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STATE OF NEW YORK

3764
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 29, 2013

Introduced by M of A GANIT -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Transportation

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to a driver
safety course; to anend the state finance law, in relation to a driver
safety course fund; to anend the insurance law, the mlitary |law, the
executive law, the vehicle and traffic law, the econom c devel opnent
law and the penal law, in relation to nmaking technical changes there-
to; and to repeal certain provisions of the vehicle and traffic |aw
and the state finance law relating thereto

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Articles 12-B and 12-C of the vehicle and traffic law are
REPEALED and a new article 12-B is added to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 12-B
DRI VER SAFETY COURSE
SECTI ON 399- A. STATEMENT OF PURPCSE.
399-B. ESTABLI SHVENT AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF DRI VER SAFETY COURSE.
399-C. COURSE CONTENT.
399-D. FEES.
399- E. ADVERTI SI NG
399-F. REPORT BY COWM SSI ONER.
399- G REGULATI ONS.

S 399-A. STATEMENT OF PURPCSE. THE PURPCSE OF THIS ARTICLE IS TO
FOSTER AND MAI NTAI N DRI VER COVPETENCY THROUGH THE CREATION OF A DRI VER
SAFETY COURSE.

S 399-B. ESTABLI SHVENT AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF DRI VER SAFETY COURSE. THE
COW SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLISH AND | MPLEMENT AN | NTERNET BASED DRI VER
SAFETY COURSE FOR THE PURPOSES OF TRAINING NEW DRI VERS, AND GRANTI NG
PO NT AND | NSURANCE REDUCTION BENEFITS. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL NOT
CONTRACT W TH OR OTHERW SE UTI LI ZE ANY NON- GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES IN THE
ESTABLI SHVENT OR | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THI S COURSE, EXCEPT THAT THE COW S-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SI ONER SHALL CONTRACT W TH A SOFTWARE SCLUTI ON AND NETWORK | NFRASTRUC-
TURE PROVI DER. SUCH SOFTWARE SOLUTI ON AND NETWORK | NFRASTRUCTURE PROVI D-
ER SHALL BE | NCORPORATED AND LOCATED W THI N THE STATE, HAVE CONDUCTED
BUSINESS WTH THE STATE FOR A PERI OD OF NOT LESS THAN TEN YEARS, OFFER
COURSE CONTENT AS PART OF THEI R SERVI CES, AND USE BI OVETRI C TECHNOLOA ES
TO GUARANTEE SECURI TY. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL | MPLEMENT A SYSTEM THAT
ALLOANS AN ON-LI NE PARTI Cl PANT TO VERI FY H'S OR HER | DENTI TY AND ENSURES
THAT SUCH STUDENT' S | DENTI TY AND ON- LI NE TRANSACTION |'S SECURE. THE
COW SSI ONER SHALL ENDEAVOR TO CONTRACT SOFTWARE SOLUTI ON AND NETWORK
| NFRASTRUCTURE PROVI DERS CERTI FI ED UNDER ARTI CLE FI FTEEN- A OF THE EXECU-
Tl VE LAW

S 399-C. COURSE CONTENT. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL CONTRACT WTH A TECH
NOLOGY CONTRACTOR WHO IS VWELL- KNOMWN I N THE COVMUNI TY AND SPECI ALI ZES I N
TRAFFI C SAFETY CURRI CULUM DEVELOPMENT TO DEVELOP A CURRI CULUM FOR THE
DRI VER SAFETY COURSE | N CONJUNCTI ON W TH THE GOVERNOR S TRAFFI C SAFETY
COW TTEE. TH' S CURRI CULUM SHALL CONTAI N | NSTRUCTI ON ON DRI VER ATTI TUDE,
COLLI SI ON AWARENESS, THE PROPER USE OF AUTOMOBI LE SAFETY DEVI CES, DEFEN-
SI VE DRI VI NG DRUG AND ALCOHOL | MPAI RVENT, SAFE USE OF AUTOMOBI LE TECH
NOLOGY, SCHOOL AND WORK ZONE SAFETY, TOLL PLAZA SAFETY, DRI VI NG VH LE
DROWSY, DRI VER DI STRACTI ONS, ROAD RAGE, SCHOOL BUS SAFETY, AND SUCH
OTHER SUBJECTS AS THE COWM SSI ONER MAY PRESCRI BE. THI S CURRI CULUM SHALL
BE REVI EWNED AND UPDATED ANNUALLY.

S 399-D. FEES. THE COW SSIONER | S AUTHORI ZED TO I MPOSE A FEE UPON
EACH STUDENT WHO ENROLLS | N THE DRI VER SAFETY COURSE WHI CH SHALL NOT
EXCEED ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS. THE PROCEEDS FROM SUCH FEE SHALL BE DEPCSI| T-
ED IN THE DRIVER SAFETY COURSE FUND AS ESTABLISHED BY SECTI ON
El GHTY- Nl NE- G OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW

S 399-E. ADVERTISING THE GOVERNOR S TRAFFI C SAFETY COW TTEE SHALL
DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT A PROGRAM TO ACTI VELY MARKET AND PROMOTE THE DRI V-
ER SAFETY COURSE TO THE GENERAL PUBLI C.

S 399-F. REPORT BY COW SSI ONER. THE COVM SSI ONER SHALL REPORT ANNUAL-
LY TO THE GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAK-
ER OF THE ASSEMBLY THE NUVMBER OF STUDENTS TAKI NG THE COURSE,  AMOUNT OF
REVENUE RECEI VED, THE LOCATI ON OF STUDENTS BY COUNTY, AND WHETHER THE
COURSE |S TAKEN FOR PRE-LICENSING |INSURANCE, OR PO NT REDUCTI ON
PURPCSES.

S 399-G REGULATI ONS. THE COW SS| ONER SHALL PROMULGATE SUCH RULES AND
REGULATI ONS AS ARE NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI -
CLE.

S 2. Subdivision 4 of section 502 of the vehicle and traffic law is
REPEALED and a new subdivision 4 is added to read as foll ows:

4. EXAM NATI ONS. (A) UPON SUBM SSI ON OF AN APPLI CATION FOR A DRIVER S
LI CENSE, THE APPLI CANT SHALL BE REQU RED (I) TO TAKE AND PASS A TEST
RELATING TO TRAFFIC LAWS, AND SUCH OTHER TRAFFI C RELATED MATTERS THAT
THE COWM SSI ONER MAY PRESCRIBE, (1) TO TAKE AND PASS A BEH ND THE WHEEL
EXAM NATION, AND (II1) TO SATISFACTORILY COWLETE THE DRIVER SAFETY
COURSE UNDER ARTI CLE TWELVE-B OF TH S CHAPTER.

(B) THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL CAUSE THE APPLI CANT TO TAKE A VI SI ON TEST
AND A TEST FOR COLOR BLI NDNESS. UPON PASSAGE OF THE VISION TEST, THE
APPLI CATI ON MAY BE ACCEPTED AND THE APPLI CATI ON FEE SHALL BE PAYABLE.

(© THE COW SSIONER SHALL MAKE AVAILABLE TO EACH APPLI CANT FOR A
COWERCI AL DRIVER S LICENSE | NSTRUCTI ONAL HANDBOOKS OQOUTLINING THE
REQUI REMENTS NECESSARY TO QUALIFY FOR SUCH A LI CENSE, AND CONTAI NI NG A
Dl SCUSSI ON OF THE OFFENSES WHICH WLL RESULT IN D SQUALIFI CATION FROM
OPERATI NG A COMVERCI AL MOTOR VEH CLE AS DEFI NED | N SECTI ON FI VE HUNDRED
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ONE-A OF THI S ARTI CLE. SUCH HANDBOOKS SHALL BE AVAI LABLE | N LANGUAGES AS
THE COVMM SSI ONER MAY PRESCRI BE.

(D) THE COW SSI ONER MAY WAI VE THE REQUI REMENT FOR PASSAGE OF A TEST
UNDER SUBPARAGRAPH (1) OF PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SION, FOR THOSE
APPLI CANTS WHO HOLD A VALID OR RENEWABLE DRI VER S LI CENSE | SSUED BY
ANOTHER JURI SDI CTI ON OR THE UNI TED STATES GOVERNMENT.

(E) THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS ESTABLI SH
I NG ELI A BI LI TY STANDARDS FOR THE TAKI NG AND PASSI NG OF KNOALEDGE TESTS
IN OTHER THAN WRI TTEN FORM

S 3. Section 89-g of the state finance |law is REPEALED and a new
section 89-g is added to read as foll ows:

S 89-G DRI VER SAFETY COURSE FUND. 1. THERE |'S HEREBY ESTABLISHED |IN
THE JO NT CUSTODY OF THE STATE COVPTROLLER AND THE COWMM SSI ONER OF TAXA-
TI ON AND FI NANCE A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOWN AS THE " DRI VER SAFETY COURSE
FUND" .

2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF ALL FEES RECEI VED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
MOTOR VEHI CLES PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF ARTICLE TWELVE-B OF THE
VEH CLE AND TRAFFI C LAW AND ALL OTHER MONEYS APPROPRI ATED, CREDI TED OR
TRANSFERRED THERETO FROM ANY OTHER FUND OR SOURCE PURSUANT TO LAW

3. THE MONEYS I N THE DRI VER SAFETY COURSE FUND SHALL BE KEPT SEPARATE
AND SHALL NOT BE COWM NGLED W TH ANY OTHER MONEYS | N THE CUSTODY OF THE
COW SSI ONER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE AND THE STATE COVPTROLLER

4. THE MONEYS IN THE DRI VER SAFETY COURSE FUND SHALL BE ANNUALLY
DI STRIBUTED AS FOLLOAS: NOT MORE THAN THI RTY PERCENT OF THE MONEYS I N
SUCH FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHI CLES FOR THE
PURPOCSES OF ADM NI STERING AND | MPLEMENTI NG THE PROVI SI ONS OF ARTI CLE
TWELVE-B OF THE VEHI CLE AND TRAFFI C LAW NOT MORE THAN THI RTY PERCENT OF
THE MONEYS I N SUCH FUND SHALL BE TRANSFERRED TO THE DEDI CATED H GHWAY
AND BRIDGE TRUST FUND;, NOT MORE THAN FI FTEEN PERCENT OF THE MONEYS I N
SUCH FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED FOR THE ADM NI STRATION OF DEPARTMENT OF
MOTOR VEH CLE REG ONAL OFFICES LOCATED IN THE CI TY OF ALBANY, CITY OF
ROCHESTER, TOM OF OYSTER BAY, TOM OF BETHPAGE, CITY OF SYRACUSE,
VI LLAGE OF NORTH SYRACUSE, VI LLAGE OF WEST HAVERSTRAW VI LLAGE OF AM TY-
VILLE, TOM OF |ISLIP, TOAN OF HUNTI NGTON, TOMN OF BROOKHAVEN, TOM OF
Rl VERHEAD, CI TY OF PEEKSKILL, CITY OF WHI TE PLAINS, AND CI TY OF YONKERS,
PROVI DED HOAEVER, | N THE EVENT THAT ANY OF THE AFOREMENTI ONED OFFI CES
HAS CLOSED, RELOCATED, OR EXPERI ENCED A SI GNI FI CANT REDUCTI ON OF ACTI V-
| TIES, NO MONEYS SHALL BE EXPENDED FOR THE PURPOSE OF ADM NI STRATI ON OF
ANY REGQ ONAL OFFICE UNDER THI' S SECTI ON; NOT MORE THAN FI VE PERCENT OR
FIVE M LLI ON DOLLARS, WHICHEVER IS LESS, OF THE MONEYS IN SUCH FUND
SHALL BE EXPENDED BY THE GOVERNOR S TRAFFI C SAFETY COWM TTEE FOR ADVER-
TI SI NG AND CURRI CULUM DEVELOPMENT OF THE DRI VER SAFETY PROGRAM NOT MORE
THAN FI VE PERCENT OR FIVE M LLI ON DOLLARS, WHICHEVER |S LESS, OF THE
MONEYS |IN SUCH FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTA-
TI ON FOR CULVERT MAI NTENANCE; NOT MORE THAN FI VE PERCENT OR FI VE M LLI ON
DOLLARS, WHI CHEVER IS LESS, OF THE MONEYS I N SUCH FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON AND THE DI VI SI ON OF STATE POLI CE FOR
WORK AND SCHOOL ZONE SAFETY PROGRAMS; NOT MORE THAN FI VE PERCENT OR FI VE
M LLI ON DOLLARS, WHI CHEVER IS LESS, OF THE MONEYS I N SUCH FUND SHALL BE
EXPENDED BY NON METROPOLI TAN TRANSPORTATI ON AUTHORI TY PUBLI C TRANSPORTA-
TI ON AUTHORI TI ES FOR THE PARA TRANSI T OPERATI ONS; AND NOT MORE THAN FI VE
PERCENT OR FIVE MLLION DOLLARS, WH CHEVER | S LESS, OF THE MONEYS I N
SUCH FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED BY THE METROPOLI TAN TRANSPORTATI ON AUTHORI TY
FOR HANDI CAPPED ACCESSI BLE EQUI PMVENT.

S 4. Subsection (a) of section 2336 of the insurance |aw, as anended
by chapter 751 of the laws of 2005, is anended to read as foll ows:
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(a) Any schedule of rates or rating plan for notor vehicle liability
and collision insurance subnitted to the superintendent shall provide
for an appropriate reduction in prem umcharges for any insured for a
three year period after successfully conpleting a notor vehicle [acci-
dent prevention] DRIVER SAFETY course, known as the national safety
council's defensive driving course, or any driver inprovenent course
approved by the departnent of notor vehicles as being equivalent to the
national safety council's defensive driving course, provided that][,
except as provided in article twelve-C of the vehicle and traffic | aw,]
there shall be no reduction in premuns for a self instruction defensive
driving course or a course which does not provide for actual classroom
instruction for a mninmmnunber of hours as determ ned by the depart-
ment of notor vehicles. Such reduction in premum charges shall be
subsequently nodified to the extent appropriate, based upon anal ysis of
| oss experience statistics and other relevant factors. Al such accident
prevention courses shall be nonitored by the departnent of notor vehi-
cles and shall include conponents of instruction in "Road Rage" aware-
ness and in "Wrk Zone Safety" awareness as defined by the conm ssioner
of nmotor vehicles. The provisions of this section shall not apply to
attendance at a program pursuant to article twenty-one of the vehicle
and traffic law as a result of any traffic infraction.

S b. Section 301-c of the mlitary |law, as added by chapter 489 of
the laws of 2011, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 301-c. [Accident prevention] DRI VER SAFETY course information. The
division of mlitary and naval affairs shall provide returning service-
men and wonmen who have returned froma conbat theater or conbat zone of
operations wth information about [accident prevention] DRI VER SAFETY
courses approved by the commi ssioner of notor vehicles pursuant to arti-
cle twelve-B of the vehicle and traffic law. This information my be
provided in witten formto be available at Yell ow R bbon Rei ntegration
progranms or any other reintegration prograns offered by the division or
may be nade available online on the division's website. The division
shall also provide a link to the departnent of notor vehicles website
pages containing information about the [accident prevention] DRI VER
SAFETY cour ses.

S 6. Subdivision 20 of section 353 of the executive |aw, as added by
chapter 489 of the laws of 2011, is amended to read as foll ows:

20. To nmnmke available information on [accident prevention] DRI VER
SAFETY courses approved by the comm ssioner of notor vehicles online on
the division's website. The division shall provide a link to the depart-
ment of notor vehicles website pages containing information on the
[acci dent prevention] DRI VER SAFETY cour ses.

S 7. Paragraph (e) of subdivision 4 of section 503 of the vehicle and
traffic aw, as added by section 2 of part E of chapter 59 of the |aws
of 2004, is anended to read as foll ows:

(e) Any conpletion of a notor vehicle [accident prevention] DRI VER
SAFETY course approved pursuant to article twelve-B of this chapter
shall not serve to reduce the calculation of points on a person's driv-
ing record for the purposes of this section.

S 8. Subdivision 3 of section 509-bb of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
as added by chapter 599 of +the laws of 1993, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

(3) For purposes of this section, one such accident shall not be
counted if the person successfully conpletes a notor vehicle [accident
prevention] DRI VER SAFETY course approved by the conm ssioner.
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S 9. Paragraphs (d) and (f) of subdivision 1 of section 509-c of the
vehicle and traffic |law, paragraph (d) as anended and paragraph (f) as
added by chapter 599 of the laws of 1993, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

(d) for a period of one year, if that person has accunul ated ni ne or
nore points on his or her driving record for acts that occurred during
an eighteen nonth period on or after Septenber fifteenth, nineteen
hundred ei ghty-five, provided, however, that the disqualification shal
termnate if the person has reduced the points to | ess than nine through
the successful conpletion of a notor vehicle [accident prevention] DRI V-
ER SAFETY cour se.

(f) for a period of one year, if that person fails to pass a road test
adm ni stered pursuant to section five hundred nine-bb of this article;
provi ded, however, that such person shall be given the opportunity to
conplete a notor vehicle [accident prevention] DRI VER SAFETY course
approved by the conm ssioner and to then wundergo a second road test
adm ni stered pursuant to section five hundred nine-bb of this article,
and such disqualification shall cease if such person passes such second
road test.

S 10. Paragraphs (d) and (f) of subdivision 2 of section 509-c of the
vehicle and traffic |aw, paragraph (d) as anended and paragraph (f) as
added by chapter 599 of the laws of 1993, are anmended to read as
fol | ows:

(d) for a period of one year, if that person accunul ates nine or nore
points on his or her driving record for acts occurring during an eigh-
teen nonth period, provided, however, that the disqualification shal
termnate if the person has reduced the points to | ess than nine through
the successful conpletion of a notor vehicle [accident prevention] DRI V-
ER SAFETY cour se.

(f) for a period of one year, if that person fails to pass a road test
adm ni stered pursuant to section five hundred nine-bb of this article;
provi ded, however, that such person shall be given the opportunity to
conplete a notor vehicle [accident prevention] DRI VER SAFETY course
approved by the conm ssioner and to then wundergo a second road test
adm ni stered pursuant to section five hundred nine-bb of this article,
and such disqualification shall cease if such person passes such second
road test.

S 11. Paragraphs (d) and (f) of subdivision 1 of section 509-cc of the
vehicle and traffic |law, paragraph (d) as anended and paragraph (f) as
added by chapter 599 of the laws of 1993, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

(d) for a period of one year, if that person has accunul ated ni ne or
nore points on his or her driving record for acts that occurred during
an eighteen nonth period on or after Septenber fifteenth, nineteen
hundred ei ghty-five, provided, however, that the disqualification shal
termnate if the person has reduced the points to | ess than nine through
the successful conpletion of a notor vehicle [accident prevention] DRI V-
ER SAFETY cour se.

(f) for a period of one year, if that person fails to pass a road test
adm ni stered pursuant to section five hundred nine-bb of this article;
provi ded, however, that such person shall be given the opportunity to
conplete a notor vehicle [accident prevention] DRI VER SAFETY course
approved by the conm ssioner and to then wundergo a second road test
adm ni stered pursuant to section five hundred nine-bb of this article,
and such disqualification shall cease if such person passes such second
road test.
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S 12. Paragraphs (e) and (g) of subdivision 2 of section 509-cc of the
vehicle and traffic |law, paragraph (e) as anended and paragraph (g) as
added by chapter 599 of the laws of 1993, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

(e) for a period of one year, if that person accumul ates nine or nore
points on his or her driving record for acts occurring during an eigh-
teen nonth period, provided, however, that the disqualification shal
termnate if the person has reduced the points to | ess than nine through
the successful conpletion of a notor vehicle [accident prevention] DRI V-
ER SAFETY cour se.

(g) for a period of one year, if that person fails to pass a road test
adm ni stered pursuant to section five hundred nine-bb of this article;
provi ded, however, that such person shall be given the opportunity to
conplete a notor vehicle [accident prevention] DRIVER SAFETY course
approved by the commssioner and to then undergo a second road test
adm ni stered pursuant to section five hundred nine-bb of this article,
and such disqualification shall cease if such person passes such second
road test.

S 13. Paragraph 1 of subdivision (c) of section 1146 of the vehicle
and traffic law, as anended by chapter 333 of the |laws of 2010, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. Adriver of a notor vehicle who causes serious physical injury as
defined in article ten of the penal Iaw to a pedestrian or bicyclist
while failing to exercise due care in violation of subdivision (a) of
this section, shall be guilty of a traffic infraction punishable by a
fine of not nore than seven hundred fifty dollars or by inprisonnment for
not nore than fifteen days or by required participation in a notor vehi-
cle [accident prevention] DRI VER SAFETY course pursuant to paragraph
(e-1) of subdivision two of section 65.10 of the penal |aw or by any
conmbi nation of such fine, inprisonnent or course, and by suspension of a
| icense or registration pursuant to subparagraph (xiv) or (xv) of para-
graph b of subdivision two of section five hundred ten of this chapter.

S 14. Subdivision 18-h of section 100 of the econom c devel opnent | aw,
as added by chapter 489 of +the laws of 2011, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

18-h. to include in the "NY-USA Proud" program those conpanies who
provi de [accident prevention] DRIVER SAFETY courses approved by the
conmi ssi oner of notor vehicles at a reduced rate to the servicenen and
wonen who have returned froma conbat theater or conmbat zone of oper-
ations.

S 15. Paragraph (e-1) of subdivision 2 of section 65.10 of the penal
| aw, as added by chapter 571 of the | aws of 2006, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(e-1) Participate in a notor vehicle [accident prevention] DRI VER
SAFETY course. The court nay require such condition where a person has
been convicted of a traffic infraction for a violation of article twen-
ty-six of +the vehicle and traffic |aw where the comm ssion of such
vi ol ati on caused the serious physical injury or death of another person.
For purposes of this paragraph, the term "notor vehicle [accident
prevention] DRIVER SAFETY course" shall nean a notor vehicle [accident
prevention] DRI VER SAFETY course approved by the departnment of notor
vehi cl es pursuant to article twelve-B of the vehicle and traffic |aw

S 16. This act shall take effect Septenber 1, 2013.



