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STATE OF NEW YORK

6359
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 26, 2013

Introduced by M of A ABINANTI -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Health

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to enacting the
“phi | osophi cal exenption to inmunizations act"”

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "phil osoph-
i cal exenption to i munizations act".

S 2. Subdivision 6 of section 2164 of the public health law, as
anended by chapter 189 of the laws of 2006, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

6. In the event that a person in parental relation to a child nakes
application for adm ssion of such child to a school or has a child
attending school and there exists no certificate or other acceptable
evidence of the <child' s immunization against polionyelitis, munps,
neasl es, diphtheria, rubella, varicella, hepatitis B, pertussis, teta-
nus, and, where applicable, Haenophilus influenzae type b (H b) and
pneunococcal disease, the principal, teacher, owner or person in charge
of the school shall informsuch person of the necessity to have the
child imrunized, that such immnization nmay be adm nistered by any
health practitioner, or that the child may be i mmuni zed w thout charge
by the health officer in the county where the child resides, if such
person executes a consent therefor AND PROVIDE A FORM CITING OTHER
OPTIONS OF COWPLI ANCE AS NOTED IN THI'S SECTION. In the event that such
person does not wish to select a health practitioner to admnister the
I mmuni zation, [he or she shall be provided wth a formwhich] THE
PROVI DED FORM shal |l give notice that as a prerequisite to processing the
application for adm ssion to, or for continued attendance at, the schoo
such person shall state a valid reason for w thhol ding consent, OR CHECK
A FI XED STATEMENT PRE- PRI NTED ON THE FORM | NDI CATI NG H' S OR HER PERSONAL
OBJECTI ON TO | MVUNI ZATI ONS, MEDI CAL TESTI NG AND TREATMENTS or consent

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBDO7336-01- 3



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A. 6359 2

shall be given for imunization to be adm nistered by a health officer
in the public enploy, or by a school physician or nurse. The form shal
provide for the execution of a consent by such person and it shall also
state that such person need not execute such consent if subdivision
ei ght or nine of this section apply to such child.

S 3. The openi ng paragraph of subdivision 8-a of section 2164 of the
public health law, as anended by chapter 189 of the laws of 2006, is
amended to read as foll ows:

Whenever a child has been refused admi ssion to, or continued attend-
ance at, a school as provided for in subdivision seven of this section
because there exists no certificate provided for in subdivision five of
this section or other acceptable evidence of the child s inmunization
agai nst polionyelitis, nmunps, neasles, diphtheria, rubella, varicella,
hepatitis B, pertussis, tetanus, and, where applicable, Haenophilus
i nfluenzae type b (H b) and pneunpcoccal disease, OR OTHER EVI DENCE OF
COWLIANCE AS NOTED IN TH' S SECTIQON, the principal, teacher, owner or
person in charge of the school shall

S 4. Subdivision 9 of section 2164 of the public health |aw, as sepa-
rately anended by chapters 405 and 538 of the laws of 1989, is anended
to read as foll ows:

9. This section shall not apply to children whose parent, parents, or
guardian hold PERSONAL OBJECTIONS OR genuine and sincere religious
beliefs which are contrary to the practices herein required, and no
certificate OF | MMUNI ZATION, MEDI CAL TESTS AND TREATMENTS shall be
required as a prerequisite to such children being admtted or received
into school or attending school.

S 5. Subdivision 6 of section 2165 of the public health |aw, as added
by chapter 405 of the laws of 1989, is anended to read as foll ows:

6. In the event that a student registers at an institution and has not
conplied with subdivision two of this section, the institution shal
inform such student of the necessity to be immunized, that such inmmuni-
zation nmay be adnministered by any health practitioner, or that the
student may be inmmunized w thout charge by the health officer in the
county where the student resides or in which the institution is |ocated,
AND PROVI DE A FORM CI TI NG THE OTHER OPTI ONS OF COWPLI ANCE AS NOTED IN
TH'S SECTION. In the event that such student does not conply with this
section, he or she shall be given notice that attendance at the institu-
tion requires inmunization unless a valid reason is provided by such
student pursuant to subdivision eight or nine of this section OR UNLESS
SUCH STUDENT HAS CHECKED A FI XED STATEMENT PRE- PRI NTED ON THE FORM | NDI -
CATI NG A PERSONAL OBJECTI ON TO | MMUNI ZATI ONS, MEDI CAL TESTI NG AND TREAT-
MENTS.

S 6. Subdivision 9 of section 2165 of the public health |aw, as added
by chapter 405 of the laws of 1989, is anended to read as foll ows:

9. This section shall not apply to a person who hol ds PERSONAL
OBJECTI ONS OR genui ne and sincere religious beliefs which are contrary
to the practices herein required, and no certificate OF | MVUNI ZATI ON,
MEDI CAL TESTS AND TREATMENTS shall be required as a prerequisite to such
person being adnmitted or received into or attending an institution.

S 7. This act shall take effect imediately.



