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STATE OF NEW YORK

8346-- A
I N ASSEMBLY
January 9, 2014

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Consuner Affairs and Protection -- commttee discharged,
bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and reconmitted to said
conmittee

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to requiring hear-
ing aid dispensers to provide prospective purchasers of hearing aids
with informati on pertaining to audio switch technol ogy

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraphs (f) and (g) of subdivision 2 of section 791 of
the general business |aw, as added by chapter 599 of the | aws of 1998,
are anended and a new paragraph (h) is added to read as foll ows:

(f) requirenents pertaining to the non-diagnostic testing of hearing
and sale of hearing aids at office, residential and other out of office
settings and the devel opment of environnental standards for testing at
office, residential and other out of office settings; requirenents
pertaining to tel emarketing; [and]

(g) procedures that the secretary could use to increase public aware-
ness of howto properly purchase, fit, adjust and use a hearing aid, as
well as the rights of hearing aid purchasers under state law. In addi-
tion to such duties and other duties which nmay be assigned by the secre-
tary, the board shall consult with the secretary, the conm ssioner of
education and such other persons as may be appropriate to determne the
proper level and degree of education for a hearing aid dispenser, the
type of degree and the proper educational institution to offer such
education and all other related issues[.]; AND

(H REQUI REMENTS FOR HEARI NG Al D DI SPENSERS TO PROVI DE PROSPECTI VE
PURCHASERS OR USERS OF HEARI NG AIDS W TH | NFORVATI ON | N WRI TI NG AT THE
TIME OF THE INTIAL EXAM NATION FOR THE FI TTI NG AND SALE OF HEARI NG
Al DS, REGARDI NG TELECO L, T-CO L, OR T-SW TCH TECHNOLOGY. SUCH | NFORNMA-
TI ON SHALL | NCLUDE | NFORMATI ON SUFFI Cl ENT TO ENABLE PROSPECTI VE PURCHAS-
ERS OR USERS TO MAKE AN | NFORMED DECI SI ON ABOUT PURCHASI NG HEARI NG Al DS
WTH TELECO L, T-COL OR T-SW TCH TECHNOLOGY.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subdivision 9 of section 798 of the
general business |law, as added by chapter 599 of the laws of 1998, are
anmended and a new paragraph (c) i1s added to read as foll ows:

(a) conplied with all provisions of state |laws and regul ati ons rel at -
ing to the dispensing of hearing aids; [and]

(b) has infornmed the purchaser of the address and office hours at
which the registrant shall be available for fitting or post-fitting
adj ustments and servicing of the hearing aid or aids sold[.]; AND

(O |IF THE HEARING AID HAS TELECO L, T-COL, OR T-SWTCH TECHNOLOGY,
HAS | NFORMED THE PROSPECTI VE HEARI NG Al D USER THAT SUCH HEARI NG Al D HAS
SUCH TECHNOLOGY AND, | F REQUESTED BY THE PROSPECTI VE HEARI NG AID USER
TRAI NED THE PROSPECTI VE HEARI NG Al D USER ON THE PROPER USE OF SUCH TECH
NOL OGY

S 3. Subdivision 11 of section 798 of the general business lawis
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph (i) to read as foll ows:

(1) LANGUAGE THAT VERI FI ES THAT THE HEARI NG Al D DI SPENSER | NFORMVED THE
CLI ENT PRI OR TO PURCHASE ABOUT TELECO L, T-CO L, OR T-SW TCH TECHNOLOGY
THE CLIENT MJUST INITIAL THI'S NOTICE CONFIRMNG THE HEARING AID
DI SPENSER S COWVPLI ANCE W TH THI S REQUI REMENT.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i medi ate-
ly, the addition, anendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date is
authorized and directed to be made and conpleted on or before such
effective date.



