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2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 22, 2013

Introduced by M of A CRESPO, RODRI GUEZ, RAMOS, MOYA, ARROYO, RI VERA,
ESPI NAL, SEPULVEDA -- read once and referred to the Conmttee on
Heal t h

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to the inclusion of
wei ght control in the health care and wel | ness education and outreach
program and to anend the insurance law, in relation to wellness
pr ogr ans

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The openi ng paragraph of subdivision 1, and subdi vi si ons
3, 4 and 6 of section 207 of the public health Ilaw, as anended by
section 16 of part A of chapter 109 of the |laws of 2010, are anended to
read as foll ows:

There is hereby created within the departnment the health care and
wel | ness education and outreach program The departnment nay conduct
education and outreach prograns for consuners, patients, EDUCATORS
| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED TO ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL EDUCATORS
and health care providers relating to any health care matters the
conmmi ssi oner deens appropriate and:

3. The departnment nmay produce, nake available to others for reprod-
uction, or contract with others to devel op such materials nentioned in
this section as the conm ssioner deens appropriate. These naterials
shall be made available to the public AND TO EDUCATORS, | NCLUDI NG BUT
NOT LIM TED TO ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL EDUCATORS free of charge
as appropriate or for a fee under certain circunstances. The comm ssi on-
er may require where appropriate any health care provider to make these
materials available to patients.

4. In exercising any of his or her powers under this section, the
conmmi ssioner may consult with appropriate health care professionals,
provi ders, consuners, EDUCATORS and patients or organi zations represent-
i ng them

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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6. The conmm ssioner nmay appoint as appropriate advisory councils
relating to various natters that are or are proposed to be the subjects
of prograns under this section. Al such councils shall include repre-
sentation of health care professionals, providers, EDUCATORS, consuners,
patients and other appropriate interests. The nenbers of the councils
shall receive no conpensation for their services, but shall be allowed
their actual and necessary expenses incurred in performance of their
duti es.

S 2. Subdivision 1 of section 207 of the public health lawis anended
by addi ng a new paragraph (i) to read as foll ows:

(1) ABOUT THE SHORT TERM AND LONG TERM ADVERSE HEALTH RI SKS TO ADULTS
AND CHI LDREN WHO BECOVE OVERWEI GHT, OBESE OR UNDERWEI GHT. THE | NFORMA-
TION SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NEED NOT BE LI M TED TO PROVI DI NG Cl TATI ONS TO
THE DEPARTMENT' S WEBSI TE, AS WELL AS ANY OTHER WEBSI TES PROVI DI NG | NFOR-
MATI ON ON THE SUBJECT

S 3. Paragraphs 6 and 7 of subsection (b) of section 3239 of the
i nsurance |aw, as added by chapter 592 of the |laws of 2008, are anended
and a new paragraph 8 is added to read as foll ows:

(6) a nutrition education program [and]

(7) health or fitness incentive prograns[.]; AND

(8) A COORDI NATED WEI GHT MANAGEMENT, NUTRI TI ON, STRESS MANAGEMENT AND
PHYSI CAL FI TNESS PROGRAM TO COVBAT THE HI GH | NCl DENCE OF ADULT AND
CHI LDHOOD OBESI TY, ASTHVA AND OTHER CHRONI C RESPI RATORY CONDI TI ONS.

S 4. Subparagraphs (C) and (D) of paragraph 2 of subsection (c) of
section 3239 of the insurance |aw, as added by chapter 592 of the |aws
of 2008, are anended and two new subparagraphs (E) and (F) are added to
read as foll ows:

(C the waiver or reduction of copaynents, coinsurance and deducti bl es
for preventive services covered under the group policy or subscriber
contract; [and]

(D) nmonetary rewards in the formof gift cards or gift «certificates,
so long as the recipient of the reward is encouraged to use the reward
for a product or a service that pronotes good health, such as healthy
cook books, over the counter vitam ns or exercise equipnment[.];

(E) FULL OR PARTIAL REI MBURSEMENT OF THE COST OF PARTICIPATING IN A
STRESS MANAGEMENT PROGRAM OR ACTIVITY; AND

(F) FULL OR PARTI AL REI MBURSEMENT OF THE COST OF PARTICIPATING IN A
HEALTH OR FI TNESS PROGRAM

S 5. This act shall take effect imediately.



