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STATE OF NEW YORK

3109
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 23, 2013

Introduced by M of A ORTIZ, JACOBS, V. LOPEZ, RAMOS, CASTRO -- Milti -
Sponsored by -- M of A GOITTFRIED -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Transportation

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to authorizing
the departnent of notor vehicles to issue drivers' licenses to certain
foreign nationals

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic law is amended by adding a new
section 503-a to read as foll ows:

S 503-A. DRIVERS' LICENSES FOR FOREI GN NATI ONALS. 1. THE DEPARTMENT
MAY, SUBJECT TO THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTION, |SSUE A DRIVER S
LI CENSE TO A FOREI GN NATI ONAL WHO | S AN APPLI CANT FOR A DRIVER S LI CENSE
AND WHO MEETS THE APPLI CABLE REQUI REMENTS OF THHS CHAPTER BUT WHO IS
UNABLE TO SATI SFY THE FORMS FOR PROOF OF | DENTI TY PRESCRI BED | N SECTI ON
FI VE HUNDRED TWO OF THI S ARTI CLE.

2. TOBE ELIG@BLE FOR A DRIVER S LICENSE UNDER TH' S SECTION, THE
APPLICANT MUST BE A CITIZEN OF A COUNTRY THAT MAI NTAI NS DI PLOVATI C
RELATI ONS W TH THE UNI TED STATES, |S NOT A THREAT TO THE UNI TED STATES,
AS DETERM NED BY THE UNI TED STATES GOVERNVENT, AND IS NOT ON A LI ST OF
TERRORI ST COUNTRI ES MAI NTAI NED BY THE UNI TED STATES GOVERNVMENT.

3. AN APPLI CANT FOR A DRI VER S LI CENSE UNDER THI S SECTI ON MJST:

(A) (1) PRESENT TO THE DEPARTMENT A CURRENT | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD | SSUED
TO THE APPLI CANT BY THE EMBASSY OR CONSULATE I N THE UNI TED STATES OF HI' S
OR HER COUNTRY OF CITIZENSH P. THE | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD MUST CONTAIN A
DI G TAL | MAGE OF THE APPLI CANT AND HAVE BEEN PRODUCED USING SECURITY
MEASURES AND FEATURES TO PREVENT TAMPERI NG OR COUNTERFEI TI NG WHI CH
SATI SFY STANDARDS PRESCRI BED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

(1) THE DEPARTMENT MAY PROVI DE FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF AN ALTERNATI VE
FORM OF | DENTI FI CATI ON TO THE | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD UNDER SUBPARAGRAPH (1)
OF TH S PARAGRAPH | NCLUDI NG A PASSPORT, NATI ONAL | DENTI TY CARD, OR OTHER

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SI M LAR OFFI Cl AL PROOF OF | DENTI FI CATI ON | SSUED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
APPLI CANT' S COUNTRY OF Cl TI ZENSHI P.

(B) PRESENT A SECOND FORM OF | DENTI FI CATI ON, | N ADDI TI ON TO THE | DEN-
TI FI CATI ON REQUI RED UNDER PARAGRAPH (A) OF THIS SUBDIVISION, WHICH IS
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE DEPARTMENT AND WHI CH MAY | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE
LIM TED TO, AN EMPLOYER | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD | SSUED BY THE UNI TED STATES
GOVERNMVENT OR AN | NDI VI DUAL TAXPAYER | DENTI FI CATI ON NUMBER | SSUED BY THE
UNI TED STATES GOVERNVENT.

(C) SUBM T PROOF, TO THE SATI SFACTI ON OF THE DEPARTMENT, OF AN ESTAB-
LI SHED PRESENCE I N TH' S STATE FOR AT LEAST SI X MONTHS DURING THE FIVE
YEARS PRECEDING THE DATE OF APPLI CATION FOR A DRI VER S LI CENSE. THE
PROOF UNDER TH' S PARAGRAPH MAY | NCLUDE:

(1) DOCUMENTATI ON DEMONSTRATI NG OMNERSHI P OF, OR A LEASE ON, REAL
PROPERTY IN TH S STATE;

(11) UTILITY BILLS;

(111) BANK OR SI M LAR FI NANCI AL RECORDS; OR

(1V) SALARY WARRANTS.

(D). AFFI RM TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT HE OR SHE HAS NOT BEEN CONVI CTED OF
ANY CRI ME THAT WOULD CONSTI TUTE A FELONY I N THI'S STATE AND |'S NOT WANTED
FOR A CRI ME THAT WOULD CONSTI TUTE A FELONY IN TH S STATE BY ANY CRI M NAL
AUTHORI TI ES I N THE COUNTRY OF CI TI ZENSHI P OR I N THE UNI TED STATES.

(E) DOCUMENT TO THE SATI SFACTI ON OF THE DEPARTMENT THE NECESSITY TO
OPERATE A MOTOR VEHI CLE FOR EMPLOYMENT, BUSI NESS, OCCUPATI ONAL, EDUCA-
TI ONAL, MEDI CAL, OR RELI G OUS REASONS, FOR SUPPORT OF THE APPLI CANT OR
THE APPLICANT'S FAMLY; OR THE OTHER SI M LAR REASONS PRESCRI BED BY THE
DEPARTMENT.

4. BEFORE | SSUI NG A DRI VER S LI CENSE UNDER THI'S SECTION, THE DEPART-
MENT MUST:

(A) RECEI VE FROM THE EMBASSY OR CONSULATE | N THE UNI TED STATES OF THE
APPLI CANT' S COUNTRY OF CI TI ZENSHI P THE FOLLOW NG | NFORMATI ON ABOUT THE
APPLI CANT ~AVAI LABLE FROM OFFI Cl AL RECORDS MAI NTAI NED BY THE GOVERNVENT
OF THAT COUNTRY:

(1) DOCUMENTATI ON THAT THE APPLI CANT HAS NOT BEEN CONVI CTED OF A CRI ME
I N THE COUNTRY WH CH WOULD CONSTI TUTE A FELONY IN TH' S STATE AND IS NOT
WANTED FOR ANY CRI ME THAT WOULD CONSTI TUTE A FELONY I N THI S STATE BY THE
COUNTRY' S NATI ONAL CRI M NAL AUTHORI TI ES OR BY THE CRI M NAL AUTHORI TY OF
ANY STATE, PROVINCE, OR SI'M LAR JURI SDI CTI ON I N THE COUNTRY.

(11) A CERTIFIED COPY OF THE APPLI CANT' S OFFI CI AL DRIVING RECORD, |F
AVAI LABLE, FROM HI'S OR HER COUNTRY OF Cl TI ZENSHI P.

(111) CERTI FI CATI ON BY THE EMBASSY OR CONSULATE THAT THE FORM OF | DEN-
TI FI CATION SUBM TTED BY THE APPLI CANT UNDER SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF THI'S
SECTION |'S LEG TI MATE. | F THE FORM OF | DENTI FI CATION SUBM TTED BY THE
APPLI CANT 1S AN | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD | SSUED BY THE EMBASSY OR CONSULATE,
THE DEPARTMENT MUST RECEI VE FROM THE EMBASSY OR CONSULATE A CERTI F-
| CATION OF THE LEG TI MACY OF ANY UNDERLYI NG DOCUMENTS THAT THE EMBASSY
OR CONSULATE RELIED UPON IN [SSU NG THE |DENTIFICATION CARD TO THE
APPLI CANT. AN APPLI CANT FOR A DRI VER S LI CENSE UNDER THI S SECTI ON MUST
ARRANGE FOR THE EMBASSY OR CONSULATE TO SUBM T THE | NFORMATI ON DI RECTLY
TO THE DEPARTMENT ON BEHALF OF THE APPLI CANT.

(B) RECEIVE A CERTIFICATION FROM THE EMBASSY OR CONSULATE | N THE
UNI TED STATES OF THE APPLI CANT' S COUNTRY OF Cl TI ZENSHI P THAT THE COUNTRY
MAI NTAI NS A SECURI TY SYSTEM TO PREVENT THE | SSUANCE OF MULTI PLE | DENTI -
TIES TO ONE | NDI VI DUAL. THE DEPARTMENT MAY USE A SI NGLE CERTI FI CATI ON AS
A BASIS FOR PROCESSI NG MULTI PLE APPLI CATI ONS FOR DRI VERS' LI CENSES TO
| NDI VI DUALS FROM THE SAME COUNTRY. A CERTI FI CATI ON, HOWEVER, EXPI RES TWD
YEARS AFTER THE DATE AN EMBASSY OR CONSULATE SUBM TS I T TO THE DEPART-
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MENT. WHEN THE CERTI FI CATI ON EXPI RES, THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT | SSUE OR
RENEW A DRI VER S LI CENSE FOR A FOREI GN NATI ONAL  FROM THAT COUNTRY OF
CI TI ZENSH P UNTI L THE DEPARTMENT RECEI VES A NEW CERTI FI CATI ON.

(© VERFY AS NECESSARY THROUGH THE UNI TED STATES Cl TI ZENSH P AND
| MM GRATI ON SERVI CES WTH N THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HOVELAND
SECURITY THAT THE APPLICANT IS NOTI' SUBJECT TO AN ORDER OF DEPORTATI ON
| SSUED BY THE UNI TED STATES GOVERNMENT.

(D) CONDUCT A CRIM NAL BACKGROUND CHECK THROUGH THE DI VI SION OF CRI M -
NAL JUSTI CE SERVI CES AND THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF | NVESTI GATI ON.

(E) VERIFY THROUGH THE DI VI SION OF CRI M NAL JUSTICE SERVICES AND THE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF | NVESTI GATION THAT THE APPLI CANT IS NOT' A SECURI TY
RI SK TO THE STATE OR THE UNI TED STATES.

5. A DRIVER S LI CENSE | SSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT UNDER THI S SECTI ON:

(A) MUST I NDI CATE THE |INDI VIDUAL'S | MM GRATION STATUS THROUGH THE
MAGNETI C STRIP ON THE BACK OF SUCH LI CENSE, OR SHALL BE PROVI DED FOR BY
LI CENSE CLASSI FI CATI ON.

(B) I'S VALID FOR A PERI OD NOT TO EXCEED THREE YEARS FOLLOW NG THE DATE
THE DEPARTMENT | SSUES THE PERM T.

(© IS VALID FOR USE IN THI' S STATE ONLY AND MUST | NCLUDE A STATEMENT
PROM NENTLY PLACED THAT THE DRIVER S LICENSE IS VALID FOR USE IN TH' S
STATE ONLY.

6. A FOREIGN NATIONAL VHO IS ISSUED A DRIVER' S LICENSE UNDER THI S
SECTI ON MAY APPLY TO THE DEPARTMENT TO RENEW THE DRI VER S LI CENSE | F THE
FOREI GN NATI ONAL OTHERW SE QUALI FI ES FOR RENEWAL UNDER THI S CHAPTER. THE
DEPARTMENT MAY RENEW A DRI VER S LI CENSE FOR A PERI GD NOT TO EXCEED THREE
YEARS | F:

(A) THE APPLI CANT FOR RENEWAL OF A DRIVER S LI CENSE SUBM TS PROOF OF
| DENTI FI CATI ON THAT SATI SFI ES SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF THI S SECTI ON.

(B) THE DEPARTMENT CONDUCTS A CRI M NAL BACKGROUND AND SECURITY CHECK
OF THE | NDI VI DUAL.

(© THE DEPARTMENT VERI FI ES THROUGH THE UNI TED STATES Cl TI ZENSH P AND
| MM GRATI ON SERVI CES WTH N THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HOVELAND
SECURITY THAT THE APPLICANT IS NOTI' SUBJECT TO AN ORDER OF DEPORTATI ON
| SSUED BY THE UNI TED STATES GOVERNMENT.

(D) THE DEPARTMENT VERIFIES WTH THE DIVISION OF CRIMNAL JUSTICE
SERVI CES AND THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF | NVESTI GATI ON THAT THE APPLI CANT | S
NOT' A SECURI TY RI SK TO THE STATE OR THE UNI TED STATES.

7. THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT | SSUE A DRIVER S LI CENSE OR RENEW A DRI VER' S
LI CENSE UNDER THI S SECTI ON | F THE APPLI CANT HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF A
CRIME |IN THE UNI TED STATES OR I N ANY OTHER COUNTRY WH CH WOULD BE CLAS-
SIFIED AS A FELONY IN THI S STATE.

8. FOREI GN NATI ONAL APPLI CANTS MEETING THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI'S
SECTION MJST SHOW PROOF SATI SFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT. ALL LI CENSES
| SSUED UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE PENALTY PROVI SI ONS OF
TH S CHAPTER FOR ANY VI OLATI ON OF SUCH SECTI ON VWHI CH OCCURS W TH RESPECT
TO SUCH A DRI VER S LI CENSE.

9. A DRIVER S LICENSE |SSUED UNDER THI S SECTI ON | S PROPERTY OF THE
STATE. A PERSON | N POSSESSI ON OF A DRIVER S LI CENSE MUST PROVIDE I T TO
A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CER UPON REQUEST. A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CER HAVI NG
A REASONABLE BELI EF THAT A PERSON POSSESSES, OR IS USI NG A LICENSE IN
VI OLATION OF THI S SECTION OR ANY OIHER LAW MAY SEIZE THE DRIVER S
LI CENSE. A PERSON FROM WHOM A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CER SEI ZES A DRI VER S
LICENSE UNDER TH'S SUBDI VI SI ON DCES NOT' HAVE A CAUSE OF ACTI ON AGAI NST
THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CER FOR THE SEI ZURE OF THE DRI VER S LI CENSE.
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10. THE DEPARTMENT MAY CANCEL ANY DRIVER S LICENSE | SSUED UNDER THI'S
SECTI ON UPON DETERM NI NG THAT THE FOREI GN NATI ONAL |'S NO LONGER ENTI TLED
TO THE | SSUANCE OF THE DRI VER S LI CENSE.

11. (A) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLISH FEES NOT TO EXCEED FI FTY
DOLLARS ($50.00) ABOVE THE EXISTING FEES FOR OBTAINNNG A DRIVER S
LICENSE FOR THE |IN TIAL | SSUANCE AND THE RENEWAL OF THE LI CENSE UNDER
THI'S SECTI ON. THE FEES MUST ACCOUNT FOR COSTS RELATED TO CONDUCTI NG
CRIM NAL BACKGROUND CHECKS, VERIFYI NG | MM GRATI ON STATUS, AND VERI FYI NG
SECURI TY RI SKS RELATED TO THE APPLI CANT AS REQUI RED UNDER THI' S SECTI ON.

(B) ALL FEES COLLECTED UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE DEPCSITED IN THE
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON HI GHWAY SAFETY PROGRAM FUND
PURSUANT TO SECTI ON NI NETY OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of October next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however,
that the conmm ssioner of notor vehicles shall promulgate any rules and
regul ati ons necessary for the tinmely inplenentation of the provisions of
this act on or before such effective date.



