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STATE OF NEW YORK

860
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 9, 2013

Introduced by M of A WEPRIN -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Corporations, Authorities and Conmm ssions

AN ACT to anmend the public service law, in relation to protecting resi-
dential utility custoners who make bill paynments to authorized paynent
agents, to provide for witten contracts between electric corporations
and paynent agents, and to provide for public service conmm ssion
review of the credit-worthiness of paynent agents in certain cases

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 45 of the public service law, as added by chapter
713 of the laws of 1981, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 45. Paynment agencies. 1. Autility corporation or nunicipality nay
permt its custoners to pay their bills to [a] AN AUTHORI ZED paynent
agent. The date of paynment to any such AUTHORI ZED PAYMENT agent shall be
regarded as the date of paynment to the utility or nunicipality, AND THE
PAYMENT SHALL BE REGARDED AS | F IT WERE PAI D DI RECTLY TO THE UTILITY OR
MUNI Cl PALITY ON SUCH DATE. WHERE A CUSTOVER OF SUCH UTILITY OR MUNI Cl -
PALI TY HAS PAID A BILL TO AN AUTHORI ZED PAYMENT AGENT ON OR BEFORE A
DESI GNATED DUE DATE, NO PENALTY OR EXTRA CHARGE SHALL ACCRUE ON SUCH
Bl LL FOR THE REASON THAT THE PAYMENT DI D NOT REACH THE CORPORATION OR
MUNI Cl PALI TY ON OR BEFORE THE DESI GNATED DUE DATE.

2. NO PARTY SHALL ACT AS PAYMENT OR COLLECTI ON AGENT W TH RESPECT TO
MORE THAN TWENTY RESI DENTI AL UNITS FOR THE PURPCSE OF COLLECTING AND
REM TTING TO SUCH ELECTRI C CORPORATI ON ANY CHARGES FOR ELECTRI C SERVI CE
TO SUCH RESI DENTI AL UNI' TS, I NCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO DI STRI BUTION
SERVI CE, UNLESS SUCH PARTY HAS A WRI TTEN CONTRACT W TH SUCH ELECTRI C
CORPORATI ON I N COVWPLI ANCE W TH SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF THI S SECTI ON. NOTH
ING IN TH'S SUBDIVISION SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO PREVENT ANY PERSON FROM
APPO NTI NG ANY FAM LY MEMBER, OTHER VOLUNTEER CAREG VER, OR PERSONAL

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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BUSI NESS MANAGER AS HI'S OR HER AGENT FOR PAYI NG UTILITY BILLS TO ANY
UTI LI TY CORPORATI ON.

3. NO ELECTRIC CORPORATION SHALL ENTER |INTO ANY CONTRACT WH CH
PROVI DES | N WVHOLE OR I N PART FOR COLLECTI NG AND REM TTI NG TO SUCH ELEC-
TRIC CORPORATION ANY CHARGES FOR ELECTRI C SERVI CE, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT
LI M TED TO DI STRI BUTI ON SERVI CE, UNLESS SUCH CONTRACT SHALL PROVI DE THAT
ANY PARTY ACTI NG AS A PAYMENT OR COLLECTI ON AGENT SHALL BE THE AUTHOR-
| ZED PAYMENT AGENT OF THE ELECTRI C CORPORATI ON.

4. EACH ELECTRI C CORPORATI ON VWHI CH ENTERS | NTO ANY CONTRACT SUBJECT TO
SUBDIVISION THREE OF THI'S SECTION SHALL SUBM T TO THE COW SSI ON FOR
APPROVAL EACH SUCH CONTRACT WHICH |S INTENDED TO RESULT IN OR HAS
RESULTED IN THE AUTHORI ZED PAYMENT AGENT HAVI NG IN I TS CUSTODY AT ANY
ONE TI ME MORE THAN FI FTY THOUSAND DOLLARS TO BE REM TTED TO SUCH ELEC
TRI C CORPORATI ON W TH RESPECT TO PAYMENTS RECEI VED W TH RESPECT TO RESI -
DENTIAL UNITS. THE COVM SSI ON SHALL APPROVE SUCH CONTRACTS ONLY IF IT
CONCLUDES THAT THE AUTHORI ZED PAYMENT AGENT, W TH OR W THOUT SUCH SECU
RITY AS THE COW SSION SHALL ORDER, |S CREDI T- WORTHY I N VI EW OF THE
FORESEEABLE | NDEBTEDNESS OF THE AUTHORI ZED PAYMENT AGENT TO THE ELECTRI C
CORPORATI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



