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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 4, 2013

Introduced by M of A  KAVANAGH, SCH MM NGER, SILVER, CAHI LL, COXK,

LUPARDO, LIFTON -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A BRENNAN, CLARK
COLTON, GALEF, GLICK, GOITFRIED, JACOBS, MARKEY, M LLMAN, MORELLE
ORTI Z, PAULI N, SCARBOROUGH, SWEENEY, THI ELE, WEI SENBERG -- read once

and referred to the Cormittee on Econoni c Devel opnent

AN ACT creating a sustainable devel opnent task force to study the feasi-
bility of adopting goal oriented and performance based regul atory
systens to achi eve a goal of sustainabl e devel opnent for the state of
New Yor k

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. As used in this act, the term

(1) "Benchmarks" means interimindicators that neasure the progress in
achi evi ng neasurabl e obj ectives and | ong term neasurabl e goal s.

(2) "Long term nmeasurabl e goal s" neans the attai nnent of the condition
for a paraneter that is necessary to achieve sustainable devel opnent
within 25 years.

(3) "Measurable objectives" neans neasurabl e achi evenents at specific
points in tinme, typically in tw- to five-year segnents that over the
duration achi eve | ong term neasurabl e goal s.

(4) "Sustainabl e devel opnent” neans managi ng the use, devel opnent and
protection of natural and physical resources in a way, or at a rate,
t hat enabl es people to neet their current needs w thout conprom sing the
ability of future generations to nmeet their own needs.

S 2. The legislature finds and decl ares that:

(1) In order to establish a policy of sustainable devel opnent neces-
sary for econom c conpetitiveness in the twenty-first century, the state
nmust achi eve the follow ng internedi ate val ue goal s:

(a) A conpetitive and bal anced econony;

(b) A heal thy environnent;

(c) A continuing resource base; and
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(d) Communities that provide a good quality of life, for both current
and future generations of New Yorkers.

(2) Although New York state has nmade progress towards the goals set
forth in subdivision one of this section, it lacks an integrated strate-
gy for achieving these goals concurrently. It also |acks established
nmechani sms for measuring the success of activities inplenented to
achi eve these goals.

(3) To develop an integrated strategy for achieving the four goals set
forth in subdivision one of this section, and thus establishing a
sust ai nabl e devel opnent policy, the state rnust:

(a) Examne the feasibility of establishing clear, |ong term neasur-
abl e goals for environnmental and natural resource stewardship along with
nmeasur abl e obj ectives and interimbenchmarks to nonitor progress towards
t he goal s;

(b) Exami ne a perfornmance based systemin which long term neasurable
goals can be attained by carefully nonitored and sel f-generated, incen-
tive based strategies that inprove the efficiency and effectiveness of
envi ronnental rmanagenent and regul ati on for businesses, comunities and
government; and

(c) Integrate environnmental and natural resource goals wth economc
and soci etal goals.

S 3. In order to achieve the goals set forth in subdivision one of
section two of this act, the state shall exam ne an environnmental and
nat ural resource managenent systemthat is based on a policy of sustain-
abl e devel opnent and that:

(1) Establishes clear |ong term nmeasurabl e goal s and neasurabl e obj ec-
tives;

(2) Is incentive based and perfornance oriented;

(3) Alows attainment of superior environmental and natural resource
managenent performance by adoption of a performance track in which enti-
ties would be held accountable for achieving | ong term nmeasurable goals
but have freedomto choose how to acconplish them

(4) Assures predictability for participants;

(5) Is integrated, cross nedia, cross agency and fl exible;

(6) Focuses on nmanagi ng the causes of environnmental degradation rather
than sinply inpacts;

(7) Concentrates on issues of |long term ecol ogical significance; and

(8) Achieves the objectives of subdivisions one, two, three, four,
five, six and seven of this section in the nbost cost-effective, econom
i cally acconmpdati ng and community oriented nmanner.

S 4. (1) A sustainable devel opnent task force is hereby created to
conduct the exam nation described in section three of +this act and
determine the viability of adopting a goal oriented and performnce
based regul atory systemw th sustai nabl e devel opnent as the overarching
envi ronnental policy for the state.

(2) The task force shall consist of fifteen nenbers to be appointed as
follows: two shall be appointed by the tenporary president of the senate
and one by the mnority | eader of the senate; two shall be appointed by
t he speaker of the assenbly and one by the minority | eader of the assem
bly; seven shall be appointed by the governor. The appointees shall be
broadly representative of the geographic areas of the state and include
representatives of industry, public interest groups and |ocal governnent
and the public at large. No nore than four appointees shall be |[egisla-
tors. Comm ssioners of the departnment of environmental conservation and
t he departnment of econom c devel opnent shall be ex officio nenbers. The
governor shall designate the chairperson and vice chairperson from anong
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his appoi ntees. Vacancies in the nmenbership of the comm ssion and anong

its officers shall be filled in the manner provided for origina
appoi nt nent s.

(3) The task force shall neet within the state, shall hold public
heari ngs, and shall have all the powers of a legislative comittee

pursuant to the legislative |aw.

(4) The nmenbers of the task force shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties hereunder.

(5) To the maxi mum extent feasible, the task force shall be entitled
to request and receive and shall utilize and be provided with such
facilities, resources, and data of any court, departnent, division,
board, bureau, commission, or agency of the state or any politica
subdi vi sion thereof as it may reasonably request to carry out properly
its powers and duties hereunder.

(6) Wth the approval of the chairperson of the task force, nmenbers of
the task force nay participate in neetings of the task force by neans of
vi deoconference or sinilar equipnent that allows all nenbers participat-
ing in such neetings to see and hear each other at the sanme tine and
al lows the public attending the nmeetings in person to see and hear the
menbers of the comm ssion participating in such manner.

S 5. In accordance with the requirenents established by the sustaina-
bl e devel opnent task force, the departnents of environnental conserva-
tion, econom c developnent, agriculture and markets, and parks, recre-
ation and historic preservation and any other agency or public benefit
corporation deened appropriate by the task force shall determ ne the
followi ng and report to the task force:

(1) The degree to which a state policy of sustainable devel opment wil|
assi st the agency in carrying out its m ssion.

(2) Methods for establishing long term neasurable goals to achieve
sust ai nabl e devel oprent, including interimbenchmarks fromthe agency's
per specti ve.

(3) How col | aborati on would occur with other governnental entities and
state agenci es under a policy of sustainabl e devel opnent.

(4) Changes to statutes, rules, policies, intergovernnmental agree-
ments, strategic plans, relationships with private and nonprofit sectors
and the agency's organization and processes that would be necessary to
i npl enment a policy of sustainable devel opnent.

(5) Wiether resources are being allocated in reasonable proportion to
the ecological significance of sustainable devel opment and the resource
al | ocati on changes necessary to bring the allocation into proper propor-
tion.

(6) The extent to which new systens can be developed, particularly
incentive based prograns, to achi eve neasurabl e superior environnental
protection and natural resource managenent.

S 6. The appointing authorities shall appoint the nenbers of the
sust ai nabl e devel opnment task force not Ilater than 30 days after the
effective date of this act and the task force shall convene its first
neeting not later than 30 days thereafter.

S 7. The task force shall nake a prelimnary report to the governor
and the legislature of its findings, conclusions, and reconmendati ons by
the one hundred eightieth day after the effective date of this act and a
final report of its findings, conclusions, and recomendati ons not | ater
than one year after the effective date of this act, and shall submt
with its reports such |legislative proposals as it deens necessary to
i npl enent its reconmendati ons.
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1 S 8. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
2 have becone a | aw



