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I ntroduced by M of A GUNTHER, OTIS, JAFFEE, BARRETT, MDONALD, GABRYS-
ZAK -- read once and referred to the Conmttee on Mental Health --
reported and referred to the Conmittee on Codes -- reported and
referred to the Cormittee on Ways and Means -- passed by Assenbly and
delivered to the Senate, recalled fromthe Senate, vote reconsidered,
bill anended, ordered reprinted, retaining its place on the order of
third reading

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to the creation of
the managed care for persons with devel opnental disabilities advocacy
program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 13.40 of the nental hygiene |aw is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision (h) to read as foll ows:

(H THE COW SSI ONER AND THE COWM SSI ONER OF HEALTH SHALL JO NTLY
ESTABLI SH THE MANAGED CARE FOR PERSONS W TH DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI TI ES
ADVOCACY PROGRAM HEREI NAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE ADVOCACY PROGRAM  THE
ADVOCACY PROGRAM SHALL BE | NTEGRATED W TH AND PROVI DED I N ADDI TI ON TO
| NDEPENDENT MEDI CAI D MANAGED CARE OVBUDS SERVI CES PROVIDED TO PERSONS
WTH DISABILITIES ENROLLING IN MED CAID MANAGED CARE. THE ADVOCACY
PROGRAM SHALL: ADVI SE | NDI VI DUALS OF APPLI CABLE RI GHTS AND RESPONSI BI L-
ITIES, |INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO THE RI GHT TO TREATMENT, PERSON
CENTERED CARE, CARE I N THE MOST | NTEGRATED SETTING AND THE RIGHT TO
CONTEST DECI SI ONS MADE BY A MANAGED CARE COVPANY; PROVI DE | NFORMVATI ON,
REFERRALS AND TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE TO ADDRESS THE NEEDS OF | NDI VI DUALS
W TH DI SABI LI TIES; AND PURSUE LEGAL, ADM NI STRATI VE AND OTHER APPROPRI -
ATE REMEDI ES OR APPROACHES TO ENSURE THE PROTECTI ON OF AND ADVOCACY FOR
THE RIGHTS OF THE ENROLLEES. THE ADVOCACY PROGRAM SHALL ALSO PROVI DE
SUPPORT TO ELI G BLE I NDI VIDUALS ENRCLLING IN DI SCOS, HMOS PROVIDI NG
SERVI CES PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION EIGHT OF SECTI ON FORTY- FOUR HUNDRED
THREE OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW MANAGED LONG TERM CARE PLANS PROVI DI NG

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SERVI CES UNDER SUBDI VI SIONS TWELVE, THH RTEEN AND FOURTEEN OF SECTI ON
FORTY- FOUR HUNDRED THREE- F OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW FULLY | NTEGRATED
DUAL ADVANTAGE PROVIDI NG SERVICES UNDER SUBDI VI SI ON TWENTY- SEVEN OF
SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED SI XTY-FOUR-J OF THE SOCI AL SERVI CES LAW AND ANY
OTHER MANAGED CARE ENTI TY; SUPPORT DURI NG THE PERSON- CENTERED PLANNI NG
PROCESS AND RELATED PROCESSES | NCLUDI NG UPDATES TO THE PERSON- CENTERED
CARE PLAN; AND ASSI STANCE W TH SECURI NG HOUSI NG EMPLOYMENT, AND COWJ
NI TY- BASED SUPPORTS AND SERVI CES THAT FALL OUTSI DE OF THE SCOPE OF DI SCO
SERVI CES AND SUPPORTS.

THE COW SSIONERS SHALL JO NTLY DESI GNATE AN | NDEPENDENT AGENCY OR
ORGANI ZATI ON TO ADM NI STER THE ADVOCACY PROGRAM SUCH AGENCY SHALL BE
THE AGENCY COORDI NATING THE | NDEPENDENT MEDI CAI D MANAGED CARE OVBUDS
SERVI CES, OR A SUB- CONTRACTOR OF THAT AGENCY. THE ADVOCACY PROGRAM SHALL
BE ADVI SED BY A BOARD, WHOSE MEMBERSHI P SHALL REFLECT REPRESENTATI ON OF
THE DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI TY POPULATI ON.

S 2. Nothing in this act is intended to transfer to the devel opnental
di sabilities advocacy programcreated by subdivision (h) of section
13.40 of the nmental hygiene |aw any current duties, including Medicaid
service coordination, of state enpl oyees who are enployed by the office
for people with devel opnental disabilities.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



