OF NOT MORE THAN FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR THE FI RST
OFFENSE AND NOT MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR A SECOND AND SUBSE-
QUENT OFFENSES. EACH |INSTANCE OF ALLONNG DI RECT CONTACT OF A WLD
ANI MAL W TH THE PUBLIC IN VI OLATION OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL CONSTI TUTE A
SEPARATE OFFENSE.

4. NOTHING IN TH'S SECTION SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO LIM T OR RESTRI CT
VETERI NARY EXAM NATI ON, TREATMENT OR CARE OF A WLD ANl VAL OR TRANSPOR-
TATI ON OF THE ANI MAL FOR SUCH PURPCSE.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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5. NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO AFFECT ANY
PROTECTI ONS AFFORDED TO W LD ANI MALS UNDER ANY OTHER LAW

6. NOTHING IN TH'S SECTION SHALL PREVENT ANY CITY, TOA, OR COUNTY
FROM ENACTING MORE RESTRICTIVE PROVISIONS GOVERNING DI RECT CONTACT
BETWEEN W LD ANI MALS AND THE PUBLI C.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



