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STATE OF NEW YORK

7210
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
May 7, 2013

Introduced by M of A LUPARDO -- (at request of the Ofice of Children
and Family Services) -- read once and referred to the Comrmttee on
Children and Fam lies

AN ACT to anend chapter 415 of the laws of 1913 relating to establishing
a state commssion for inproving the condition of the blind of the
state of New York, in relation to certain technical anendnents; to
amend the civil service law, elder law, election law, the |abor |aw,
the legislative law, the public buildings law, the real property tax
law, the social services |law, the state finance |aw and the tax | aw,
in relation to changing the name of the conmi ssion for the blind and
vi sual | y handi capped to the conm ssion for the blind

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 1 of chapter 415 of the |laws of 1913, establishing
a state conmm ssion for inproving the condition of the blind of the state
of New York, as anended by chapter 520 of the laws of 1977, is amended
to read as foll ows:

There shall be established a state commi ssion, to be known as the New
York state comm ssion for the blind [and visually handi capped], consi st-
ing of five persons, at |east two of whomshall be blind persons as
defined in this act, to be appointed by the governor within sixty days
after the passage of this act. No person appointed to this conmm ssion
shall serve thereon while serving as an official of any workshop or
school wherein blind people may be pl aced.

S 2. Subdivision a of section 3 of chapter 415 of the laws of 1913,
establishing a state comm ssion for inproving the <conditions of the
blind of the state of New York, as anended by chapter 520 of the | aws of
1977, is amended to read as foll ows:

a. It shall be the duty of this comm ssion to cause to be nmaintained a
conplete register of the blind in the state of New York, which shal
descri be the condition, cause of blindness, capacity for education and
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i ndustrial training of each, with such other facts as may seemto the
comm ssion to be of value. It shall be the duty of every health and
social agency, or nurse to report to the state comm ssion for the blind
[and visually handicapped,] in witing, the name, age and resi dence of
each blind person. It shall be the duty of every optonetrist to report
to said commssion in witing, the nane, age and residence of each blind
person. It shall be the duty of each attending or consulting physician
to report to said commission, in witing, the nane, age and resi dence of
each blind person. In such cases such persons shall furnish such addi-
tional information as the conm ssion shall request for registration or
prevention of blindness.

S 3. Paragraphs 2, 3, 4 and 7 of subdivision a of section 11-a of
chapter 415 of the laws of 1913, establishing a comm ssion for inproving
the condition of the blind of the state of New York, as added by chapter
693 of the |aws of 1992, are anended to read as foll ows:

2. "Business enterprise progranf means the vendi ng programfor blind
vendors established in regulations of +the [departnent of soci a
services] OFFICE OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES and in the provisions
of this section.

3. "Comm ssion" neans the New York state conmm ssion for the blind [and
vi sual | y handi capped] .

4. "Comm ssioner"” nmeans the commi ssioner of [social services] THE
OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES.

7. "Permt" nmeans the official approval given the [departnment of
soci al services] OFFI CE OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES by a depart nent,
agency or instrunentality in control of the maintenance, operation and
protection of the property, whereby the commission is authorized to
establish a vending facility.

S 4. Paragraphs 1 and 2 of subdivision b of section 11-a of chapter
415 of the laws of 1913, establishing a comm ssion for inproving the
condition of the blind of the state of New York, as added by chapter 693
of the laws of 1992, are amended to read as foll ows:

1. For the purpose of providing blind persons wth renunerative
enpl oynment, enl argi ng the econom c opportunities of the blind, and stim
ulating the blind to greater efforts in striving to nmake thensel ves
sel f-supporting, blind persons |licensed by the New York state conmm ssion
for the blind [and visually handi capped] shall be authorized to operate
vending facilities on any state property, with no rental or other charge
t herefor.

2. In authorizing the operation of vending facilities on state proper-
ty, priority shall be given to blind persons |icensed by the New York
state conm ssion for the blind [and visually handi capped]. The conm s-
sioner, after consultation with the comm ssioner of the office of gener-
al services, shall prescribe regulations designed to assure that the
priority under this paragraph is given to such licensed blind persons
(including assignnent of vendi ng machi ne i ncone pursuant to subdivision
e of this section to achieve and protect such priority).

S 5. Subparagraph (A) of paragraph 3 of subdivision b of section 11l-a
of chapter 415 of +the laws of 1913, establishing a conm ssion for
i mproving the condition of the blind of the state of New York, as
anended by chapter 532 of the laws of 2010, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

(A) Wherever feasible, permts shall be issued to the [departnent of
social] OFFICE OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY services for one or nore vendi ng
facilities to be established on all state property or any buil di ng which
houses any authority, agency or entity whose board of directors or exec-
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utives are appointed by the governor, or any airport Jlocated in the
state of New York, to the extent that any such facility or facilities
woul d not adversely affect the interests of the state.

S 6. Paragraph 1 of subdivision c of section 11-a of chapter 415 of
the |l aws of 1913, establishing a comm ssion for inproving the condition
of the blind of the state of New York, as added by chapter 693 of the
| aws of 1992, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. The conmi ssioner shall pronul gate regul ations for the |licensing of
blind vendors which regulations shall include provisions that the New
York state comm ssion for the blind [and visually handi capped] shall, in
i ssuing each such |license for the operation of a vending facility, give
preference to blind persons who are in need of enploynent. Each such
license shall be issued for an indefinite period but nay be term nated
by the conmission if it is satisfied that the facility is not being
operated in accordance with the rules and regul ati ons prescribed by the
[departnent of social services] OFFI CE OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES.
Li censes shall be issued only to applicants who are blind.

S 7. Subparagraph (A) of paragraph 3 of subdivision c of section 1l-a
of chapter 415 of the laws of 1913, establishing a conm ssion for
i mproving the condition of the blind of the state of New York, as added
by chapter 693 of the laws of 1992, is anended to read as foll ows:

(A) After January first of the year following the effective date of
this section, no departnent, agency or instrunmentality of the state
shall undertake to acquire by ownership, rent, |ease or to otherw se
occupy, in whole or in part, any building unless the head of such
departnment, agency or instrunmentality consults wth the conmm ssion
concerning the suitability of such site for the operation of a vending
facility by a blind person. Each such departnent, agency or instrunen-
tality shall provide notice to the New York state commssion for the
blind [and visually handi capped] of its plans for occupation, acquisi-
tion, renovation or alteration of a building adequate to permt such
comm ssion to determ ne whether such building includes a satisfactory
site or sites for a vending facility.

S 8. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 1 of section 6 of the civil service
law, as anended by chapter 232 of the |aws of 1995, is anended to read
as foll ows:

(c) rules for sick |leaves, vacations, tine allowances and ot her condi -
tions of enploynent in the classified service of the state and, notwth-
standi ng any ot her provision of this chapter or any other Iaw, such
rules may provide for cash paynent of the nonetary val ue of accumnul at ed
and unused vacation or tine allowances granted in lieu of overtine
conpensation standing to the credit of an enployee at the tine of his or
her separation fromservice or his or her entrance into the arned forces
of the United States for active duty (other than for training) as
defined by title ten of the United States code, whether or not such
entrance constitutes a separation fromservice, and for the paynent of
the nonetary value of his or her accunul ated and unused tinme allowances
granted in lieu of overtime conpensation standing to the credit of an
enpl oyee at the tine of his or her appointnment, pronotion or transfer
from the departnment or agency in which such tinme all owances were earned
to anot her departnent or agency and provided further however that any
such rules or regulations shall provide that individuals certified by an
exam ning physician as benefiting fromthe use of a service animal in
performing major life activities, individuals registered with the New
York state comm ssion for the blind [and visually handi capped] as |egal -
ly blind or certified by an exam ning physician or |licensed optonetri st
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as legally blind, as mani fested by visual acuity of 20/200 or less in
the better eye wth best correction or visual field of 20 degrees or
| ess, and individuals who have a hearing inpairnent nmanifested by a
speech discrimnation score of forty percent or less in the better ear
with appropriate correction as certified by an exam ning physician or a
licensed audiologist or otorhinolaryngologist as defined in section
seven hundred ei ghty-nine of the general business law, or a physician
who has exam ned such person pursuant to the provisions of section seven
hundred ninety-two of such law, may charge agai nst accunul ated sick
| eave credits and upon witten agreenent between the individual and the
enpl oyer, may borrow agai nst sick | eave credits not yet accunul ated, for
the purpose of obtaining service animals or guide dogs and necessary
training, up to a maxi mum of twenty-six days in any one cal endar Vyear;
and

S 9. Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 55-a of the civil service law, as
anended by chapter 320 of the |aws of 1985, are anmended to read as
fol | ows:

2. Upon such a determ nation, such positions shall be <classified in
t he non-conpetitive class, and shall be filled by persons who shall have
been certified by either the comrission for the blind [and visually
handi capped] in the state [departnent of social services] OFFICE OF
CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES as physically disabled by blindness or by
the state educati on departnent as ot herw se physically or nmentally disa-
bled and, in any event, qualified to performsatisfactorily the duties
of any such position. At |east three hundred of such positions shall be
filled by persons who have been certified as physically disabled. If no
qual i fied physically disabled persons have applied for such positions,
the nmunicipal civil service conmssion may fill those unfilled positions
with qualified nentally disabled persons.

3. Prior to making certification of physically or nentally disabled
persons for any such position, the comm ssion for the blind [and visual -
'y handi capped] in the case of persons physically disabled by blindness
or the state education departnent in the case of persons otherw se phys-
ically or mentally disabled shall obtain fromthe appropriate rmunicipa
civil service conmssion a detailed description of all duties of the
position, and shall investigate the extent of the disability by exam na-
tion of any such person or otherw se, and shall determ ne and report its
findings to the appropriate civil service conmmission, as to the ability
of the disabled person to performthe duties of such position. Such
findings shall be given due consideration by the municipal civil service
conmi ssi on.

S 10. Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 215-a of the elder |aw, as added
by chapter 573 of the |aws of 2007, are anmended to read as foll ows:

2. The director, in consultation with the New York state conm ssion
for the blind [and visually handicapped], is hereby authorized and
directed, subject to the availability of appropriations, to establish a
program of senior vision services grants to assist in the provision of
vi sion services to elderly persons with functional visual inpairnments.

3. The director, in consultation with the New York state conm ssion
for the blind [and visually handicapped], shall award senior vision
services grants to not-for-profit corporations which denonstrate:

(a) the ability to provide senior vision services;

(b) a coomitnment to provide such services to visually inpaired persons
or specialized training in providing such services to persons who are
blind or visually inpaired; and



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A 7210 5

(c) other such factors as may be determ ned by the director in consul -
tation with the state conmssion for the blind [and visually hand-

i capped] .

S 11. The opening paragraph of section 5-211 of the election |aw, as
anended by chapter 200 of the laws of 1996, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

Agency assisted registration. Each agency designated as a partici pat -
ing agency under the provisions of this section shall inplenent and

adm ni ster a program of distribution of voter registration forns pursu-
ant to the provisions of this section. The follow ng offices which
provi de public assistance and/or provide state funded prograns prinmarily
engaged in providing services to persons with disabilities are hereby
designated as voter registration agencies: desi gnated as the state
agenci es which provide public assistance are the [departnent of socia
services] OFFICE OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES, THE OFFI CE OF TEMPO-
RARY AND DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE and the departnment of health. Al so
designated as public assistance agencies are all agencies of |ocal
government that provide such assistance. Designated as state agencies
that provide progranms primarily engaged in providing services to people
with disabilities are the departnent of l|labor, office for the aging,
division of veterans' affairs, office of mental health, office of voca-
tional and educational services for individuals wth disabilities,
comm ssion on quality of care for the nmentally disabled, office of
nmental retardation and devel opnental disabilities, commssion for the
blind [and visually handicapped], office of alcoholismand substance
abuse services, the office of the advocate for the disabled and all
offices which admnister prograns established or funded by such agen-
cies. Additional state agencies designated as voter registration offices
are the departnent of state and the division of workers' conpensation.
Such agencies shall be required to offer voter registration forns to
persons upon initial application for services, renewal or recertif-
ication for services and change of address relating to such services.
Such agencies shall also be responsible for providing assistance to
applicants in conpleting voter registration forms, receiving and trans-
mtting the conpleted application formfromall applicants who wsh to
have such form transmtted to the appropriate board of el ections. The
state board of elections shall, together wth representatives of the
departrment of defense, develop and inplenent procedures for including
recruitnment offices of the armed forces of the United States as voter
regi stration offices when such offices are so designated by federal |aw
The state board shall al so nake request of the United States |Inm gration
and Naturalization Service to include applications for registration by

mail with any materials which are given to new citizens. Al insti-
tutions of the state university of New York and the city university of
New York, shall, at the beginning of the school year, and again in Janu-

ary of a year in which the president of the United States is to be
el ected, provide an application for registration to each student in each
such institution. The state board of elections may, by regul ation,
grant a waiver fromany or all of the requirenents of this section to
any office or program of an agency, if it determnes that it is not
feasible for such office or programto adm nister such requirenent.

S 12. Cl ause 9 of subparagraph (ii) of paragraph g of subdivision 3 of
section 537 of the | abor | aw, as added by chapter 551 of the Ilaws of
2008, is anmended to read as foll ows:

(9) the commssion for the blind [and visually handi capped] for the
eval uation of the effect on earnings of participants, or fornmer partic-
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i pants, in enploynment and training progranms for which the comm ssion for
the blind [and visual ly handi capped] has reporting, nonitoring or eval u-
ating responsibilities.

S 13. Subparagraph (G of paragraph (x) of subdivision (c) of section
1-c of the legislative |law, as added by chapter 1 of the laws of 2005,
is amended to read as follows:

(G Any activity relating to governnental procurenments nade under
section one hundred sixty-two of the state finance | aw undertaken by (i)
t he non-profit-nmaki ng agenci es appoi nted pursuant to paragraph e of
subdivision six of section one hundred sixty-two of the state finance
| aw by the conm ssioner of the office of children and famly services,
the comm ssion for the blind [and visually handi capped], or the commi s-
sioner of education, and (ii) the qualified charitable non-profit-making
agencies for the blind, and qualified charitable non-profit-nmaking agen-
cies for other severely disabled persons as identified in subdivision
two of section one hundred sixty-two of the state finance | aw, provided,
however, that any attenpt to influence the issuance or ternms of the
specifications that serve as the basis for bid docunents, requests for
proposals, invitations for bids, or solicitations of proposals, or any
ot her method for soliciting a response fromofferers intending to result
in a procurenment contract with a state agency, the state |egislature,
the wunified court system a nunicipal agency or |ocal |egislative body
shall not be exenpt from the definition of "lobbying" or "I obbying
activities" under this subparagraph;

S 14. Paragraphs (b) and (c) of subdivision 13 of section 3 of the
public buildings |aw, as added by chapter 83 of the laws of 1995, are
amended to read as foll ows:

(b) Issue to the [state departnment of social] OFFI CE OF CH LDREN AND
FAM LY services a permt for any of the purposes nentioned in this
subdivision to be operated by a blind person or persons as defined in
subdi vi si on four of section two hundred ei ght of the social services |aw
or for the operation of vending machines and sinilar devices dispensing
food, confections, tobacco products, coffee, tea, mlk, soft drinks and
such other articles as nay be approved by him or her in consultation
with the [departnent of social] OFFICE OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY servi ces,
for the benefit of the general purposes of the business enterprise
program for the blind of the [state departnent of social] OFFI CE OF
CHI LDREN AND FAM LY services commssion for the blind [and visually
handi capped], and upon such terns and conditions as the comr ssioner my
deem proper but w thout provision for paynment of rent or other consider-
ation for such permts, and for a termnot exceeding five years, which
permt may be extended and renewed. Such permt shall include a
provi sion authorizing the [departnment of social] OFFI CE OF CH LDREN AND
FAM LY services to assign or transfer such permit to a blind person or
persons, as herein referred to, for the purposes aforesaid, and it shal
also provide that the [departnment of social] OFFI CE OF CH LDREN AND
FAM LY services shall send to the commi ssioner a notice of any assign-
ment or transfer as aforesaid, which notice shall contain such inform-
tion as the comm ssioner shall require. The permt and any assignnment or
transfer thereof shall reserve (i) to the [departnment of social] OFFICE
OF CHILDREN AND FAMLY services the power of supervision over the
conduct and operation of the prem ses covered thereby and (ii) to the
comm ssioner of general services the right to revoke such pernmit or the
assignment or transfer thereof upon the miling to the last known
address of the assignee or assignees a notice of such revocation to be
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effected within such period of tinme as the conmi ssioner shall deemto be
reasonabl e.

(c) If he or she shall deemit necessary to cause the renoval of a
| essee, licensee or assignee fromthe denm sed prem ses, other than the
New York state comm ssion for the blind [and visually handi capped], or
its licensee, the conm ssioner of general services shall cause the
| essee, licensee or assignee and his or her representative to be renoved
therefrom and the possession to be delivered to the conm ssioner of
general services in the same manner and by the sane proceedings and
before the same officers as provided for in article seven of the rea
property actions and proceedi ngs | aw. The proceedi ngs shall be brought
in the nane of the comm ssioner of general services as an agent of the
state. If any person proceeded agai nst shall contest the petition by an
answer raising any nmaterial issue the attorney general shall be noti-
fied, and he or she thereafter shall represent the petitioner in the
proceedi ngs.

S 15. Subdivision 2 of section 459 of the real property tax |aw, as
added by chapter 200 of the laws of 1983, and as further anended by
section 1 of part Wof chapter 56 of the |aws of 2010, is anended to
read as foll ows:

2. To qualify as physically disabled for the purposes of this section,
an individual shall submit to the assessor a certified statenent from a
physician licensed to practice in the state on a form prescribed and
made avail abl e by the comm ssioner which states that the individual has
a permanent physical inpairnent which substantially limts one or nore
of such individual's major life activities, except that an individua
who has obtained a certificate fromthe state conm ssion for the blind
[and visual |y handi capped] stating that such individual is legally blind
may submit such certificate in lieu of a physician's certified state-
ment .

S 16. Subdivision 2 of section 459-b of the real property tax |aw, as
anmended by section 51 of part A-1 of chapter 56 of the |aws of 2010, and
as further anended by section 1 of part Wof chapter 56 of the [|aws of
2010, is anmended to read as foll ows:

2. To qualify as a physically disabled crine victimor good samaritan
for the purposes of this section, an individual shall submt to the
assessor a certified statenent froma physician |icensed to practice in
the state of New York on a form prescribed and nade available by the
comm ssioner which states that the individual has a permanent physica
i mpai rment which substantially [imts one or nore of such individual's
major |ife activities, except that an individual who has obtained a
certificate fromthe state conm ssion for the blind [and visually hand-
i capped] stating that such individual is legally blind nmay subnmit such
certificate in lieu of a physician's certified statenment. In addition, a
copy of a police report pertaining to the crine from which the injury
resulted, a report fromthe office of victimservices or other evidence
or docunentation which would tend to substantiate that a physical disa-
bility was inflicted upon an individual as the result of a crine shal
al so be submtted to the assessor

S 17. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 of section 459-c of the rea
property tax law, as anmended by chapter 353 of the laws of 2009, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(b) a person with a disability is one who has a physical or nental
i mpai rment, not due to current use of alcohol or illegal drug use, which
substantially limts such person's ability to engage in one or nore
major life activities, such as caring for one's self, perform ng nanua



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A 7210 8

t asks, wal ki ng, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, |earning and work-
ing, and who (i) 1is certified to receive social security disability
i nsurance (SSDI) or supplenental security inconme (SSI) benefits under
the federal Social Security Act, or (i1) is certified to receive Rail-
road Retirenent Disability benefits under the federal railroad Retire-
ment Act, or (iii) has received a certificate fromthe state conm ssion
for the blind [and visually handi capped] stating that such person is
legally blind, or (iv) is certified to receive a United States Postal
Service disability pension, or (v) is certified to receive a United
States departnent of veterans affairs disability pension pursuant to 38
U S.C S1521.

An award letter fromthe Social Security Adm nistration or the Rail-
road Retirement Board, or a certificate fromthe state conmm ssion for
the blind [and visual ly handi capped], or an award letter fromthe United
States Postal Service, or an award letter fromthe United States depart-
nment of veterans affairs shall be submtted as proof of disability.

S 18. Section 38 of the social services |aw, as anended by chapter 520
of the laws of 1977, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 38. Commi ssion for the blind [and visual |y handi capped]. The New
York state commission for the blind [and visually handi capped] shal
continue to exercise and performits duties, as prescribed by law, and
the regulations of the [departnment] OFFICE OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY
SERVI CES subj ect to the supervision and control of the commi ssioner; and
such comm ssion shall be a bureau of the [departnent] OFFI CE OF CH LDREN
AND FAM LY SERVI CES.

S 19. Subparagraph 9 of paragraph a of subdivision 3 of section 139-]j
of the state finance |aw, as anended by chapter 4 of the |laws of 2010,
is amended to read as foll ows:

(9) Any comunications relating to a governnental procurenent nade
under section one hundred sixty-two of the state finance | aw undertaken
by (i) the non-profit-naking agenci es appoi nted pursuant to paragraph e
of subdivi sion six of section one hundred sixty-two of the state finance
law by the comm ssioner of the office of children and famly services,
the conmi ssion for the blind [and visually handi capped], or the commi s-
sioner of education, and (ii) the qualified charitable non-profit-making
agencies for the blind, and qualified charitabl e non-profit-nmaking agen-
cies for other severely disabled persons as identified in subdivision
two of section one hundred sixty-two of this chapter; provided, however,
that any commruni cations which attenpt to influence the issuance or terns
of the specifications that serve as the basis for bid docunents,
requests for proposals, invitations for bids, or solicitations of
proposal s, or any other nmethod for soliciting a response from offerers
intending to result in a procurenent contract with a state agency, the
state legislature, the unified court system a nunicipal agency or |oca
| egi sl ati ve body shall not be exenpt fromthe provisions of this para-
gr aph;

provi ded, however, that nothing in this subdivision shall be construed
as recogni zing or creating any new rights, duties or responsibilities or
abrogating any existing rights, duties or responsibilities of any
governmental entity as it pertains to inplenentation and enforcenent of
article eleven of this chapter or any other provision of |aw dealing
with the governnental procurement process, and that nothing in this
subdivision shall be interpreted to limt the authority of a govern-
mental entity involved in a government procurenent by exercise of an
oversight function fromproviding infornmation to offerers regarding the
status of the review, oversight, or approval of a governnental procure-
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ment that has been submitted to or is under review by that governnental
entity.

S 20. Paragraph e of subdivision 6 of section 162 of the state finance
law, as added by chapter 83 of the |laws of 1995, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

e. The [state] comm ssioner of [social services] THE OFFICE OF CHIL-
DREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES shal | appoint the New York state commi ssion for
the blind [and visual |y handi capped], or other non-profit-nmaking agency,
other than the agency representing the other severely disabled, to
facilitate the distribution of orders anong qualified non-profit-mking
charitable agencies for the blind. The state conm ssioner of education
shal | appoi nt a non-profit-making agency, other than the agency repres-
enting the blind, to facilitate the distribution of orders anong quali -
fied non-profit-making charitable agencies for the other severely disa-
bled and the veterans' workshops. The state conm ssioner of nental
health shall facilitate the distribution of orders anong qualified
speci al enpl oynent prograns operated or approved by the office of nental
health serving nentally ill persons.

S 21. Subdivision 6 of section 171-a of the tax |law, as added by chap-
ter 656 of the laws of 1999, is anended to read as foll ows:

(6) Notw thstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the comi s-
sioner shall enter into a cooperative agreenent with the office of voca-
tional and educational services for individuals with disabilities of the
educati on departnent, the comm ssion for the blind [and visually hand-
i capped] and any other state vocational rehabilitation agency, which
agreenent shall provide for the wutilization of information obtained
pursuant to subdivision one of this section, for purposes of obtaining
rei mbursenent from the federal social security admnistration for
expenditures nade by such office, comm ssion or agency on behal f of
di sabl ed i ndi vi dual s who have achi eved econom c sel f-sufficiency.

S 22. Paragraph 3 of subdivision (e) of section 697 of the tax |aw, as
anended by chapter 206 of the laws of 2011, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

(3) Nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit the departnent, its
of ficers or enployees from furnishing information to the office of
tenporary and disability assistance relating to the paynent of the cred-
it for certain household and dependent care services necessary for gain-
ful enploynent under subsection (c) of section six hundred six of this
article and the earned incone credit under subsection (d) of section six
hundred six of this article and the enhanced earned i ncone credit under
subsection (d-1) of section six hundred six of this article, or pursuant
to a local |law enacted by a city having a popul ation of one mllion or
nore pursuant to subsection (f) of section thirteen hundred ten of this
chapter, only to the extent necessary to calculate qualified state
expendi tures under paragraph seven of subdivision (a) of section four
hundred nine of the federal social security act or to docunent the prop-
er expenditure of federal tenporary assistance for needy fanm lies funds
under section four hundred three of such act. The office of tenporary
and disability assistance nay redisclose such information to the United
St at es departnent of health and human services only to the extent neces-
sary to calculate such qualified state expenditures or to docunent the
proper expenditure of such federal tenporary assistance for needy fam -
lies funds. Nothing herein shall be construed to prohibit the delivery
by the conm ssioner to a conm ssioner of jurors, appointed pursuant to
section five hundred four of the judiciary law, or, in counties wthin
cities having a population of one mllion or nore, to the county clerk
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of such county, of a mailing list of individuals to whom incone tax
forms are nmailed by the conm ssioner for the sole purpose of conpiling a
list of prospective jurors as provided in article sixteen of the judici-
ary law. Provided, however, such delivery shall only be made pursuant to
an order of the chief admnistrator of the courts, appointed pursuant to
section two hundred ten of the judiciary law. No such order may be
i ssued unl ess such chief adm nistrator is satisfied that such mailing
list is needed to conpile a proper |ist of prospective jurors for the
county for which such order is sought and that, in view of the responsi-
bilities inmposed by the various |laws of the state on the departnent, it
is reasonable to require the conm ssioner to furnish such |list. Such
order shall provide that such list shall be used for the sol e purpose of
conpiling a |ist of prospective jurors and that such conm ssioner of
jurors, or such county clerk, shall take all necessary steps to insure
that the list is kept confidential and that there is no unauthorized use
or disclosure of such |list. Furthernore, nothing herein shall be
construed to prohibit the delivery to a taxpayer or his or her duly
authori zed representative of a certified copy of any return or report
filed in connection with his or her tax or to prohibit the publication
of statistics so classified as to prevent the identification of partic-
ular reports or returns and the itens thereof, or the inspection by the
attorney general or other legal representatives of the state of the
report or return of any taxpayer or of any enployer filed under section
one hundred seventy-one-h of +this chapter, where such taxpayer or
enpl oyer shall bring action to set aside or review the tax based there-
on, or against whom an action or proceedi ng under this chapter or under
this chapter and article eighteen of the |abor | aw has been recommended
by the conm ssioner, the comm ssioner of |abor with respect to unenpl oy-
ment insurance matters, or the attorney general or has been instituted,
or the inspection of the reports or returns required under this article
by the conptroller or duly designated officer or enployee of the state
departrment of audit and control, for purposes of the audit of a refund
of any tax paid by a taxpayer under this article, or the furnishing to
the state departnment of |abor of unenpl oynent insurance informtion
obt ai ned or derived fromquarterly conbi ned w thhol ding, wage reporting
and unenploynment insurance returns required to be filed by enpl oyers
pursuant to paragraph four of subsection (a) of section six hundred
seventy-four of this article, for purposes of adm nistration of such
department's unenpl oynment insurance program enpl oyment services
program federal and state enploynent and training prograns, enploynent
statistics and |l abor market information prograns, worker protection
prograns, federal prograns for which the departnent has adm nistrative
responsi bility or for other purposes deened appropriate by the conmm s-
sioner of |abor <consistent wth the provisions of the |abor |aw, and
redi scl osure of such information in accordance with the provisions of
sections five hundred thirty-six and five hundred thirty-seven of the
| abor | aw or any other applicable law, or the furnishing to the state
of fice of tenporary and disability assistance of information obtained or
derived from New York state personal income tax returns as described in
par agr aph (b) of subdivision two of section one hundred seventy-one-g of
this chapter for the purpose of review ng support orders enforced pursu-
ant totitle six-A of article three of the social services lawto aid in
the determ nati on of whether such orders should be adjusted, or the
furnishing of information obtained from the reports required to be
submtted by enployers regarding newly hired or re-hired enployees
pursuant to section one hundred seventy-one-h of this chapter to the
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state office of tenporary and disability assistance, the state depart-
ment of health, the state departnent of |abor and the workers' conpen-
sation board for purposes of admnistration of the <child support
enforcenent program verification of individuals' eligibility for one or
nore of the programs specified in subsection (b) of section eleven
hundred thirty-seven of the federal social security act and for other
public assistance prograns authorized by state |aw, and adm ni stration
of the state's enploynent security and workers' conpensation prograns,
and to the national directory of new hires established pursuant to
section four hundred fifty-three-A of the federal social security act
for the purposes specified in such section, or the furnishing to the
state office of tenporary and disability assistance of the anpunt of an
over paynent of incone tax and interest thereon certified to the conp-
troller to be credited agai nst past-due support pursuant to section one
hundred seventy-one-c of this chapter and of the nane and social securi -
ty nunber of the taxpayer who nade such overpaynent, or the disclosing
to the comm ssioner of finance of the city of New York, pursuant to
section one hundred seventy-one-|I of this chapter, of the amount of an
over paynent and interest thereon certified to the conptroller to be
credited against a city of New York tax warrant judgment debt and of the
nane and social security nunber of the taxpayer who made such overpay-
ment, or the furnishing to the New York state hi gher education services
corporation of the amount of an overpaynent of inconme tax and interest
thereon certified to the conptroller to be credited against the anount
of a default in repaynent of any education |oan debt, including judg-
ments, owed to the federal or New York state governnent that is being
collected by the New York state higher education services corporation,
and of the name and social security nunber of the taxpayer who made such
over paynent, or the furnishing to the state departnment of health of the
i nformati on required by paragraph (f) of subdivision two and subdi vi si on
two-a of section two thousand five hundred el even of the public health
| aw and by subdivi sion eight of section three hundred sixty-six-a and
paragraphs (b) and (d) of subdivision two of section three hundred
si xty-nine-ee of the social services law, or the furnishing to the state
university of New York or the city university of New York respectively
or the attorney general on behalf of such state or city university the
anmount of an overpaynent of inconme tax and interest thereon certified to
the conptroller to be credited agai nst the anount of a default in repay-
nment of a state university |oan pursuant to section one hundred seven-
ty-one-e of this chapter and of the name and social security nunber of
t he taxpayer who nade such overpaynent, or the disclosing to a state
agency, pursuant to section one hundred seventy-one-f of this chapter,
of the anmount of an overpaynent and interest thereon certified to the
conptroller to be credited against a past-due |legally enforceabl e debt
owed to such agency and of the name and social security nunber of the
taxpayer who nade such overpaynent, or the furnishing of enployee and
enpl oyer information obtained through the wage reporting system pursu-
ant to section one hundred seventy-one-a of this chapter, as added by
chapter five hundred forty-five of the laws of nineteen hundred seven-
ty-eight, to the state office of tenporary and disability assistance,
the departnment of health or to the state office of the nedicaid inspec-
tor general for the purpose of verifying eligibility for and entitl enent
to anmounts of benefits under the social services law or simlar |aw of
anot her jurisdiction, |ocating absent parents or other persons legally
responsible for the support of applicants for or recipients of public
assi stance and care under the social services law and persons legally
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responsi bl e for the support of a recipient of services under section one
hundred eleven-g of the social services |aw and, in appropriate cases,
establ i shing support obligations pursuant to the social services |aw and
the fam |y court act or simlar provision of |aw of another jurisdiction
for the purpose of evaluating the effect on earnings of participation in
enpl oynment, training or other prograns designed to pronote self-suffici-
ency authorized pursuant to the social services |law by current recipi-
ents of public assistance and care and by forner applicants and recipi-
ents of public assistance and care, (except that with regard to forner
reci pients, information which relates to a particular forner recipient
shall be provided wth client identifying data deleted), to the state
of fice of tenporary and disability assistance for the purpose of deter-
mning the eligibility of any child in the custody, care and custody or
custody and guardi anship of a local social services district or of the
office of <children and famly services for federal paynents for foster
care and adoption assi stance pursuant to the provisions of title IV-E of
the federal social security act by providing infornmation with respect to
the parents, the stepparents, the child and the siblings of the <child
who were living in the same household as such child during the nonth
that the court proceedings leading to the child's renoval from the
household were initiated, or the witten instrument transferring care
and custody of the child pursuant to the provisions of section three
hundred fifty-eight-a or three hundred eighty-four-a of the socia
services | aw was signed, provided however that the office of tenporary
and disability assistance shall only use the information obtai ned pursu-
ant to this subdivision for the purpose of determining the eligibility
of such child for federal paynents for foster care and adoption assist-
ance pursuant to the provisions of title IV-E of the federal socia
security act, and to the state departnent of |abor, or other individuals
desi gnated by the comm ssioner of |abor, for the purpose of the adm nis-
tration of such departnent's unenpl oynent insurance program enpl oynent
services program federal and state enploynent and training prograns,
enpl oynment statistics and |abor nmarket information progranms, worker
protection prograns, federal prograns for which the departnent has
adm nistrative responsibility or for other purposes deened appropriate
by the conm ssioner of |abor consistent with the provisions of the |abor
law, and redisclosure of such information in accordance wth the
provi sions of sections five hundred thirty-six and five hundred thirty-
seven of the Ilabor law, or the furnishing of information, which is
obtai ned fromthe wage reporting system operated pursuant to section one
hundred seventy-one-a of this chapter, as added by chapter five hundred
forty-five of the |laws of nineteen hundred seventy-eight, to the state
of fice of tenporary and disability assistance so that it nmay furnish
such information to public agencies of other jurisdictions with which
the state office of tenporary and disability assistance has an agreenent
pursuant to paragraph (h) or (i) of subdivision three of section twenty
of the social services law, and to the state office of tenporary and
di sability assistance for the purpose of fulfilling obligations and
responsi bilities otherw se i ncunbent upon the state departnment of | abor,
under section one hundred twenty-four of the federal famly support act
of nineteen hundred ei ghty-eight, by giving the federal parent |ocator
service, nmaintained by the federal departnment of health and hunan
services, pronpt access to such information as required by such act, or
to the state departnment of health to verify eligibility under the child
heal t h i nsurance plan pursuant to subdivisions two and two-a of section
two thousand five hundred eleven of the public health law, to verify
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eligibility under the nedical assistance and fam |y health plus prograns
pursuant to subdivision eight of section three hundred sixty-six-a and
paragraphs (b) and (d) of subdivision two of section three hundred
sixty-nine-ee of the social services law, and to verify eligibility for
the program for el derly pharnaceutical insurance coverage under title
three of article two of the elder law, or to the office of vocationa
and educational services for individuals with disabilities of the educa-
tion departnent, the comm ssion for the blind [and visually handi capped]
and any other state vocational rehabilitation agency, for purposes of
obtaining reinbursenment fromthe federal social security adm nistration
for expenditures nade by such office, comm ssion or agency on behal f of
di sabl ed individuals who have achi eved econonic self-sufficiency or to
t he hi gher education services corporation for the purpose of assisting
the corporation in default prevention and default collection of educa-
tion |l oan debt, including judgnents, owed to the federal or New York
state governnment; provided, however, that such information shall be
limted to the names, social security nunbers, home and/or business
addresses, and enployer nanes of defaulted or delinquent student |oan
borrowers, or to the office of the state conptroller for purposes of
verifying the income of a retired nenber of a retirement system or
pensi on plan admi nistered by the state or any of its political subdivi-
sions who returns to public enploynent.

Provi ded, however, that wth respect to enployee information the
of fice of tenporary and disability assistance shall only be furnished
with the nanes, social security account nunbers and gross wages of those
enpl oyees who are (A) applicants for or recipients of benefits under the
social services law, or simlar provision of |aw of another jurisdiction
(pursuant to an agreenent under subdivision three of section twenty of
the social services law) or, (B) absent parents or other persons legally
responsi bl e for the support of applicants for or recipients of public
assi stance and care under the social services law or simlar provision
of | aw of another jurisdiction (pursuant to an agreenment under subdivi -
sion three of section twenty of the social services law), or (C) persons
legally responsible for the support of a recipient of services under
section one hundred el even-g of the social services law or sinlar
provi sion of |aw of another jurisdiction (pursuant to an agreenent under
subdi vision three of section twenty of the social services law), or (D)
enpl oyees about whom wage reporting system information is bei ng
furnished to public agencies of other jurisdictions, with which the
state office of tenporary and disability assistance has an agreenent
pursuant to paragraph (h) or (i) of subdivision three of section twenty
of the social services law, or (E) enpl oyees about whom wage reporting
system information is being furnished to the federal parent | ocator
service, maintained by the federal departnment of health and hunan
services, for the purpose of enabling the state office of tenporary and
di sability assistance to fulfill obligations and responsibilities other-
Wi se i ncunmbent upon the state departnment of |abor, under section one
hundred twenty-four of the federal fanmly support act of nineteen
hundred ei ghty-eight, and, only if, the office of tenporary and disabil -
ity assistance certifies to the comm ssioner that such persons are such
applicants, recipients, absent parents or persons |legally responsible
for support or persons about whominfornmation has been requested by a
public agency of another jurisdiction or by the federal parent |ocator
service and further certifies that in the case of information requested
under agreenments wth other jurisdictions entered into pursuant to
subdi vi sion three of section twenty of the social services Ilaw, that
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such request is in conpliance with any applicable federal |aw. Provided,
further, that where the office of tenporary and disability assistance
requests enpl oyee informati on for the purpose of evaluating the effects
on earnings of participation in enploynent, training or other programs
designed to pronote self-sufficiency authorized pursuant to the socia
services law, the office of tenporary and disability assistance shal
only be furnished with the quarterly gross wages (excluding any refer-
ence to the name, social security nunber or any other infornmation which
could be used to identify any enployee or the name or identification
nunber of any enployer) paid to enpl oyees who are former applicants for
or recipients of public assistance and care and who are so certified to
the comm ssioner by the conm ssioner of the office of tenporary and
di sability assistance. Provided, further, that with respect to enployee
information, the departnent of health shall only be furnished with the
i nformati on required pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (f) of
subdivision two and subdivision two-a of section two thousand five
hundred el even of the public health | aw and subdi vi si on ei ght of section
three hundred sixty-six-a and paragraphs (b) and (d) of subdivision two
of section three hundred sixty-nine-ee of the social services law, with
respect to those individuals whose eligibility under the child health
i nsurance plan, nedical assistance program and famly health plus
programis to be determ ned pursuant to such provisions and with respect
to those nmenbers of any such individual's househol d whose i ncone affects
such individual's eligibility and who are so certified to the conms-
sioner or by the departnment of health. Provided, further, that wage
reporting information shall be furnished to the office of vocational and
educati onal services for individuals with disabilities of the education
department, the comm ssion for the blind [and visually handi capped] and
any other state vocational rehabilitation agency only if such office,
commi ssion or agency, as applicable, certifies to the comm ssioner that
such information is necessary to obtain reinbursenent from the federa
social security adm nistration for expenditures nmade on behal f of disa-
bl ed i ndi vidual s who have achi eved sel f-sufficiency. Reports and returns
shall be preserved for three years and thereafter until the comm ssioner
orders themto be destroyed.

S 23. Terns occurring in |aws, contract and other docunents. Notwith-
standi ng any provision of law to the contrary, whenever the functions,
powers, obligations, duties, rights, renedies and officials relating to
the conmi ssion for the blind and visually handi capped are referred to or
designated in any other law, regulation, <contract or docunent, such
reference or designation shall be deenmed to refer to the appropriate
functions, powers, obligations, duties, rights and renmedies or officials
of the comm ssion for the blind, as designated by this act.

S 24. Existing rights and renedies preserved. Notw thstanding any
provision of Ilaw to the contrary, no existing right or renmedy of any
character shall be lost, inpaired or affected by reason of this act.

S 25. Severability. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision,
section or part contained in any part of this act shall be adjudged by
any court of conpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shal
not affect, inpair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be
confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part contained in any part thereof directly involved in
the controversy in which such judgnent shall have been rendered. It is
hereby declared to be the intent of the legislature that this act would
have been enacted even if such invalid provisions had not been included
her ei n.
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S 26. This act shall take effect imrediately, provided however, that
if this act 1is enacted before April 1, 2013, it shall take effect on
April 1, 2013; and provided, further that the amendnents to subdivision
3 of section 139-j of the state finance | aw nade by section ni neteen of
this act shall not affect the repeal of such section and shall be deened
to repeal therewth.



