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I ntroduced by M of A CYMBROW TZ, CASTRO, ABBATE, COLTON -- Milti - Spon-
sored by -- M of A ROBI NSON -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Corporations, Authorities and Conm ssions

AN ACT to anend the public authorities law, in relation to prohibiting
the metropolitan transportation authority fromusing cleaning nateri -
als or chem cals which may cause or exacerbate asthna

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. QOccupational asthma has becone the
nost preval ent work-related |ung di sease in devel oped countries. Accord-
ing to the American Lung Association, ammobnia and chlorine are anong
cleaning solvents and chemcal irritants that have been proven asthma
triggers. According to the Federal Centers for Disease Control (CDC),
asthma rates have gone up 105 percent for femal es over the past 15
years, conpared to about a 41 percent increase for namles. Asthma hits
the highest in |Iowincone nei ghborhoods with the |argest mnority popu-
| ation, these are the people who use public transportation the nost.

Furthernore, the Agency for Toxic Substance and Disease Registry
(ATSDR) says that over the past decade, the preval ence of asthma in both
children and adults has increased in the United States. Wrkpl ace expo-
sures have been |linked to exacerbations of asthna.

The American Acadeny of Allergy, Asthma and | nmunol ogy, further indi-
cates that while a previous personal or famly history of allergies wll
nmake a person nore |ikely to devel op occupational asthma, many individ-
ual s who have no such history still will develop this disease if exposed
to conditions that trigger it.

One cause of occupational asthma is known as Direct Irritant Effects.
These are irritants that provoke occupational asthma and include hydro-
chloric acid, sulfur dioxide or ammonia, which is found in the petrol eum
or chemcal industries. W irkers exposed to these substances wll
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frequently begin wheezing and experiencing other asthma synptons i nme-
diately after exposure to the irritant substance. W rkers who already
have asthnma or sonme other respiratory disorder are particularly affected
by this type of exposure.

It is therefore, the intent and purpose of the |egislature to prevent
the use of those cleaning naterials and chemcals which my cause
persons enployed by, or persons using the facilities and equi pnent of,
the netropolitan transportation authority to devel op asthma, or to have
synptons of asthma triggered or exacerbated.

S 2. The public authorities law is anmended by addi ng a new section
1279-d to read as foll ows:

S 1279-D. PROH Bl TED USE OF ASTHVA CAUSI NG CHEM CALS. 1. NOTW TH-
STANDI NG ANY OTHER LAW RULE OR REGULATI ON TO THE CONTRARY, THE METRO
POLI TAN TRANSPORTATI ON AUTHORI TY SHALL NOT USE FOR ANY PURPCSE, | NCLUD-
ING THE CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE OF |ITS FAC LITIES AND EQUI PMENT,
CLEANI NG MATERI ALS OR CHEM CALS EXPOSURE TO WHI CH MAY CAUSE PERSONS TO
DEVELOP THE DI SEASE OF ASTHMVA, OR WH CH MAY EXACERBATE OR TRI GGER THE
SYMPTOVS OF ASTHMNA.

2. A DETERM NATI ON OF WHI CH CLEANI NG MATERI ALS OR CHEM CALS EXPOSURE
TO VWHI CH MAY CAUSE PERSONS TO DEVELOP THE DI SEASE OF ASTHMA, OR WHI CH
MAY EXACERBATE OR TRI GGER THE SYMPTOVS OF ASTHMA, SHALL BE MADE BY THE
COW SSI ONER OF HEALTH OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK WHO SHALL PROMULGATE A
LI ST OF SUCH CLEANI NG MATERI ALS OR CHEM CALS AND TRANSM T THE LIST TO
THE CHAI RVMAN OF THE METROPCLI TAN TRANSPORTATI ON AUTHORI TY FORTHW TH

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw



