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STATE OF NEW YORK

10145
I N ASSEMBLY
June 17, 2014

Introduced by COW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Benedetto,
Lupardo, Russell, Barrett, DenDekker, Lavine, Ryan, Skoufis) -- read
once and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to establishing the New
York state veterans assistance program and the New York state veterans
village pilot program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. New York state is home to nore than
900, 000 veterans, seventy-two percent of whom have served during peri ods
of conflict. The state is honme to approximately 30,000 active duty
mlitary personnel and another 30,000 National Guard and reserve person-
nel .

The legislature finds that transitioning from active mlitary to
civilian I'ife has proven difficult for many veterans. Studi es have indi-
cated that two-thirds of transitioning veterans experience a difficult
transition from mlitary to civilian life with nearly half not fully
ready to nake the transition at the tine of deactivation. O the two-
thirds of veterans not ready to transition, many indicated they needed
nore tine to determine what to do next or sinply deconpress from the
stress inherent in active duty mlitary service. Wil e the federa
government has recogni zed the difficulty of transitioning to civilian
life and developed the Transition Assistance Programwith the intent to
hel p veterans make this transition, |less than half of veterans say the
program helped themreintegrate to civilian Iife. Furthernore, recent
veterans returning hone are less likely to have fanmily that served in
the mlitary, meaning fewer networks between the mlitary and civilian
worl d exist for veterans to connect within the transition process.

The | egislature finds honel essness, depression, nmental health di sease,
and drug abuse are problens encountered by veterans nore often than
their civilian, non-mlitary counterparts and, the anxiety and uncer-
tainty of transitioning to the civilian world is frequently exacerbated
by, or a direct result of, unheal ed nental and physical wounds borne on
the battlefield. In honor of the service, commtnment, and sacrifice on
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behalf of our Nation, the legislature declares it is the public policy
of New York state to pronote and encourage the successful transition
from mlitary to civilian I|ife for our returning veterans. The state
ainms to assist veterans in post service, reintegration into |ocal comu-
nities and workforces, and provision of basic necessities and services
crucial to civilian transition.

S 2. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 368-a to
read as foll ows:

S 368-A. NEW YORK STATE VETERANS ASSI STANCE PROGRAM 1. FOR PURPGCSES
OF THI S SECTI ON THE TERM "VETERAN' MEANS A PERSON, MALE OR FEMALE, RESI -
DENT OF THI S STATE, WHO HAS SERVED I N THE ACTI VE M LI TARY, NAVAL SERVI CE
OR AIR SERVICE OF THE UNI TED STATES DURING A WVAR IN WH CH THE UN TED
STATES ENGAGED, OR WAS A RECIPIENT OF THE ARMED EXPEDI TI ONARY MEDAL,
MARI NE CORPS EXPEDI TI ONARY MEDAL, OR GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORI SM EXPEDI Tl O\
ARY MEDAL, AND WHO HAS BEEN RELEASED FROM SUCH SERVI CE W TH AN HONORABLE
OR GENERAL DI SCHARGE.

2. THE STATE DI RECTOR, | N CONSULTATION WTH THE ADJUTANT GENERAL OF
THE DIVISION OF MLITARY AND NAVAL AFFAIRS, THE COW SSI ONER OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON, THE COWM SSI ONER OF
MENTAL HEALTH, THE COVMM SSI ONER OF HEALTH, AND THE NEW YORK STATE OFFI CE
OF ALCOHOLI SM AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVI CES, OR ANY OTHER ENTI TY THAT THE
STATE DI RECTOR DEEMS NECESSARY SHALL ESTABLI SH AND MAI NTAIN A PROGRAM TO
ASSI ST VETERANS IN THEIR TRANSITION OUT OF MLITARY SERVI CE. SUCH
PROGRAM SHALL BE KNOWN AS "THE NEW YORK STATE VETERANS ASSI STANCE
PROGRAM'. SUCH PROGRAM SHALL PROVI DE COORDI NATED MENTAL HEALTH AND
SUBSTANCE ABUSE COUNSELI NG, EMPLOYMENT AND JOB TRAI NI NG HOUSI NG ASSI ST-
ANCE, AND ANY OTHER RELATED | NFORMATI ON OR SERVI CES TO VETERANS. SUCH
PROGRAM SHALL BE AVAI LABLE THROUGHOUT THE STATE. WHERE PRACTI CAL, SUCH
PROGRAM SHALL OFFER ALL I TS SERVICES I N A CERTAIN AREA I N ONE FACI LI TY.

3. THE NEW YORK STATE VETERANS ASSI STANCE PROGRAM SHALL BE AVAI LABLE
TO VETERANS, WHO HAVE RECEI VED AN HONORABLE OR GENERAL DI SCHARGE, DOCU-
MENTED BY A COPY OF THE VETERAN S CERTI FI CATE OF RELEASE OR DI SCHARGE
FROM ACTIVE DUTY ALSO KNOM AS A DD-214 FORM OR AN HONORABLE SERVI CE
CERTI FI CATE/ REPORT OF CASUALTY FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. THE
PROGRAM SHALL BE AVAILABLE FROM THE DATE ON WH CH SUCH VETERAN WAS
DI SCHARGED FROM THE ACTI VE M LI TARY SERVI CE.

4. | N ESTABLI SHI NG AND CARRYI NG OQUT THE VETERANS ASSI STANCE PROGRAM
PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON, THE STATE DI RECTOR SHALL:

(1) PROVIDE | NFORVATI ON CONCERNI NG FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL ASSI ST-
ANCE PROGRAMS, PROGRAMS OF M LI TARY AND VETERANS' SERVI CE ORGANI ZATI ONS
OR OTHER ORGANI ZATI ONS, THAT MAY BE OF ASSI STANCE TO VETERANS;

(1'l) PROVIDE, | N CONSULTATION WTH THE COW SSI ONER OF LABOR, | NFORMA-
TION ABOUT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNI TI ES, | NSTRUCTI ON | N RESUME PREPARATI ON,
JOB ANALYSI S, SEARCH, AND | NTERVI EW TECHNI QUES, ANALYSI S OF THE CURRENT
LABOR MARKET, THE COST OF LIVING IN SPECI FI C GEOGRAPHI C AREAS OF THE
STATE | NCLUDI NG TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, THE COST AND AVAI LABI LI TY OF
HOUSI NG CHI LD CARE AND EDUCATI ON. THE STATE DI RECTOR SHALL ALSO WORK
WTH MLITARY AND VETERANS'  SERVICE ORGAN ZATIONS, LOCAL VETERANS
SERVI CE ORGANI ZATI ONS, AND OTHER APPROPRI ATE ORGANI ZATI ONS | N PROMOTI NG
AND PUBLI Cl ZI NG JOB FAI RS AND CURRENT JOB OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR VETERANS;

(1'1'l) PROVIDE ANALYSI S OR VERI FI CATI ON, TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, OF
JOB SKILLS AND EXPERI ENCE ACQUI RED WHI LE ON ACTI VE DUTY FOR USE | N SEEK-
I NG Cl VI LI AN EMPLOYMENT AND | N OBTAI NI NG JOB SEARCH SKI LLS;

(1V) EVALUATE THE EDUCATI ONAL ASSI STANCE BENEFI TS TO WHI CH THE MEMBER
IS ENTI TLED UNDER THE FEDERAL MONTGOMERY G BILL, POST 911 3 BILL, AND
OTHER EDUCATI ONAL ASSI STANCE PROGRAMS;



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A. 10145 3

PROVI DE FI NANCI AL LI TERACY AND PLANNI NG RESOURCES | NCLUDI NG | NFOR-
MATI ON ON BUDGETI NG SAVI NG, CREDI T, LOANS, AND TAXES, | NCLUDI NG ASSI ST-
ANCE TO SUCH MEMBERS | N THEI R EFFORTS TO OBTAIN LOANS AND GCRANTS FROM
THE SMALL BUSI NESS ADM NI STRATI ON AND OTHER FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL
AGENCI ES;

(M) PROVIDE RESOURCES ON SMALL BUSI NESS DEVELOPMENT, DI SABI LI TY- RE-
LATED EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNI TI ES, AND OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF
STATE CONTRACTS | NCLUDI NG CONTRACTS SET ASI DE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 17-B
OF TH S CHAPTER;

(M 1) | NFORMATI ON CONCERNI NG THE AVAI LABI LITY OF MENTAL HEALTH
SERVI CES AND THE TREATMENT OF POST- TRAUMATI C STRESS DI SORDER, ANXI ETY
DI SORDERS, DEPRESSI ON, SU CI DAL | DEATIONS, M LITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA, OR
OTHER MENTAL HEALTH CONDI TI ONS ASSOCI ATED WTH SERVICE IN THE ARMED
FORCES;

(M 1'1) PROVI DE ASSI STANCE | N PREPARI NG APPLI CATI ONS FOR VARI QUS FEDER-
AL, STATE, AND LOCAL VETERANS' BENEFI TS | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TG,
FEDERAL VA MEDI CAL SERVI CES; AND

(1 X) PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS TO EFFECTUATE THE PROVI SI ONS OF
THI' S SECTI ON.

S 3. The executive lawis anmended by adding a new section 368-b to
read as foll ows:

S 368-B. NEW YORK STATE VETERANS VI LLAGE PI LOT PROGRAM 1. BEG NNI NG
JUNE THI RTI ETH, TWD THOUSAND SI XTEEN THE STATE DI RECTOR SHALL ESTABLI SH
A NEW YORK STATE VETERANS VI LLAGE PI LOT PROGRAM  SUCH PROGRAM  SUBJECT
TO THE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE STATE DI RECTOR, SHALL | DENTIFY
VETERANS THAT ARE HOMVELESS OR MAY SOON BE HOMVELESS AND PROVI DE HOUSI NG
IN A DORM TORY TYPE HOUSI NG UNTI L PERMANENT HOUSI NG CAN BE PROVI DED TO
SUCH VETERAN. SUCH PROGRAM SHALL ALSO PROVIDE, IN SUCH DORM TORY TYPE
HOUSI NG  MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE COUNSELI NG, EMPLOYMENT AND
JOB TRAI Nl NG PROGRAMS, FI NANCI AL LI TERACY, ASSI STANCE PROVI DED PURSUANT
TO SECTION THREE HUNDRED SI XTY-ElIGHT-A OF TH S ARTI CLE, OR ANY OTHER
ASS|I STANCE THE VETERAN MAY NEED. SUCH PROGRAM SHALL COORDI NATE ANY
ASS| STANCE THAT SUCH VETERAN RECEI VES.

2. THE STATE DI RECTOR SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS TO EFFEC
TUATE THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S SECTI ON.

3. BY DECEMBER THI RTY- FI RST, TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN AND ANNUALLY THER-
EAFTER, THE STATE DI RECTOR SHALL SUBM T A REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR, THE
SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE WHI CH
SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO EVALUATI ON OF THE EFFECTI VENESS OF
THE PROGRAM AND RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR | MPROVEMENTS AS NECESSARY.

4. THE STATE DI RECTOR, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE COWM SSI ONER OF HOVES
AND COVWMUNITY RENEWAL, AND THE COWM SSI ONER OF THE OFFI CE OF GENERAL
SERVI CES, AND ANY OTHER AGENCY THE STATE DI RECTOR DEEMS NECESSARY, SHALL
CONDUCT A STATEW DE STUDY TO DETERM NE | F THERE ARE EXI STI NG FACI LI TI ES,
OMED BY OR AVAI LABLE TO THE STATE, THAT CAN BE USED TO HOUSE VETERANS
IN NEED OF HOUSI NG SUCH REPORT SHALL BE DELI VERED TO THE GOVERNOR, THE
SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE BY
DECEMBER THI RTY- FI RST, TWO THOUSAND FI FTEEN. SUCH STUDY SHALL | NCLUDE,
BUT NOT BE LIM TED TG

(A) THE NUMBER OF M LI TARY PERSONNEL CURRENTLY STATIONED IN NEW YORK
STATE | NCLUDING THEIR LOCATIONS, AND THE NUMBER OF M LI TARY PERSONNEL
STATI NG NEW YORK STATE AS THEI R HOVE OF RECORD, | NCLUDI NG THEI R CURRENT
GEOGRAPHI C LOCATI ON;

(B) THE ESTI MATED NUMBER OF HOMVELESS VETERANS STATEW DE;
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(© CURRENT TEMPORARY OR TRANSI TI ONAL HOUSI NG FACI LI TIES OR PROGRAMS
OPERATED BY ANY PRI VATE OR NON- PROFI T COVPANY, OR ANY FEDERAL, STATE, OR
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TY CURRENTLY OPEN TO VETERANS | N NEW YORK STATE;

(D) EXI STI NG PROPERTI ES OANED BY OR AVAI LABLE TO THE STATE THAT COULD
BE USED TO CREATE HOUSI NG FACI LI TI ES FOR VETERANS | N NEED;

(E) THE ESTI MATED COSTS OF OPENI NG OPERATI NG, AND MAI NTAI NI NG HOUSI NG
FOR VETERANS | N NEED THROUGHOUT THE STATE; AND

(F) RECOMVENDATI ONS OR LEQ SLATI VE PROPCSALS BASED UPON THE FI NDI NGS
OF THE STUDY.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



