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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 20, 2013

Introduced by M of A PEOPLES-STOKES -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Tourism Parks, Arts and Sports Devel oprment

AN ACT to anend the econom c developnent law, in relation to creating
the Enpire State baseball trails program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The econom c devel opnent |law is anended by adding a new
article 5-F to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 5-F
EMPI RE STATE BASEBALL TRAILS PROGRAM
SECTI ON 181- F. LEGQ SLATI VE | NTENT.
181- G DEFI NI Tl ONS.
181-H GENERAL FUNCTI ONS, POAERS AND DUTI ES OF THE COWM SSI ONER.
S 181-F. LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. THE LEQ SLATURE RECOGNI ZES THAT PROFES-
S| ONAL BASEBALL HAS HI STORI CALLY PLAYED AN | MPORTANT ROLE | N THE ECONOM
| C AND CULTURAL LIFE OF THE STATE. THE PUBLI C | S GENERALLY FAM LI AR W TH
THE TWO MAJOR LEAGUE TEAMS I N NEW YORK CI TY, AS WELL AS WTH THE BASE-
BALL HALL OF FAME |IN COOPERSTOMWN. THERE | S MJUCH LESS PUBLI C AWARENESS
THAT NEW YORK STATE IS ALSO THE HOVE OF TH RTEEN PROFESSI ONAL M NOR
LEAGUE AND | NDEPENDENT LEAGUE TEAMS SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE STATE. GREAT-
ER PUBLIC AWARENESS OF THESE TEAMS AND THEI R GAME SCHEDULES HAS THE
POTENTI AL TO SI GNI FI CANTLY ADD TO THE STATE' S TOURI SM TRADE. THE M NOR
LEAGUE AND | NDEPENDENT LEAGUE TEAMS ARE SMALL BUSI NESSES THEMBELVES, AND
COULD HELP TO DRAW I N- STATE AND OUT- OF- STATE TOURI STS TO THEI R RESPEC-
TI VE AREAS OF NEW YORK, THEREBY | NCREASI NG HOTEL, RESTAURANT AND OTHER
TOURI ST RELATED SMALL BUSINESSES. IT IS, THEREFORE, THE I NTENT OF TH S
LEG SLATURE TO HAVE CREATED A PROGRAM VWHI CH W LL SYSTEMATI CALLY PROMOTE
NEW YORK M NOR LEAGUE AND | NDEPENDENT LEAGUE BASEBALL AS A TOURI ST
ATTRACTI ON, BY ESTABLI SHI NG A BASEBALL TRAIL PROGRAM | T IS THE FURTHER
| NTENT OF THE LEG SLATURE THAT THESE TRAILS BE LI NKED THEMATI CALLY, AND
BE CONSTRUED SO AS TO BE EASI LY TRAVELED BY TOURI STS AND BASEBALL FANS.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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THE LEG SLATURE SEEKS THE CREATI ON OF | TI NERARI ES TO Al D TRAVELERS ALONG
BASEBALL TRAILS, WH CH ALSO LI NK TOGETHER OTHER ATTRACTI ONS AND VENUES
ALONG SAID TRAILS I N ORDER TO ATTRACT VISI TORS WTH A SIMPLE AND EFFI -
CIENT TRAVEL PLAN. FURTHER IT IS THE | NTENT OF THI S LEQ SLATURE TO SEE
THAT THESE TRAI LS ARE ADEQUATELY SI GNED SO THAT TRAVELERS MAY | NDEPEND-
ENTLY FOLLOW THE TRAI L W TH EASE.

S 181-G DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN TH S ARTICLE THE FOLLOW NG DEFI -
NI TI ONS SHALL APPLY:

1. "BASEBALL TRAIL" SHALL MEAN A SERIES OF PROFESSI ONAL BASEBALL
VENUES | DENTI FI ED BY THE COWM SSI ONER, WHI CH MAY BE LI NKED BY GEOGRAPHI C
PROXI M TY AND ALI GNMVENT, AND GAME SCHEDULES.

2. "BASEBALL PASSPORT" SHALL MEAN A BOOKLET OR OTHER PUBLI CATI ON,
VWHI CH | S SPECI FIC TO THE PROFESSI ONAL BASEBALL VENUES AND GAMES OR
SURROUNDI NG ATTRACTI ONS ON A BASEBALL TRAIL, AND MAY | NCLUDE DI SCOUNTS
AND OTHER | NCENTI VES RELATED TO ATTENDI NG BASEBALL GAMES AND VI SI TI NG
THE BASEBALL VENUES AND ATTRACTI ONS ON THE BASEBALL TRAI L.

S 181-H GENERAL FUNCTI ONS, POWERS AND DUTI ES OF THE COW SSI ONER. 1.
THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT AN "I LOVE NY BASEBALL"
PROMOTI ON PROGRAM THE COWM SSI ONER, | N CONJUNCTI ON W TH THE COWM SSI O\
ER OF PARKS, RECREATI ON AND HI STORI C PRESERVATI ON AND ANY LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT OFFI Cl AL OR ENTITY, SHALL | DENTIFY A SERI ES OF BASEBALL VENUES AND
GAMES TO BE PART OF A BASEBALL TRAIL. NO FEVWER THAN TWO BASEBALL TRAILS
SHOULD BE | DENTI FI ED FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE PROGRAM | N | DENTI FYI NG
SPECI FIC VENUES AND GAMES TO BE | NCLUDED ON A BASEBALL TRAIL, SPECI AL
CONSI DERATI ON SHALL BE G VEN TO THOSE TRAI LS WHI CH PROMOTE M NOR LEAGUE
AND | NDEPENDENT LEAGUE BASEBALL. SPECI AL CONSI DERATI ON SHALL ALSO BE
G VEN TO TRAILS WHICH CAN BE LINKED TO SURROUNDI NG ARTS, CULTURAL,
H STORI CAL, ENTERTAI NMENT OR OTHER TOURI SM DESTI NATI ONS OR EXHI BI TS OF
| NTEREST TO TRAVELERS.

2. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL CAUSE TO BE DEVELOPED BASEBALL VACATI ON
| TI NERARI ES BASED ON SPECI FI C BASEBALL TRAILS, WHI CH SHALL | DENTI FY FOR
VI SI TORS BASEBALL GAMES AND SURROUNDI NG ATTRACTI ONS, RESTAURANTS, LODG
ING AND OTHER EXHI BI TS OR PLACES OF ENTERTAI NMENT AS MAY BE A PART OF
THE THEME LI NKI NG THE BASEBALL VENUES ON THE BASEBALL TRAI L.

3. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL WORK TO DEVELOP DI SCOUNT PACKAGES FOR SUCH
BASEBALL TRAILS, WH CH MAY | NCLUDE THE DEVELOPMENT OF A BASEBALL PASS-
PORT.

4. NOTHI NG SHALL PRECLUDE THE COVM SSI ONER FROM CONTRACTING WTH AN
| NDEPENDENT VACATI ON OR TRAVEL PACKAGE COVPANY TO HELP DEVELOP BASEBALL
VACATI ON PACKAGES ALONG A BASEBALL TRAI L.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



