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Introduced by M of A DI NOWNTZ MAl SEL, STEVENSON, M LLMAN, HOOPER - -
Mul ti-Sponsored by -- M of A ARROYO COOK, G BSON, SCH MEL, WEI SEN-
BERG -- read once and referred to the Comrittee on Transportation

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to requiring
vehicle identification nunbers on the wheels of all notor vehicles
sold in this state; and to anend the penal law, in relation to forgery
of a vehicle identification nunber

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis anmended by adding a new
section 431-a to read as foll ows:

S 431-A. | DENTI FI CATI ON NUMBERS ON VEHI CLE WHEELS. | N ADDI TI ON TO THE
REQUI REMENTS OF SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED THI RTY-ONE OF THIS ARTICLE, EVERY
MANUFACTURER OR ASSEMBLER OF A VEHI CLE SOLD IN THI S STATE SHALL HAVE
ENGRAVED ON EACH OF THE FOUR WHEELS OF SUCH VEHI CLE, NOT | NCLUDI NG ANY
SPARE WHEEL, THE VEHI CLE | DENTI FI CATI ON NUMBER OF THE VEH CLE THEY WERE
SOLD W TH. SUCH | DENTI FI CATI ON NUMBER SHALL BE NO SMALLER IN SIZE THAN
IS REQUI RED BY RULE OR REGULATI ON FOR THE VEH CLE | DENTI FI CATI ON NUMBER
REQUI RED UNDER THI' S ARTI CLE. EACH ENGRAVED WHEEL | DENTI FI CATI ON NUMBER
SHALL BE ACCOVPANI ED BY A LI KEW SE ENGRAVED SUFFI X DIA T, EITHER 1, 2, 3
OR 4, THAT UN QUELY | DENTIFIES EACH OF THE FOUR WHEELS FROM THE OTHER
THREE. EACH ENGRAVED | DENTI FI CATI ON NUMBER SHALL BE IN A LOCATI ON ON THE
VHEEL THAT FACES OUTWARD FROM THE BODY OF THE VEHI CLE WHEN THE WHEEL | S
MOUNTED ON THE VEHI CLE AS IT WAS DESI GNED TO BE, AND SHALL BE PLAI NLY
VI SI BLE FROM THE VEH CLE' S EXTERI OR, W THOUT OBSTRUCTI ON BY ANY SPOKE OR
OTHER PART OF THE WHEEL. EACH WHEEL VEHI CLE | DENTI FI CATI ON NUMBER AND
UNI QUE SUFFI X SHALL BE ENGRAVED DI RECTLY | NTO THE WHEEL | TSELF IN A
MANNER THAT | S MEANT TO BE PERMANENT FOR THE LI FE OF THE WHEEL AND MEANT
TO EXHI BI T CLEAR EVI DENCE OF AN ATTEMPT TO REMOVE, DEFACE, OR ALTER THE
ENGRAVI NG THI S ENGRAVI NG REQUI REMENT SHALL NOT APPLY TO ANY WHEEL SCOLD

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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W TH A NEW VEH CLE THAT THE ORI G NAL MANUFACTURER W LL AGREE, I N WRI TI NG
AT THE TIME OF SALE, TO REPLACE IN THE EVENT OF LOSS, DAMAGE OR THEFT AT
ANY TI ME AFTER THE DATE OF ORIG NAL SALE OF THE ACCOWPANYI NG VEH CLE,
W TH A WHEEL OF | DENTI CAL APPEARANCE AND CONSTRUCTI ON, FOR LESS THAN ONE
HUNDRED FI FTY DOLLARS.

S 2. Subdivision 1 of section 170.65 of the penal |aw, as anended by
chapter 488 of the laws of 1977, is amended to read as foll ows:

(1) He knowi ngly destroys, covers, defaces, alters or otherw se chang-
es the formor appearance of a vehicle identification nunber on any
vehicle or conponent part thereof[, except tires] |NCLUDI NG THE VEHI -
CLE' S WHEELS BUT NOT THE TI RES MOUNTED THEREON; or

S 3. The vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding a new section
1223-b to read as foll ows:

S 1223-B. NO PERSON SHALL OPERATE A MOTOR VEHI CLE WHEN THE VEHI CLE
| DENTI FI CATI ON NUMBERS THAT HAVE BEEN ENGRAVED ON ANY WHEEL I N ACCORD-
ANCE W TH SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED THI RTY- ONE- A OF THI S CHAPTER ARE COVERED
OR OBSCURED.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have beconme a | aw and shall apply to all
not or vehicl es manufactured and sold on or after such date.



