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STATE OF NEW YORK

5085
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 20, 2013

Introduced by M of A TENNEY -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to creating a veterans'
cl eari nghouse for purposes of identifying veterans eligible for bene-
fits

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 369
to read as foll ows:

S 369. VETERANS' CLEARI NGHOUSE. 1. THE DI VI SI ON | S HEREBY DI RECTED TO
CREATE AND MAI NTAI N A CENTRALI ZED DATABASE, TO BE KNOWN AS THE VETERANS
CLEARI NGHOUSE, WHI CH SHALL COLLECT | NFORMATI ON RELATI NG TO THE | DENTI FI -
CATI ON OF VETERANS RESI DING I N THE STATE AND THE STATE OR FEDERAL BENE-
FI TS RECElI VED OR AVAI LABLE TO VETERANS SO | DENTI FI ED

2. THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS SHALL ENTER | NTO A MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDI NG W TH THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS  AFFAI RS
THAT ALLOAS FOR THE SHARI NG OF | NFORMATI ON RELATI NG TO THE | DENTI FI CA-
TI ON OF VETERANS RESI DI NG | N THE STATE WHO ARE RECEI VI NG OR ELI G BLE FOR
FEDERAL VETERANS' BENEFI TS.

3. ALL DEPARTMENTS, DI VI SIONS, BUREAUS, BOARDS, COWM SSI ONS AND AGEN-
CIES OF THE STATE AND POLITICAL SUBDI VI SI ONS THERECF, WHI CH PROVI DE
ASS| STANCE OR OTHER BENEFI TS TO | NDI VI DUALS, WHEN THE PROVI SI ON OF SUCH
ASSI STANCE OR BENEFI TS | S RELATED TO THE RECI Pl ENT' S VETERAN STATUS OR
M LI TARY EXPERI ENCES, SHALL REQUEST THAT SUCH ASSI STED PERSONS PROVI DE
| NFORMATI ON W TH REGARD TO THEI R VETERAN STATUS AND M LI TARY EXPERI ENCES
AND SHALL REPORT SUCH | NFORVATI ON TO THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS
FOR | NCLUSI ON I N THE VETERANS' CLEARI NGHOUSE. SUCH | NFORVATI ON SHARI NG
SHALL BE FOR THE PURPOSES OF ALLOW NG THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS
TO (A) EXAM NE WHETHER ANY SUCH VETERANS ARE ELIGABLE FOR FEDERAL OR
STATE BENEFI TS, AND (B) FORMULATE POLI Cl ES THAT ASSI ST SUCH VETERANS I N
OBTAI NI NG SUCH BENEFI TS. | NDI VI DUALS | DENTI FYI NG THEMSELVES AS VETERANS

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SHALL BE ADVI SED THAT THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS AND LOCAL VETER-
ANS' SERVICE ACGENCIES ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED
FI FTY- SEVEN OF THI S ARTI CLE PROVI DE ASSI STANCE TO VETERANS REGARDI NG
BENEFI TS UNDER FEDERAL AND STATE LAW

4. THE DEPARTMENTS, DI VI SI ONS, BUREAUS, BQOARDS, COWM SSI ONS AND AGEN-
ClES OF THE STATE AND POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ONS THEREOF, WH CH ARE REQUI RED
TO REPORT | NFORVATI ON TO THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS FOR | NCLUSI ON
I N THE VETERANS' CLEARI NGHOUSE PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION THREE OF THI'S
SECTI ON, SHALL SUBM T SUCH A REPORT ON A QUARTERLY BASIS IN A FORM AND
MANNER TO BE DETERM NED BY THE DI RECTOR OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS.

5. THE DEPARTMENTS, DI VI SI ONS, BUREAUS, BOARDS, COWM SSI ONS AND AGEN-
ClES OF THE STATE AND POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ONS THEREOF, WH CH ARE REQUI RED
TO REPORT | NFORVATI ON TO THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS FOR | NCLUSI ON
IN THE VETERANS' CLEARI NGHOUSE PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION THREE OF THI S
SECTI ON, SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT SHALL NOT BE LIM TED TO, THOSE DEPARTMENTS,
DI VI SIONS, BUREAUS, BOARDS, COWM SSIONS AND AGENCI ES OF THE STATE AND
POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ONS THERECF, WHI CH ARE SUBJECT TO THE REQUI REMENTS OF
SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FI FTY- FOUR-A OF THI' S ARTI CLE, AND:

(A) THE DI VI SION OF M LI TARY AND NAVAL AFFAI RS;

(B) LOCAL ASSESSOR UNI'TS, WHI CH SHALL BE REQUI RED TO REPORT | NFORMA-
TION REGARDI NG OWERS OF REAL PROPERTY WHO ARE RECI Pl ENTS OF THE REAL
PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTI ON PROVI DED BY SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY-EI GHT OR
FOUR HUNDRED FI FTY- El GHT- A OF THE REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW

(© THE H GHER EDUCATI ON SERVI CES CORPORATI ON, WHI CH SHALL BE REQUI RED
TO REPORT | NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG THE | DENTI TY OF ANY RECI PI ENTS OF THE
VETERANS' TU TI ON AWARD PROVI DED BY SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED SI XTY-NI NE-A OF
THE EDUCATI ON LAW

(D) THE BOARD OF VI SI TORS OF EACH STATE VETERANS' HOVE, WH CH SHALL BE
REQU RED TO REPORT | NFORMATI ON REGARDI NG THE | DENTI TY OF RESI DENTS OF
EACH HOVE ADM TTED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON TVENTY- SI X HUNDRED THI RTY- TWO OF
THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW AND

(E) COUNTY AND CI TY VETERANS SERVI CE AGENCI ES.

6. | NFORMATI ON REGARDI NG VETERANS'  STATUS AND M LI TARY SERVI CE
PROVI DED BY ASSI STED PERSONS SOLELY TO | MPLEMENT THI S SECTION SHALL BE
PROTECTED AS PERSONAL CONFI DENTI AL | NFORMATI ON UNDER ARTI CLE SI X- A OF
THE PUBLI C OFFI CERS LAW AGAI NST DI SCLOSURE OF CONFI DENTI AL MATERI AL, AND
USED ONLY TO ASSI ST I N THE DI AGNCSI S, TREATMENT, ASSESSMENT AND HANDLI NG
OF THE VETERAN S PROBLEMS W THI N THE AGENCY REQUESTI NG SUCH | NFORMATI ON
AND |IN REFERRING THE VETERAN TO THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS FOR
| NFORMATI ON AND ASSI STANCE WTH REGARD TO BENEFI TS AND ENTI TLEMENTS
UNDER FEDERAL AND STATE LAW

7. THE DI VI SION OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS SHALL COLLECT AND MAI NTAI N | NFOR-
MATI ON  CONCERNI NG SUCH VETERANS | N ACCORDANCE W TH LAW AND THE FEDERAL
HEALTH | NSURANCE PORTABI LITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 1996 (P.L.
104-191) (H PAA), AS AMENDED FROM TI ME TO TI ME, OR REGULATI ONS ADOPTED
THEREUNDER.

8. THE DI RECTOR OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGUJ-
LATIONS TO PROVIDE FOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S
SECTI ON.

S 2. Section 354-a of the executive |aw, as anended by section 95 of
subpart B of part C of chapter 62 of the |aws of 2011, is anended to
read as foll ows:

S 354-a. Information on status of veterans receiving assistance.
Departnents, divisions, bureaus, boards, conmm ssions and agencies of the
state and political subdivisions thereof, which provide assistance,
treatment, counseling, care, supervision or custody in service areas
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involving health, nental health, famly services, crimnal justice or
enpl oynment, including but not limted to the office of alcoholism and
substance abuse services, office of nental health, office of probation
and correctional alternatives, office of children and fam |y services,
of fice of tenporary and disability assistance, departnment of health,
departnment of |abor, 1local workforce investnment boards, office for
peopl e with devel opnental disabilities, and departnent of corrections
and conmunity supervision, shall request assisted persons to provide
information with regard to their veteran status and mnmlitary experi-
ences. Individuals identifying thenselves as veterans shall be advised
that the division of veterans' affairs and | ocal veterans' service agen-
ci es established pursuant to section three hundred fifty-seven of this
article provide assistance to veterans regardi ng benefits under federa

and state law. Information regarding veterans status and mnmlitary
service provided by assisted persons solely to inplenment this section
shall be protected as personal confidential information wunder article

six-A of the public officers |aw against disclosure of confidentia
material, and used only to assist in the diagnosis, treatnent, assess-
ment and handling of the veteran's problens within the agency requesting
such information and in referring the veteran to the division of veter-
ans' affairs for informati on and assistance with regard to benefits and
entitlements wunder federal and state |aw | NFORVATI ON PROVI DED TO THE
DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE | NCLUDED
I N THE VETERANS' CLEARI NGHOUSE ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO SECTION THREE
HUNDRED SI XTY-NI NE OF THI S ARTI CLE

S 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective immediately, the
addi tion, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regul ati on necessary
for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



