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AN ACT to amend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
declaring a policy of equal treatnent in the devel opnent and enforce-
ment of environnmental |aws, regulations and policies

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The opening paragraph of subdivision 1 of section 1-0101 of
the environnmental conservation |law is designated paragraph a and a new
paragraph b is added to read as foll ows:

B. IT IS FURTHER THE POLI CY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK THAT ALL PEOPLE
REGARDLESS OF RACE, CULTURE, NATIONAL ORIA N, | NCOVE OR COWUNI TY OF
RESI DENCE, SHALL BE TREATED EQUALLY WTH RESPECT TO THE DEVELOPMENT
| MPLEMENTATI ON AND ENFORCEMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL LAWS, REGULATI ONS AND
POLICIES. IT IS ABASIC RIGHT OF ALL NEW YORKERS TO LIVE AND WORK |IN
SAFE, HEALTHFUL, PRODUCTIVE AND AESTHETI CALLY AND CULTURALLY PLEASI NG
SURROUNDI NGS. THI'S PCOLI CY OF ENVI RONMENTAL JUSTICE |S BASED ON THE
CONCEPT OF FUNDAMENTAL FAI RNESS THAT ALL PEOPLE SHOULD BE FREE FROM ANY
DI SPROPORTI ONATE EXPOSURE OR Rl SK OF EXPOSURE TO POLLUTI ON, AND FROM THE
CUMULATI VE NEGATI VE | MPACTS RESULTI NG FROM THE DI SPARATE CONCENTRATI ON
OF POLLUTED SITES OR ENVI RONMENTAL FACI LI TI ES LI CENSED, REGULATED OR
APPROVED BY STATE ACGENCI ES, NOR SHOULD PECPLE BE DEPRIVED OF LOCALLY
ACCESSI BLE OPEN SPACE OR OTHER ENVI RONMENTAL BENEFI TS DUE TO LACK OF
POLI TI CAL OR ECONOM C STRENGTH.

S 2. The openi ng paragraph of subdivision 3 of section 1-0101 of the
envi ronmental conservation |law is amended to read as foll ows:

It shall further be the policy of the state to foster, pronote, create
and naintain conditions under which [man] PEOPLE and nature can thrive
in harmony with each other, and achi eve social, econonm c and technol og-
i cal progress for present and future generations by:

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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