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STATE OF NEW YORK

7847
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 6, 2013

Introduced by M of A GOLDFEDER -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to the obligation of
hospitals, nursing honmes, residential health care facilities, and
facilities providing health related service to provide |ife-sustaining
heal th care treatnent

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section
2994-h to read as foll ows:

S 2994-H OBLI GATI ONS OF HOSPI TAL, NURSI NG HOVE, RESIDENTIAL HEALTH
CARE FACILITY, OR FACILITY PROVI DI NG HEALTH RELATED SERVI CE. NO HOSPI -
TAL, NURSI NG HOVE, RESI DENTI AL HEALTH CARE FACI LI TY, OR FACILITY PROVI D-
| NG HEALTH RELATED SERVI CE SHALL W THHOLD OR W THDRAW LI FE- SUSTAI NI NG
HEALTH CARE TREATMENT FROM A PATIENT OR DI SCHARGE A PATI ENT FROM A
FACI LI TY OVER THE OBJECTI ON OF THE PATIENT OR, |F THE PATIENT IS | NCA-
PACI TATED, THE PATIENT'S DESI GNATED HEALTH CARE AGENT OR, WHERE THE
PATI ENT 1S | NCAPACI TATED AND HAS NOT DESI GNATED AN AGENT, THE PATIENT'S
SURROGATE HEALTH CARE DECI SI ON- MAKER AS DESI GNATED BY LAW TO MAKE HEALTH
CARE DECISIONS FOR THE PATIENT. |F THE PATIENT | S | NCAPACI TATED, THE
FACI LI TY SHALL NOT WTHHOLD OR W THDRAW LI FE- SUSTAI NING HEALTH CARE
TREATMENT FROM THE PATIENT OR DI SCHARGE THE PATI ENT FROM THE FACI LI TY
UNLESS AND UNTIL THE FACILITY HAS CONTACTED THE PATIENT'S SURROGATE
HEALTH CARE DECI SI ON MAKER TO DETERM NE | F THERE | S ANY OBJECTI ON. EVEN
I N THE ABSENCE OF ANY OBJECTI ON, NO FACILITY SHALL W THHOLD OR W THDRAW
LI FE- SUSTAI NI NG HEALTH CARE TREATMENT FROM A PATIENT OR DI SCHARGE A
PATI ENT FROM THE FACILITY | F THERE | S REASON TO BELI EVE THAT SUCH W TH
HOLDI NG OR W THDRAWAL OF TREATMENT OR DI SCHARGE |'S CONTRARY TO THE
PATI ENT' S RELI G QUS BELI EFS, UNLESS THE PATIENT HAS PROVIDED WRI TTEN
CONSENT. SUCH WRI TTEN CONSENT MJUST BE W TNESSED BY AT LEAST ONE ADULT
El GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER WHO IS NOT THE PATIENT'S HEALTH CARE
DECI SI ON- MAKER.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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