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STATE OF NEW YORK

5788
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 6, 2013

Introduced by M of A BENEDETTO -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Governmental Operations

AN ACT to anend the executive law, the civil rights law, the agriculture
and markets |law, the transportation |aw and the public housing law, in
relation to service animls, guide dogs, hearing dogs or service dogs;
and to repeal certain provisions of the executive law relating thereto

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivisions 32 and 33 of section 292 of the executive |aw
are REPEALED and subdi vi sion 31, as added by chapter 133 of the laws of
2007, is anmended to read as foll ows:

31. The term "guide dog" [neans any dog that is trained to aid a
person who is blind by a recogni zed gui de dog training center or profes-
sional guide dog trainer, and is actually used for such purpose], "HEAR-
| NG DOG' OR "SERVI CE DOG' SHALL HAVE THE SAME MEANI NG AS THOSE TERMS ARE
DEFI NED | N SECTI ON FORTY-SEVEN-B OF THE CIVIL RI GHTS LAW

S 2. Subdivision 14 of section 296 of the executive |aw, as anended by
chapter 133 of the laws of 2007, is amended to read as foll ows:

14. 1t shall be an unlawful discrimnatory practice for any person
engaged in any activity covered by this section to discrimnm nate agai nst
a blind person, a hearing inpaired person or a person with [a] ANOTHER
disability on the basis of his or her use of a guide dog, hearing dog or
servi ce dog.

S 3. Subdivisions 3 and 4 of section 47-b of the civil rights law, as
anmended by chapter 404 of the |laws of 1986, are anended and a new subdi -
vision 7 is added to read as foll ows:

3. [Persons qualified to train dogs] A PERSON ENGAGED IN TRAINING A
DOG to [aid and] guide OR OTHERW SE AID persons with a disability, while
engaged in such training activities, AND A PERSON WTH A DI SABI LI TY FOR
WHOM THE DOG | S BEI NG TRAI NED, shall have the sane rights and privil eges
set forth for persons with a disability in this article.

4. The term "guide dog", OR "hearing dog" [or "service dog"] shal
nmean a dog [which] THAT is [properly harnessed] UNDER THE CONTRCL OF THE
PERSON USI NG OR TRAINING I T and has been or is being trained [by a qual -
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ified person,] to [aid and] guide OR OTHERW SE TO AID a person with a
di sability.

7. "SERVICE DOG' MEANS ANY DOG UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE PERSON USI NG
OR TRAINING I T AND THAT HAS BEEN OR | S BEI NG | NDI VI DUALLY TRAI NED TO DO
WORK OR PERFORM TASKS FOR THE BENEFI T OF A PERSON W TH A DI SABI LI TY.

S 4. Subdivisions 9, 21, 22 and 26 of section 108 of the agriculture
and markets | aw, subdivisions 9 and 21 as anended by chapter 404 of the
laws of 1986, subdivision 22 as anmended by chapter 39 of the | aws of
2002 and subdivision 26 as added by chapter 558 of the |aws of 2002, are
amended to read as foll ows:

9. "Quide dog" nmeans any dog that is trained to aid a person who is
blind and is actually wused for such purpose, or any dog [owned by a
recogni zed gui de dog training center located within the state] during
the period such dog is being trained or bred for such purpose.

21. "Hearing dog" neans any dog that is trained to aid a person with a
hearing inmpairment and is actually used for such purpose, or any dog
[owned by a recogni zed training center |ocated within the state] during
the period such dog is being trained or bred for such purpose.

22. "Service dog" neans any dog that has been or is being individually
trained to do work or performtasks for the benefit of a person with a
di sability[, provided that the dog is or will be owned by such person or
that person's parent, guardian or other |egal representative].

26. "Therapy dog" neans any dog that is trained to aid the enptiona
and physical health of patients in hospitals, nursing homes, retirenent
hones and ot her settings and is actually used for such purpose, or any
dog [owned by a recognized training center |ocated within the state]
during the period such dog is being trained or bred for such purpose.

S 5. Section 147 of the transportation |law, as anmended by chapter 404
of the laws of 1986, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 147. Dogs acconpanying persons wth a disability. Subject to such
rul es and regul ati ons as the conm ssioner nay prescribe, all common and
contract carriers of passengers by notor vehicle shall permt a guide
dog, hearing dog or service dog [properly harnessed,] AS DEFINED IN
SECTI ON FORTY-SEVEN-B OF THE CIVIL RI GHTS LAW acconpanyi hg a person with
a disability, as defined in subdivision twenty-one of section two
hundred ninety-two of the executive law, to [aid and guide] ACCOVPANY
TO GUIDE, OR OTHERW SE TO AI D such person, to ride on all vehicles oper-
ated for transportation and no charge shall be made for the transporta-
tion of such dog.

S 6. Section 223-b of the public housing |aw, as added by chapter 689
of the laws of 1980, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 223-b. Discrimnation against A PERSON WTH A hearing [inpaired
persons] | MPAI RVMENT who [ have] HAS A hearing [dogs] DOG No [hearing
i npai red] person who has a hearing inpairnent [manifested by a speech
di scrimnation score of forty percent or less in the better ear wth
appropriate correction as certified by a |licensed audi ol ogi st or otorhi-
nol aryngol ogist as defined in section seven hundred ei ghty-one of the
general business |law, or a physician who has exam ned such person pursu-
ant to the provisions of section seven hundred ei ghty-four of such | aw, ]
shal | be denied occupancy in a dwelling in any project or be subjected
to eviction fromany such dwelling on the sole ground that such person
owns a hearing dog AS DEFINED IN SECTION FORTY-SEVENNB OF THE CVIL
RIGHTS LAW provided, however, that if after occupancy a health hazard
results on account of such dog, the public health officer having juris-
diction may take such corrective neasures as nmay be appropri ate.

S 7. This act shall take effect immediately.



