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STATE OF NEW YORK

1864
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 9, 2013

I ntroduced by M of A SCH MEL, HOOPER -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
COLTON, GLICK, GOITFRIED, \VEINSTEIN -- read once and referred to the
Commi ttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnmental conservation law, in relation to recy-
cling programrequirenents; requires store operators to post signs
regardi ng reusabl e bags

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 27-2705 of the environnental conservation law, as
added by chapter 641 of the laws of 2008, is amended to read as foll ows:
S 27-2705. Recycling programrequirenents.

An at-store recycling program provided by the operator of a store
shal | require:

1. a plastic carryout bag provided by the store to have printed or
di splayed on the bag, in a manner visible to a consuner, the words
"PLEASE RETURN TO A PARTI Cl PATI NG STORE FOR RECYCLI NG'. Provi ded, howev-
er, such store shall be allowed for one year fromthe effective date of
this subdivision to use its existing stock of plastic carryout bags. A
store may al so apply to the conm ssioner for approval of an alternative
plastic bag recycling nmessage. The conm ssioner shall approve or reject
t he proposed nessage within forty-five days;

2. a plastic carryout bag collection bin that is visible, weasily
accessible to the consuner, and clearly marked that the collection bin
is available for the purpose of collecting and recycling plastic carry-
out bags. This subdivision shall apply to stores not within an encl osed
shopping mal | and stores of at least fifty thousand square feet wthin
an encl osed shopping mall. In the case of an encl osed shopping mall, the
owner of the enclosed mall shall place bins at reasonable intervals
t hroughout the encl osed nmal |l area;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. all plastic carryout bags collected by the store to be collected,
transported and recycled along with any other in-store plastic recycl-
i ng, except for plastic bags that are not sufficiently free of foreign
material to enter the recycling stream Plastic carryout bags coll ected
by the store or the manufacturer, which are free of foreign material,
shall not be disposed of in any solid waste disposal facility permtted
or authorized pursuant to title seven of this article;

4. the store or its agent to maintain, for a mninmmof three years,
records describing the collection, transport and recycling of plastic
carryout bags collected by weight, provided however that stores or its
agents may wei gh such bags and any other in-store plastic recycling at a
regional collection center. Such records shall be nmade available to the
department upon request, to denonstrate conpliance with this title;
[ and]

5. the operator of the store to (a) nake reusable bags available to
custoners wthin the store for purchase, and (b) permt a reuseabl e bag
to be used in lieu of a plastic carryout bag or paper bag[.]; AND

6. THE CONSPI CUOUS POSTING OF SIGNS, NO SMALLER THAN FOUR SQUARE
FEET, THAT HAVE PRI NTED OR DI SPLAYED ON THE SI GN THE WORDS "DON T FORGET
YOUR REUSABLE TOTE BAG'. THE OPERATOR OF THE STORE | S RESPONSI BLE FOR
POSTI NG AT LEAST ONE SUCH SI GN AT EACH ENTRANCE OF THE STORE OPEN TO THE
PUBLI C. THE OMNER OF ANY PARKING AREAS, AS DEFINED BY SECTION ONE
HUNDRED TWENTY- NI NE-A OF THE VEH CLE AND TRAFFI C LAW OR PARKI NG LOTS,
AS DEFI NED BY SECTI ON ONE HUNDRED TVENTY- NI NE- B OF THE VEH CLE AND TRAF-
FI C LAW THAT ARE PROVI DED | N CONNECTI ON W TH THE PREM SES OF THE STORE
SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR POSTI NG SUCH SI GNS THROUGHOUT THE PARKI NG AREA
OR PARKING LOT OF THE STORE. IN THE CASE OF A STORE W TH A PARKI NG AREA
OR PARKI NG LOT OF TEN THOUSAND SQUARE FEET OR LESS, NO LESS THAN FIVE
SIGNS SHALL BE POSTED. |IN THE CASE OF A STORE WTH A PARKI NG AREA OR
PARKI NG LOT GREATER THAN TEN THOUSAND SQUARE FEET, NO FEWER THAN SIX
SIGNS SHALL BE POSTED, AND ONE ADDI TI ONAL SI GN SHALL BE POSTED FOR
EVERY ADDI Tl ONAL ONE THOUSAND SQUARE FEET. THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL APPLY
TO STORES W THOUT REGARD AS TO WHETHER THE STORE | S W THI N AN ENCLOSED
SHOPPI NG MALL.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



