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STATE OF NEW YORK

4978
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 13, 2013

Introduced by M of A TH ELE, BARRETT -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on I nsurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance | aw and the workers' conpensation law, in
relation to coverage of long termmnedical care for Lyne di sease and
ot her tick borne rel ated pat hogens

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subsection (i) of section 3216 of the insurance lawis
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph 30 to read as foll ows:

(30) EVERY | NSURER | SSU NG A POLI CY OF ACCI DENT AND HEALTH | NSURANCE
FOR DELIVERY IN TH S STATE SHALL PROVI DE COVERAGE FOR ALL COSTS FOR
TREATMENT OF LYME DISEASE (LYME BORRELICOSIS) AND OTHER TICK BORNE
RELATED PATHOGENS. SUCH TREATMENT SHALL | NCLUDE NOT LESS THAN THI RTY
DAYS OF | NTRAVENOUS ANTI Bl OTI C THERAPY, SIXTY DAYS OF ORAL ANTIBIOTIC
THERAPY, OR BOTH, AND SHALL PROVI DE FURTHER TREATMENT | F RECOMMENDED BY
A PHYSI Cl AN LI CENSED TO PRACTI CE MEDI CI NE | N THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

S 2. Subsection (I) of section 3221 of the insurance |aw is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph 19 to read as foll ows:

(19) EVERY GROUP OR BLANKET POLICY DELI VERED OR | SSUED FOR DELI VERY | N
TH' S STATE WH CH PROVI DES HOSPI TAL, SURG CAL OR MEDI CAL COVERAGE SHALL
PROVI DE COVERAGE FOR ALL COSTS FOR TREATMENT OF LYME DI SEASE (LYME
BORRELI OSI S) AND OTHER TI CK BORNE RELATED PATHOGENS. SUCH TREATMENT
SHALL | NCLUDE NOT LESS THAN THI RTY DAYS OF | NTRAVENOUS ANTI Bl OTl C THERA-
PY, SIXTY DAYS OF ORAL ANTI BI OTl C THERAPY, OR BOTH, AND SHALL PROVI DE
FURTHER TREATMENT | F RECOMVENDED BY A PHYSICIAN LICENSED TO PRACTICE
MEDI CI NE | N THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

S 3. Section 4303 of the insurance |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subsection (jj) to read as foll ows:

(JJ) EVERY MEDI CAL EXPENSE | NDEWMNITY CORPORATION, HOSPI TAL SERVICE
CORPORATI ON AND HEALTH SERVI CE CORPORATI ON WHI CH PROVI DES COVERAGE FOR
MEDI CAL, SURG CAL OR MAJOR MEDI CAL CARE SHALL PROVI DE COVERAGE FOR ALL
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COSTS FOR TREATMENT OF LYME DI SEASE (LYME BORRELI OSI'S) AND OTHER TI CK
BORNE RELATED PATHOGENS. SUCH TREATMENT SHALL | NCLUDE NOT LESS THAN
THI RTY DAYS OF | NTRAVENOUS ANTI BI OTI C THERAPY, SI XTY DAYS OF ORAL ANTI -

Bl OTI C THERAPY, OR BOTH, AND SHALL PROVI DE FURTHER TREATMENT | F RECOW

MENDED BY A PHYSI Cl AN LI CENSED TO PRACTI CE MEDI CI NE I N THE STATE OF NEW
YORK.

S 4. Paragraph 30 of subdivision 2 of section 3 of the workers'
conpensation | aw, as renunbered by chapter 665 of the laws of 1971, s
renunbered paragraph 31 and a new paragraph 30 is added to read as
fol | ows:

30. LYME DI SEASE 30. ANY PROCESS | NVOLVI NG
(LYME BORRELI CSI S) OQUTDOOR ACTIVITY OR
AND OTHER TI CK BORNE TREATMENT OF ANI MALS.

RELATED PATHOGENS.

S 5. The cl osi ng paragraph of subdivision 2 of section 3 of the work-
ers' conpensation |aw, as anended by chapter 666 of the |laws of 1971, is
amended to read as foll ows:

Not hing in paragraph [thirty] THI RTY-ONE of this subdivision shall be
construed to apply to any disability or death due to any disease
descri bed in paragraph twenty-nine of this subdivision.

S 6. Subdivision 9 of section 201 of the workers' conpensation law is
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph Cto read as foll ows:

C. "DISABILITY" ALSO | NCLUDES DI SABI LI TY CAUSED BY OR | N CONNECTI ON
W TH LYME DI SEASE (LYME BORRELI GSI'S) AND OTHER Tl CK BORNE RELATED PATHO-
GENS.

S 7. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw provi ded, however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the addition, amendnent and/or repeal of any rules or regulations
necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date is
aut hori zed to be nmade on or before such effective date.



