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STATE OF NEW YORK

8056
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 17, 2013

Introduced by M of A GOLDFEDER -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to requiring health
care facilities to respect each patient's religious beliefs with
regard to the provision of care

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph (g) of subdivision 1 of section 2803 of the
public health law, as added by chapter 2 of the laws of 1988, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(g) The comm ssioner shall require that every general hospital adopt
and nake public an identical statement of the rights and responsibil -
ities of patients, including a patient conplaint and quality of care
review process, a right to an appropriate patient discharge plan, A
RI GHT TO | NDEPENDENT PERSONAL DECI SIONS PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH A OF
SUBDI VI SION  THREE OF SECTI ON TWENTY- El GHT HUNDRED THREE-C OF THI S ARTI -
CLE and, for patients other than beneficiaries of title XVilIl of the
federal social security act (nmedicare), a right to a discharge review in
accordance wth section twenty-eight hundred three-i of this article.
The form and content of such statenent shall be determ ned in accordance
with rules and regul ati ons adopted by the council and approved by the
commi ssioner. A patient who requires continuing health care services in
accordance wth such patient's discharge plan nay not be di scharged
until such services are secured or determined by the hospital to be
reasonably available to the patient. Each general hospital shall give a
copy of the statenment to each patient, or the appointed personal repre-
sentative of the patient at or prior to the tine of adm ssion to the
general hospital, as long as the patient or the appointed persona
representative of the patient receives such notice no earlier than four-
teen days before adm ssion. Such statenment shall al so be conspicuously
posted by the hospital and shall be a part of the patient's adm ssion
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LBD11503- 04- 3



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A. 8056 2

package. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to limt any
authority vested in the commi ssioner pursuant to this article related to
the operation of hospitals and care and services provided to patients.

S 2. Paragraph a of subdivision 3 of section 2803-c of the public
health | aw, as added by chapter 648 of the laws of 1975, is anended to
read as follows:

a. Every patient's civil and religious |iberties, including the right
to i ndependent personal decisions and knowl edge of available choices,
shall not be infringed and the facility shall [encourage] FACI LI TATE and
assist in the fullest possible exercise of these rights. EVERY
PATI ENT' S RELI G QUS BELI EFS SHALL BE RESPECTED W TH REGARD TO W THHOLD-
ING OR WTHDRAW NG LIFE SUSTAINING TREATMENTS, OR DI SCHARGE FROM A
FACI LI TY. | F SUCH PATI ENT | S | NCAPACI TATED, SUCH DETERM NATI ON SHALL BE
MADE BY THEI R AGENT OR SURROGATE AS APPLI| CABLE BY LAW

S 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



