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ABI NANTI --  Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A MLLMAN -- read once and
referred to the Conmittee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the civil practice law and rules, in relation to the
settl enent of causes of action relating to hydraulic fracturing

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The civil practice law and rules is anmended by addi ng a new
section 5003-b to read as foll ows:

S 5003-B. SETTLEMENT OF HYDRAULIC FRACTURING CLAIMS. (A) FOR THE
PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, "HYDRAULI C FRACTURI NG' MEANS THE USE OF CHEM -
CALS, WATER AND OTHER SUBSTANCES | NJECTED OR PUVPED | NTO A NATURAL GAS
VELL TO STI MULATE THE EXTRACTI ON OF NATURAL GAS.

(B) WHEN THE PARTIES TO AN ACTION, WHICH IN ANY MANNER RELATES TO
HYDRAULI C FRACTURI NG, ACGREE TO SETTLE SUCH ACTI ON, THE TERMS OF SUCH
SETTLEMENT SHALL NOT | NCLUDE OR BE SUBJECT TO ANY NON- DI SCLOSURE AGREE-
MENT VHERE ANY FACTS DI SCLOSED I N SUCH ACTI ON RELATE TO A THREAT TO THE
PUBLI C HEALTH OR SAFETY. NO COURT SHALL APPROVE OR ALLOW ANY SETTLEMENT
OF SUCH AN ACTION, WHI CH | NCLUDES A NON- DI SCLOSURE AGREEMENT UNTI L THE
COURT HAS REVI EWVED ALL FACTS RELATED TO THE HYDRAULI C FRACTURI NG ACTI ON
TO DETERM NE WHETHER THERE 1S ANY EVI DENCE OF A THREAT TO THE PUBLI C
HEALTH OR SAFETY.

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately and shall apply to settle-
ments of actions occurring on or after such date.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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