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STATE OF NEW YORK

7500
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
May 22, 2013

Introduced by M of A STECK, GOTTFRIED -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to the establishnent
of an electronic death registration system

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section
4148 to read as foll ows:

S 4148. ELECTRONI C DEATH REGQ STRATI ON SYSTEM 1. THE DEPARTMENT IS
HEREBY AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED TO DESIGN, | MPLEMENT AND MAI NTAI N AN
ELECTRONI C DEATH REGQ STRATI ON SYSTEM FOR COLLECTI NG STORI NG, RECORDI NG,
TRANSM TTI NG AMENDI NG, CORRECTI NG AND AUTHENTI CATI NG | NFORVATI ON, AS
NECESSARY AND APPROPRI ATE TO COWLETE A DEATH REQ STRATION, AND TO
GENERATE SUCH DOCUMENTS AS DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTMENT | N RELATION TO A
DEATH OCCURRI NG IN THI' S STATE. THE PAYMENT REFERENCED |N SUBDI VI SI ON
FIVE OF THIS SECTION SHALL BE COLLECTED FOR EACH BURI AL OR REMOVAL
PERM T | SSUED ON OR AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THHS SECTION FROM THE
LI CENSED FUNERAL DI RECTOR OR UNDERTAKER TO WHOM SUCH PERM T | S | SSUED,
I N THE MANNER SPECI FI ED BY THE DEPARTMENT AND SHALL BE USED SOLELY FOR
THE PURPOSE SET FORTH I N SUBDI VI SI ON FI VE OF THI S SECTI ON.

2. COWMENCI NG ON THE | MPLEMENTATI ON DATE, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REQUI RE
THAT DEATHS OCCURRING WTH N TH S STATE MUST BE REG STERED USI NG THE
ELECTRONI C DEATH REQ STRATI ON SYSTEM ESTABLI SHED I N THI S SECTI ON. ELEC-
TRONI C DEATH REG STRATI ON MAY BE PHASED I N, AS DETERM NED BY THE COW S-
SI ONER, FOR DEATHS OCCURRING | N THE STATE UNTIL THE ELECTRONI C DEATH
REG STRATI ON SYSTEM IS FULLY | MPLEMENTED I N THE STATE. AS USED IN THI S
SECTI ON, "I MPLEMENTATI ON DATE" MEANS THE FI RST DAY | N JANUARY I N THE
SECOND YEAR AFTER THI S SECTI ON BECOVES A LAW OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS
THE COW SSI ONER REASONABLY DETERM NES BY REGULATION IS FEASIBLE I N
LI GHT OF THE | NTENT OF THI S SECTI ON.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. COMMENCI NG ON THE | MPLEMENTATI ON DATE, ALL PERSONS REQUIRED TO
REG STER A DEATH OR FILE A CERTI FI CATE OF DEATH UNDER THI S ARTI CLE, AND
SUCH OTHERS AS MAY BE AUTHORI ZED BY THE COWM SSI ONER, SHALL HAVE ACCESS
TO THE ELECTRONI C DEATH REQ STRATI ON SYSTEM FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENTERI NG
| NFORMATI ON REQUI RED TO EXECUTE, COWPLETE AND FILE A CERTI FI CATE OF
DEATH OR TO RETRI EVE SUCH | NFORMATI ON OR GENERATE DOCUMENTATI ON FROM THE
ELECTRONI C DEATH REGQ STRATI ON SYSTEM  THE CONFI DENTI ALI TY PROVI SI ONS | N
SECTI ON FORTY- ONE HUNDRED FORTY-SEVEN OF THIS TITLE SHALL APPLY TO
| NFORMATI ON MAI NTAI NED IN THI S SYSTEM

4. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY PROVI SI ON OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY, COWMENCI NG ON
OR AFTER JANUARY FI RST, TWD THOUSAND FI FTEEN, OR ON SUCH DATE DETERM NED
BY THE COWM SSI ONER PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI S SECTI ON, ANY
REQUI REMENT OF THIS TI TLE FOR A SI GNATURE OF ANY PERSON SHALL BE DEEMED
SATI SFIED BY THE USE BY SUCH PERSON OF DI G TAL SI GNATURE PROVI DED SUCH
PERSON | S AUTHORI ZED | N ACCORDANCE W TH THI'S SECTION TO USE THE ELEC
TRONI C DEATH REG STRATI ON SYSTEM

5. LI CENSED FUNERAL DI RECTORS AND UNDERTAKERS SHALL SUPPORT THE ESTAB-
LI SHVENT AND MAI NTENANCE OF THE ELECTRONI C DEATH REG STRATI ON SYSTEM
THROUGH A PAYMENT, TENDERED FOR EACH BURI AL AND REMOVAL PERM T | SSUED TO
A LI CENSED FUNERAL DI RECTOR OR UNDERTAKER, IN THE AMOUNT OF TWENTY
DOLLARS, PROVI DED THAT SUCH PAYMENT SHALL BE CONSI DERED A COST OF OPERA-
TION AND THE FUNERAL DI RECTOR OR UNDERTAKER SHALL NOT CHARGE ANY ADDI -
TI ONAL FEE RELATED TO SUCH PAYMENT FOR FUNERAL OR OTHER SERVI CES.

S 2. Subdivision 1 of section 4100-a of the public health Ilaw, as
anmended by chapter 644 of the Iaws of 1988, is anended and a new subdi -
vision 5 is added to read as foll ows:

1. The term"certified copy" neans a photographic reproduction in the
form of a photocopy or a mcrofilmprint of the original certificate OR
ELECTRONI CALLY PRODUCED PRI NT OF THE ORI G NAL CERTI FI CATE, COWMMENCI NG ON
OR AFTER THE | MPLEMENTATI ON DATE UNDER SECTI ON FORTY- ONE HUNDRED FORTY-
EIGAT OF TH S TITLE, and certified by the conm ssioner, his designated
representative, a local registrar [or his deputy], DEPUTY REGQ STRAR OR
SUB- REA STRAR as a true copy thereof.

5. THE TERM "ELECTRONIC DEATH REQ STRATI ON SYSTEM' MEANS THE DATA
SYSTEM CREATED AND MAI NTAI NED BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR COLLECTI NG STORI NG
RECORDI NG, TRANSM TTI NG AMENDI NG, CORRECTI NG AND AUTHENTI CATI NG | NFOR-
MATI ON, AS NECESSARY AND APPROPRI ATE TO COWLETE A DEATH REQ STRATI ON,
AND TO GENERATE SUCH DOCUMENTS AS DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTMENT, | NCLUD-
ING PERM TS OR CERTIFICATES, RELATING TO A DEATH OCCURRING IN THI S
STATE.

S 3. Subdivision 1 of section 4140 of the public health | aw is anmended
to read as foll ows:

1. The death of each person who has died in this state shall be regis-
tered i Mmedi ately and not |ater than seventy-two hours after death or
the finding of a dead human body, by filing with the registrar of the
district in which the death occurred or the body was found a certificate
of such death, [which certificate shall be upon the forml IN A MANNER
AND FORMAT AS prescribed by the comm ssioner, WH CH SHALL | NCLUDE
THROUGH ELECTRONI C MEANS | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON FORTY-ONE HUNDRED
FORTY-EI GHT OF THI' S TI TLE.

S 4. Section 4141-a of the public health Iaw, as anended by chapter
153 of the laws of 2011, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 4141-a. Death certificate; duties of hospital adm nistrator. Wen a
death occurs in a hospital, except in those cases where certificates are
i ssued by coroners or nedical exam ners, the person in charge of such
hospital or his or her designated representative shall pronptly present
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the certificate to the physician or nurse practitioner in attendance, or
a physician or nurse practitioner acting in his or her behal f, who shal
pronptly certify to the facts of death, provide the medical infornmation
required by the certificate, sign the nedical certificate of death, and
t hereupon return such certificate to such person, so that the seventy-
two hour registration tine limt prescribed in section four thousand one
hundred forty of this title can be net; PROVI DED, HONEVER THAT COMVENC-
I NG ON OR AFTER THE | MPLEMENTATI ON DATE UNDER SECTI ON FORTY- ONE HUNDRED
FORTY-EIGHT OF THI'S TITLE, | NFORVMATI ON AND SI GNATURES REQUI RED BY THI S
SECTI ON SHALL BE OBTAI NED AND MADE | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON FORTY- ONE
HUNDRED FORTY-ElI GHT OF THI' S TI TLE.

S 5. Section 4142 of the public health |aw is anmended by addi ng a new
subdi vision (e) to read as foll ows:

(E) NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY CONTRARY PROVI SI ONS OF LAW AS MAY BE SET FORTH
IN TH S SECTI ON, COVMENCI NG ON OR AFTER THE | MPLEMENTATI ON DATE UNDER
SECTI ON FORTY-ONE HUNDRED FORTY-EIGHT OF THI'S TITLE, | NFORVATI ON AND
SI GNATURES REQUI RED BY THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL BE OBTAINED AND MADE IN
ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON FORTY- ONE HUNDRED FORTY- EI GAT OF THI S TI TLE

S 6. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 and subdivisions 3 and 5 of
section 4144 of the public health | aw, paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 as
anended by chapter 153 of the laws of 2011, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

(b) Verbal permssion to renove a body of a deceased person fromthe
county in which death occurred or the body was found to a non-adjacent
county within the state of New York, as provided in subdivision one of
this section, shall be issued by the said registrar of vital statistics,
upon request by tel ephone of a |icensed funeral director or undertaker
who holds a certificate of death signed by the attendi ng physician or
nurse practitioner, OR FOR DEATHS OCCURRI NG ON OR AFTER THE | MPLEMENTA-
TION DATE UNDER SECTION FORTY- ONE HUNDRED FORTY-EI GHT OF THIS TI TLE
SUCH CERTI FI CATE OF DEATH SI GNED BY THE ATTENDI NG PHYSICIAN OR NURSE
PRACTI TIONER |S AVAILABLE ELECTRONI CALLY I N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON
FORTY- ONE HUNDRED FORTY-EIGHT OF THFS TITLE, showing that the death
resulted from natural causes and was not a result of accidental,
sui ci dal, homicidal or other external causes.

3. No registrar of vital statistics shall receive any fee for the
i ssuance of burial or renoval permts wunder this chapter EXCEPT AS
REFERENCED BY SECTI ON FORTY- ONE HUNDRED FORTY-EIGHT Of THI'S TITLE AND
ot her than the conpensation provided in this article.

5. If the internent, or other disposition of the body of a deceased
person is to be nmade within the state, the wording of the burial or
renoval permt may be limted to a statenment by the registrar, and over
his signature, that a satisfactory certificate of death, having been
filed with him as required by law, permssion is granted to inter,
renove or ot herw se dispose of the body, stating the nane, age, sex,
cause of death, and other necessary details [upon the form prescribed by
the commssioner] IN A MANER AND FORVAT AS MAY BE REQUI RED BY THE
COW SSI ONER

S 7. Subdivisions 1 and 4 of section 4161 of the public health |aw,
subdi vision 1 as anmended by chapter 589 of the laws of 1991 and subdi vi -
sion 4 as anended by chapter 153 of the |laws of 2011, are anended to
read as foll ows:

1. The certificate of fetal death and the report of fetal death shal
contain such information and be in such formas the conm ssioner nay
prescri be; PROVI DED HONEVER THAT COMMENCI NG ON OR AFTER THE | MPLEMENTA-
TION DATE UNDER SECTI ON FORTY- ONE HUNDRED FORTY-ElI GHT OF THI S ARTI CLE
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| NFORMATI ON AND SIGNATURES REQUIRED BY THIS SUBDIVISION SHALL BE
OBTAINED AND MADE |IN ACCORDANCE W TH SECTION FORTY-ONE HUNDRED
FORTY-EI GHT OF TH S ARTI CLE, except that unl ess requested by the woman
neither the certificate nor the report of fetal death shall contain the
nane of the woman, her social security nunmber or any other infornmation
which would pernmit her to be identified except as provided in this
subdi vi sion. The report shall state that a certificate of fetal death
was filed with the comm ssioner and the date of such filing. The commi s-
sioner shall develop a unique, confidential identifier to be used on the
certificate of fetal death to be used in connection with the exercise of
the comm ssioner's authority to nonitor the quality of care provided by
any individual or entity licensed to performan abortion in this state
and to permt coordination of data concerning the medical history of the
woman for purposes of conducting surveillance scientific studies and
research pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (j) of subdivision one
of section two hundred six of this chapter.

4. Wen a fetal death occurs in a hospital, except in those cases
where certificates are issued by coroners or nedical examners, the
person in charge of such hospital or his or her designated represen-
tative shall pronptly present the certificate to the physician or nurse
practitioner in attendance, or a physician or nurse practitioner acting
in his or her behalf, who shall pronptly certify to the facts of birth
and of fetal death, provide the nmedical information required by the
certificate, sign the nmedical certificate of birth and death, and there-
upon return such certificate to such person, so that the seventy-two
hour registration tinme limt prescribed in section four thousand one
hundred sixty of this title can be net; PROVI DED, HOMNEVER THAT COMVENC-
ING ON OR AFTER THE | MPLEMENTATI ON DATE UNDER SECTI ON FORTY- ONE HUNDRED
FORTY-El GHT OF THI S ARTI CLE, | NFORMATI ON AND SI GNATURES REQUI RED BY THI S
SUBDI VI SION SHALL BE OBTAINED AND MADE |N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTION
FORTY- ONE HUNDRED FORTY-ElI GHT OF TH S ARTI CLE

S 8. Subdivision 3 of section 4171 of the public health | aw is amended
to read as foll ows:

3. Al certificates, either of birth or death, shall be witten |egi-
bly, in durable black ink, [and no] PROVI DED, HOANEVER, THAT COVMENCI NG
ON OR AFTER THE | MPLEMENTATI ON DATE UNDER SECTI ON FORTY- ONE HUNDRED
FORTY-El GHT OF THI S ARTI CLE, DEATH CERTI FI CATES SHALL BE COWPLETED IN
ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON FORTY- ONE HUNDRED FORTY-ElI GHT OF TH S ARTI CLE
NO certificate, WHETHER FI LED | N PAPER FORM OR DEATH CERTI FI CATE FILED
ELECTRONI CALLY | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON FORTY- ONE HUNDRED FORTY- El GHT
OF TH S ARTICLE, shall be held to be conplete and correct that does not
supply all of the items of information called for therein, or satisfac-
torily account for their om ssion.

S 9. This act shall take effect imediately, provided that the comm s-
sioner of health is authorized to nmke regulations as necessary to
i mpl enment this act.



