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STATE OF NEW YORK

6336
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 25, 2013

Introduced by M of A TED SCO -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to anend the state law, in relation to the conposition of the
| egi sl ature

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The state law is anended by adding a new article 9 to read
as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 9
COW SSI ON FOR REAPPORTI ONMVENT
SECTI ON 140. COWM SSI ON FOR REAPPORTI ONMENT.

S 140. COVWM SSI ON FOR REAPPORTI ONMENT. 1. FOLLOW NG THE TWDO THOUSAND
TEN CENSUS THE SENATE SHALL CONSI ST OF SI XTY-TWO MEMBERS. SUCH MEMBERS
SHALL BE ELECTED FOR TWO YEAR TERMS. THE ASSEMBLY SHALL CONSI ST OF ONE
HUNDRED FI FTY MEMBERS. SUCH MEMBERS SHALL SERVE FOR TWO YEAR TERME.

2. FOLLOW NG EACH DECENNI AL FEDERAL CENSUS OR WHENEVER THERE | S REASON
TO REAPPORTI ON THE LEGA SLATURE OR TO PROVIDE FOR NEW CONGRESSI ONAL
DISTRICT BOUNDARIES |IN THE STATE, OR BOTH, BECAUSE OF A NEW FEDERAL
CENSUS OR BECAUSE OF A DECI SION OF A COURT OF COVPETENT JURI SDI CTI ON, OR
DETERM NATI ON OF A FEDERAL AGENCY OR DEPARTMENT, A COW SSI ON FOR REAP-
PORTI ONMENT SHALL BE FORMED ON ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE. THE
COW SSI ON SHALL CONSI ST OF NI NETEEN MEMBERS TO BE APPO NTED AS FOLLOWS:
THREE MEMBERS OF THE COWM SSI ON SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, ONE
BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, ONE BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF
THE SENATE, ONE BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND ONE BY THE M NORITY
LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY. THE TWELVE REMAI NI NG MEMBERS SHALL REPRESENT
EACH OF THE STATE' S JUDI Cl AL DI STRICTS AND SHALL BE SELECTED BASED ON
ELECTI ONS HELD I N EACH OF THE STATE' S JUDI Cl AL DI STRICTS I N THE ELECTI ON
| MVMEDI ATELY PRECEDI NG THE TAKI NG OF THE FEDERAL CENSUS. NO MEMBER SHALL
BE ELI G BLE TO SERVE AS AN ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE OF A JUDI Cl AL DI STRI CT
VWHO IS CURRENTLY A MEMBER OF THE STATE SENATE OR ASSEMBLY. |IN THE EVENT

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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OF A VACANCY THE RESPECTI VE APPO NTI NG AUTHORI TY SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORI -
TY TO APPO NT NEW MEMBERS; | N THE CASE OF A VACANCY CREATED IN A JUDl -
CIAL DI STRICT THE GOVERNOR SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORI TY TO APPO NT REPLACE-
VENTS.

3. USING THE LATEST DATA FROM THE MOST RECENT FEDERAL CENSUS THE
COW SSI ON FOR REAPPORTI ONMENT SHALL HAVE THE RESPONSI BI LI TY FOR SUBM T-
TING A PLAN FOR CONGRESS|I ONAL AND LEGQ SLATI VE REDI STRI CTI NG CONS| STENT
WTH THE PROVISIONS OF TH S ARTICLE. | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE FOLLOW NG
CRI TERI A:

A. EQUAL | NHABI TANTS: DI STRI CTS SHALL CONTAI N AS NEARLY AS PRACTI CA-
BLE AN EQUAL NUMBER OF | NHABI TANTS AND I N NO EVENT SHALL THERE BE MCORE
THAN A FI VE PERCENT DEVI ATI ON BETWEEN THE MOST POPULOUS AND LEAST POPU-
LOUS DI STRICTS I N THE STATE.

B. COWMMUNITIES OF | NTEREST: DI STRI CTS SHALL BE BASED ON CONSI DERATI ON
OF THE VARI ED FACTORS THAT CAN BE CREATED OR CONTRI BUTE TO COVWUNI TI ES
OF I NTEREST. THESE FACTORS MAY | NCLUDE ECONOM C FACTORS, SOCI AL FACTCRS,
CULTURAL FACTORS, GEOGRAPH C FACTORS, GOVERNMENTAL JURI SDI CTI ON AND
SERVI CE DELI VERY AREAS. POLI TI CAL BELI EFS, VOTI NG TRENDS AND | NCUMBENCY
CONS| DERATI ONS ARE SECONDARY | N DETERM NI NG COMMUNI TI ES OF | NTEREST.

C. CONTI GU TY AND COVPACTNESS: DI STRI CTS SHALL AT ALL TI MES CONSI ST OF
CONTI GUOUS TERRI TORY, AND BE I N AS COWACT FORM AS PRACTI CABLE. NO TOWN,
EXCEPT A TOM HAVING MORE THAN A FULL RATI O OF APPORTI ONMENT, AND NO
BLOCK IN A CI TY ENCLOSED BY STREETS OR PUBLI C WAYS, SHALL BE DIVIDED IN
THE FORMATI ON OF A DI STRI CT.

D. CONFLICT OF CRITERIA: ALL OF THE FOREGO NG CRITERI A SHALL BE
CONSI DERED | N THE REDI STRI CTI NG PROCESS, BUT POPULATI ON EQUALITY AMONG
DI STRICTS SHALL BE @ VEN FI RST PRI ORI TY AND PRESERVATI ON OF COMMUNI Tl ES
OF INTEREST SHALL BE G VEN SECOND PRICRITY IN THE EVENT OF CONFLICT
AMONG THE CRITERIA. IN DEVELOPING A PROPCSED MAP THE COWM SSI ON FOR
REAPPORTI ONVENT SHALL HOLD MEETI NGS ACROSS THE STATE TO RECEIVE | NPUT
FROM | NTERESTED CITIZENS. ALL MEETINGS OF THE COW SSI ON FOR REAPPOR-
TI ONMENT SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THE OPEN NMEETINGS LAW
ALL PLANS APPROVED BY THE COWM SSI ON FOR REAPPORTI ONVENT SHALL BE BASED
ON THE APPROVAL OF A MAJORITY OF I TS MEMBERS AS REFLECTED IN A VOTE OF
THE COW SSI ON FOR REAPPORTI ONVENT AS A REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETI NG

4. CONSI STENT WTH THE CRI TERI A LI STED IN TH S SECTI ON THE COWM SSI ON
FOR REAPPORTI ONVENT SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR SUBM TTI NG FOR LEGQ SLATI VE
APPROVAL A PROPCSED MAP FOR THE REDI STRI CTI NG OF CONGRESSI ONAL AND
LEG SLATI VE DI STRI CT BOUNDARI ES NO LATER THAN NI NETY DAYS FOLLOWN NG THE
DATE IN VWHCH IT |S CONVENED. THE LEAQ SLATURE SHALL HAVE THI RTY DAYS
FROM THE DATE THE PLAN | S SUBM TTED TO APPROVE OR DI SAPPROVE THE PLAN.
| F THE LEG SLATURE VOTES TO DI SAPPROVE THE PLAN OR DOES NOT APPROVE THE
PLAN WTH N TH RTY DAYS OF | TS SUBM SSI ON THE COW SSI ON  FOR REAPPOR-
TIONVENT WLL RECONSIDER TS PLAN MAKI NG APPROPRI ATE AMENDMENTS WHEN
NECESSARY. | F THE LEG SLATURE REJECTS TH S RESUBM TTED PLAN A COURT OF
COWPETENT JURISDICTION WLL HAVE THE RIGHT TO DEVISE A PLAN THAT
COWPLI ES W TH STATE AND FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATI ONS. THE COWM SSI ON FOR
REAPPORTI ONVENT SHALL HAVE STANDI NG TO BRI NG SUCH AN ACTI ON. NOTHING I N
TH'S ARTICLE SHALL PROH BIT THE COW SSI ON FOR REAPPORTI ONVENT FROM
SUBM TTI NG ADDI TI ONAL PLANS WHEN THE LEGQ SLATURE HAS NOTI' VOTED TO
APPROVE | TS PREVIQUS SUBM SSION. I N NO EVENT SHALL A PLAN FOR REDI S-
TRI CTI NG CONGRESSI ONAL OR LEQ SLATI VE DI STRI CTS BE ENACTED BY THE LEQ S-
LATURE UNLESS SUCH PLAN HAS FI RST BEEN APPROVED BY THE COWM SSION FOR
REAPPORTI ONVENT  OR COURT OF COVPETENT JURI SDI CTI ON. ALL PLANS CREATED
PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE SHALL BE THE PLAN SUBM TTED FOR APPROVAL TO THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AS REQUI RED UNDER THE FEDERAL VOTI NG RI GHTS ACT. ALL
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DATA, | NCLUDI NG ALL DEMOGRAPHI C AND OTHER STATI STI CAL | NFORMATI ON  USED
BY THE COWM SSION | N DEVELOPI NG A PLAN SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE
PUBLI C AT THE SAME Tl ME ANY PROPOSED PLAN IS SUBM TTED TO THE LEQ SLA-
TURE.

5. ALL PLANS CREATED PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE SHALL
BE FI NALI ZED IN TI ME FOR PERSONS TO BE QUALI FI ED AS CANDI DATES IN THE
DI STRI CTS CREATED PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE I N THE ELECTI ONS | MVEDI ATELY
SUCCEEDI NG THE CREATI NG OF THE COWM SSI ON FOR REAPPORTI ONVENT.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



