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STATE OF NEW YORK

8236--C
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
Novenber 6, 2013

Introduced by M of A OIS, LENTO., BRAUNSTEIN, MDONALD -- read once
and referred to the Commttee on Codes -- reconmtted to the Commttee
on Codes in accordance with Assenbly Rule 3, sec. 2 -- comttee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmitted
to said commttee -- committee discharged, bill anended, ordered
reprinted as anended and reconmtted to said conmrittee -- reported and
referred to the Conmttee on Rules -- Rules Conmittee discharged, bil
anmended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommtted to the Comrttee
on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to prohibiting directing a
| aser at an aircraft

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The penal law is anended by addi ng two new sections 240.76
and 240.77 to read as foll ows:

S 240.76 DI RECTI NG A LASER AT AN Al RCRAFT | N THE SECOND DEGREE

A PERSON 1S GQULTY OF DI RECTI NG A LASER AT AN Al RCRAFT | N THE SECOND
DEGREE WHEN, W TH | NTENT TO DI SRUPT SAFE AIR TRAVEL, HE OR SHE DI RECTS
THE BEAM OF A LASER:

1. ONTO A SPECI FI C Al RCRAFT | NTENDI NG TO THEREBY DI SRUPT OR | NTERFERE
WTH SUCH AIRCRAFT | N THE SPECI AL Al RCRAFT JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE UNI TED
STATES; OR

2. IN THE | MVEDI ATE VICINITY OF AN Al RCRAFT IN THE SPECI AL Al RCRAFT
JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE UNI TED STATES, AND:

(A) THE CALCULATED OR MEASURED BEAM | RRADI ANCE ON THE Al RCRAFT, OR IN
THE | MMVEDI ATE VICINITY OF THE Al RCRAFT, EXCEEDS LIM TS SET BY THE FAA
FOR THE FAA- SPECI FI ED LASER FLI GHT ZONE ( NORVAL, SENSI TIVE, CRITICAL, OR
LASER- FREE) WHERE THE Al RCRAFT WAS LOCATED; AND (B) A PILOT IN THE | LLU
M NATED Al RCRAFT FI LES A LASER | NCl DENT REPORT W TH THE FAA.

3. AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(A) THE TERM "LASER' SHALL MEAN ANY DEVI CE DESI GNED OR USED TO AMPLI FY
ELECTROVAGNETI C RADI ATI ON BY STI MULATED EM SSI ON THAT EM TS A BEAM AND

(B) THE TERM "FAA" SHALL MEAN THE FEDERAL AVI ATI ON ADM NI STRATI ON.

4, THIS SECTION DOES NOT PROH BIT DI RECTING A LASER BEAM AT AN
Al RCRAFT, OR IN THE | MMEDI ATE VICINI TY OF AN Al RCRAFT, BY:

(A) AN AUTHORI ZED | NDI VI DUAL | N THE CONDUCT OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-
MENT OR FLIGHT TEST OPERATI ONS CONDUCTED BY AN Al RCRAFT MANUFACTURER,
THE FAA, OR ANY OTHER PERSON AUTHORI ZED BY THE FAA TO CONDUCT SUCH
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT OR FLI GHT TEST OPERATI ONS; OR

(B) MEMBERS OR ELEMENTS OF THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE OR
THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HOVELAND SECURI TY ACTING I N AN OFFI Cl AL
CAPACITY FOR THE PURPCSE OF RESEARCH, DEVELOPNMENT, OPERATI ONS, TESTI NG
OR TRAINING OR

(C) AN INDI VIDUAL | N AN EMERGENCY SI TUATI ON USI NG A LASER TO ATTRACT
THE ATTENTI ON OF AN Al RCRAFT FOR BONA FI DE RESCUE PURPCSES; OR

(D) AN | ND VIDUAL WHOSE LASER OPERATI ONS HAVE BEEN SUBM TTED TO AND
REVI EWVED BY THE FAA, VHEN:

(1) THE FAA HAS | SSUED A LETTER NOT OBJECTI NG TO THE LASER USE; AND

(1) THE LASER | S OPERATED | N CONFORM TY W TH THE FAA SUBM SSI ON.

DI RECTI NG A LASER AT AN Al RCRAFT IS A CLASS A M SDEMEANCR.

S 240.77 DI RECTI NG A LASER AT AN Al RCRAFT I N THE FI RST DEGREE.

A PERSON IS GUILTY OF DI RECTI NG A LASER AT AN AIRCRAFT IN THE FIRST
DEGREE WHEN HE OR SHE COW TS THE CRI ME OF DI RECTI NG A LASER AT AN
Al RCRAFT I N THE SECOND DEGREE I N VI OLATION OF SECTION 240.76 OF TH'S
ARTI CLE AND THEREBY CAUSES A S| GNI FI CANT CHANGE OF COURSE OR OTHER SERI -
QUS DISRUPTION TO THE SAFE TRAVEL OF AN Al RCRAFT THAT THREATENS THE
PHYSI CAL SAFETY OF THE Al RCRAFT' S PASSENGERS OR CREW

DI RECTI NG A LASER AT AN Al RCRAFT IN THE FIRST DEGREE IS A CLASS E
FELONY.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of November next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



