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STATE OF NEW YORK

2870
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 18, 2013

Introduced by M of A GRAF, TENNEY, RAMOS, RAIA, McDONOUGH -- read once
and referred to the Commttee on H gher Education

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to establishing the
general equival ency degree assistance pilot program and neking an
appropriation t herefor; and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by adding a new section 6311
to read as foll ows:

S 6311. GENERAL EQUI VALENCY DECGREE ASSI STANCE PILOT PROGRAM 1.
AUTHORI ZATI ON.  NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY GENERAL OR SPECI AL LAW RULE OR REGU-
LATI ON TO THE CONTRARY, THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF SUFFCOLK COUNTY COVMUNI -
TY COLLEGE |'S AUTHORI ZED TO ESTABLI SH A PI LOT PROGRAM FOR ONLI NE EDUCA-
TION FOR THE PURPOSE OF ASSISTING |ND VIDUALS WTH OBTAINING THEIR
GENERAL EQUI VALENCY DEGREE.

2. TUTION. THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MAY CHARGE TUI TI ON FOR SUCH PROGRAM
PROVI DED THAT SUCH FEES SHALL NOT EXCEED TWO HUNDRED FI FTY DOLLARS PER
SEMESTER PER | NDI VI DUAL ENROLLED | N SUCH PROGRAM

3. CURRI CULUM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES SHALL DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT A
CURRI CULUM DESI GNED TO MEET THE STANDARDS OF EDUCATI ON NECESSARY TO PASS
THE GENERAL EQUI VALENCY EXAM PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT SUCH CURRI CULUM
SHALL, AT A MN MJUM | NCLUDE A COURSE OF STUDY IN MATHEMATICS, ENG.ISH
READI NG AND COWPREHENSI ON, UNI TED STATES AND WORLD HI STORY AND THE
GENERAL SClI ENCES.

4. WEBSITE. (A) THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES SHALL MAINTAIN A WEBSITE
DI SPLAYING THE CURRICULUM | NSTRUCTIONS ON THE RECOMMENDED COURSE OF
STUDY, QUI ZZES AND PRACTI CE TESTS ON THE SUBJECT MATERI AL, AND LINKS TO
FREE TUTORI AL PROGRAVS ADJUDGED | NFORMATI VE AND VALI D BY THE BOARD.

(B) EACH COURSE OF STUDY SHALL BE MAI NTAI NED UNDER | TS OAN DEDI CATED
WEBPAGE OR SECTI ON OF SUCH WEBSI TE.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(© SUCH WEBSI TE SHALL PROM NENTLY DI SPLAY THE DATES, Tl MES AND PLACES
VHERE THE GENERAL EQUI VALENCY EXAM | S AVAI LABLE AND | NSTRUCTI ONS ON HOW
A PROSPECTI VE CANDI DATE MAY APPLY.

(D) SUCH WEBSITE SHALL BE |NTERACTIVE |IN FORVAT W TH PROSPECTI VE
CANDI DATES TO THE GENERAL EQUI VALENCY EXAM ABLE TO SUBM T PRACTI CE EXANMS
AND QUI ZZES FOR GRADI NG AS WELL AS THE ABILITY TO SEEK TUTORI AL ASSI ST-
ANCE ON THE SUBJECT MATTER THROUGH ELECTRONI C MAI L.

5. TEACHI NG ASSI STANTS. STUDENTS OF SUFFOLK COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
THAT MAINTAIN A GRADE PO NT AVERAGE ABOVE 3.5 THROUGH THE SEMESTER
PRECEDI NG THEI R APPLI CATI ON AS A TEACHI NG ASSI STANT SHALL BE ELI G BLE TO
PROVI DE TUTORI AL SERVI CES TO PROSPECTI VE CANDI DATES. THE COWMPENSATI ON OF
SUCH STUDENTS SHALL BE SET BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

S 2. During the fourth year next succeeding the effective date of this
act, the board of trustees of Suffolk county conmunity college shal
undertake or cause to be undertaken a study on the effectiveness of the
general equival ency degree assistance pilot programand its effects on
anel i orating the nunber of high school dropouts w thout a general equiv-
al ency degree and shall prepare recommendations for the governor and
| egi sl ature on whet her a general equival ency degree assistance pilot
program should be established statewi de, and, if so, make recomenda-
tions as to provisions including state incentives for the program

S 3. The sum of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000), or so nmuch
t hereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any nonies in
the state treasury in the general fund to the credit of the state
pur poses fund, not otherw se appropriated, and nade imrediately avail-
able, for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act. Such
noni es shall be payable on the audit and warrant of the conptroller on
vouchers certified or approved by the conptroller of Suffolk county in
t he manner prescribed by |aw.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the first of Septenber next
succeedi ng the date on which it shall have becone a | aw and shall expire
5 years after such effective date when upon such date the provisions of
this act shall be deened repeal ed.



