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STATE OF NEW YORK

4337
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 4, 2013

Introduced by M of A PERRY, DenDEKKER -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the public officers law, in relation to the unauthorized
rel ease of seal ed records

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public officers law is anmended by adding a new section
81 to read as follows:

S 81. UNAUTHORI ZED RELEASE OF SEALED RECORDS. 1. ANY PUBLI C OFFI CER,
OR AN EMPLOYEE THEREOF, WHO | NTENTI ONALLY RELEASES OR  OTHERW SE
DI SCLOSES TO AN UNAUTHORI ZED PERSON A SEALED RECORD OR THE NATURE,
SUBSTANCE OR CONTENTS OF SUCH RECORD THAT HE OR SHE KNEW OR REASONABLY
SHOULD HAVE KNOWN WAS A SEALED RECORD, UNLESS DI SCLOSURE OF SUCH RECORD
OR THE NATURE, SUBSTANCE OR CONTENTS THEREOF | S REQUI RED BY STATUTE OR
UPON WRI TTEN ORDER | SSUED BY A COURT OF COVPETENT JURI SDI CTI ON, SHALL BE
GUILTY OF A CLASS A M SDEMEANOR.

2. NOTHI NG CONTAINED IN THI S SECTI ON SHALL:

(A) PROH BIT AN IND VIDUAL WHO | S THE SUBJECT OF A SEALED RECORD OR,
| F SUCH PERSON | S DECEASED, THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF HIS OR HER
ESTATE, FROM DI SCLOSI NG TO ANOTHER THE NATURE, SUBSTANCE OR CONTENTS OF
H S OR HER SEALED RECORD,

(B) PROH BIT A PUBLI C OFFI CER, OR AN EMPLOYEE THEREOF, FROM RELEASI NG
OR OTHERW SE DI SCLOSI NG SUCH RECORD OR THE NATURE, SUBSTANCE OR CONTENTS
THEREOF PRI OR TO THE | SSUANCE OF THE ORDER SEALI NG SUCH RECORD;

(© PROHBIT A PUBLIC OFFI CER, OR EMPLOYEE THEREOF, FROM DI SCUSSI NG
EVENTS W THI N SUCH OFFI CER OR EMPLOYEE'S KNOALEDGE SO LONG AS SUCH
DI SCUSSION DOES NOT CONFIRM OR DI SCLOSE THE NATURE, SUBSTANCE OR
CONTENTS OF A SEALED RECORD;

(D) PROH BIT A PUBLI C OFFI CER, OR EMPLOYEE THEREOF, FROM RELEASI NG OR
OTHERW SE DI SCLOSI NG SUCH RECORD OR THE NATURE, SUBSTANCE OR CONTENTS
THEREOF TO A PERSON | F HE OR SHE HAS REASON TO BELIEVE, |IN GOOD FAITH

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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AND W TH SUFFI Cl ENT CAUSE, THAT SUCH PERSON IS ENTI TLED TO RECElI VE SUCH
RECORD OR THE NATURE, SUBSTANCE OR CONTENTS THEREOF; OR

(E) PROHIBIT A PUBLIC OFFI CER, OR EMPLOYEE THEREOF, FROM DI SCLOSI NG
THE NATURE OR EXI STENCE OF A SEALED RECORD IN A GOOD FAITH RESPONSE TO
AN INQU RY WHEN SUCH DISCLOSURE IS FOR THE BENEFI T OF THE SUBJECT OF
SUCH SEALED RECORD.

3. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON:

(A) "SEALED RECORD' SHALL MEAN ANY RECORD REQUI RED TO BE SEALED PURSU-
ANT TO SECTI ON 160. 50, 160.55, 160.58, 720.15, OR 725.15 OF THE CRI M NAL
PROCEDURE LAW OR SECTION 375.1 OR 375.2 OF THE FAM LY COURT ACT;

(B) "UNAUTHORI ZED PERSON' SHALL MEAN ANY PERSON WHO | S NOT ENTI TLED TO
RECEI VE OR WHO HAS NOT BEEN GRANTED ACCESS TO, A SEALED RECORD OR THE
NATURE, SUBSTANCE OR CONTENTS THEREOF, PURSUANT TO STATUTE OR UPON A
VRl TTEN ORDER | SSUED BY A COURT OF COVPETENT JURI SDI CTI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



