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STATE OF NEW YORK

10120
I N ASSEMBLY
June 16, 2014

I ntroduced by COW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A MDonald) --
read once and referred to the Cormittee on Al coholismand Drug Abuse

AN ACT to amend the nental hygiene law, in relation to establishing a
publ i ¢ awareness canpai gn on heroin and opi oid addiction

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The |egislature hereby establishes a
publ i ¢ awareness and educational canpaign to inform the public about
heroin and prescription opioid pain nedication addiction. Heroin and
ot her opioids are highly addictive and as a result, a public health
crisis has energed in New York State. Thi s canpaign w Il conpl enent
exi sting progranms adm nistered by the Departnment of Health and the
Ofice of Alcoholismand Substance Abuse Services on prescription pain
nmedi cati on awareness. The educational canmpaign will be statew de and
should be designed to alert youth, parents, high risk popul ations, and
the general population by providing educational materials on the
subjects to schools and comrunity groups.

S 2. The nmental hygiene |law is anended by addi ng a new section 19. 26
to read as foll ows:

S 19.26 HERO N AND PRESCRI PTI ON OPI O D PAI N MEDI CATI ON ADDI CTI ON  AWARE-
NESS AND EDUCATI ON PROGRAM

THE COW SSI ONER, | N COOPERATI ON W TH THE COWM SSI ONER OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF HEALTH, SHALL DEVELOP, ESTABLISH AND | MPLEMENT A PUBLI C AWARE-
NESS AND EDUCATI ONAL CAMPAI GN ON HERO N AND OPI O D ADDI CTI ON.

(A) THE CAMPAI GN SHALL | NCLUDE | NFORMATI ON ON:

) THE DANGERS OF THE ABUSE OF HERO N AND THE HI GH RI SK OF ADDI CTI ON
) THE DANGERS OF M SUSE AND ABUSE OF OPI O DS AND THE HI GH RI SK OF
CTI ON;

1) HOW TO RECOGNI ZE THE SI GNS OF ADDI CTI ON FOR NON- MEDI CAL  PROFES-
S| ONALS;

(1V) THE PROMOTI ON OF THE OPI O D OVERDCOSE PREVENTI ON PROGRAM PURSUANT
TO SECTION THI RTY- THREE HUNDRED NI NE OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW AND THE
GOOD SAMARI TAN LAW PURSUANT TO SECTI ONS 220. 03 AND 220.78 OF THE PENAL
LAW AND SECTI ON 390. 40 OF THE CRI M NAL PROCEDURE LAW AND
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REDUCI NG THE STI GVA ASSOCI ATED W TH ADDI CTI ON.

(B) THE CAMPAIGN SHALL | NCREASE PUBLI C AWARENESS THROUGH THE USE OF
SOClI AL AND MASS MEDI A, | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIMTED TO | NTERNET, RADI O
AND PRI NT ADVERTI SI NG SUCH AS BI LLBOARDS AND POSTERS. THE CAMPAI GN W LL
ALSO | DENTI FY AND RECRUI T | NDI VI DUALS TO SERVE AS VI SI BLE, PUBLI C AMBAS-
SADORS TO PROMOTE THI S MESSAGE. SUCH AMBASSADORS MAY | NCLUDE PROFES-
SI ONAL AND AMATEUR ATHLETES AND CELEBRI TY ADVOCATES FROM MEDI A, MJSI C
AND OTHER ENTERTAI NVENT MEDI UMB. THE CAMPAI GN SHALL | NCLUDE AN | NTERNET
VEBSI TE PROVI DI NG | NFORMATI ON FOR PARENTS, CHH LDREN AND HEALTH CARE
PROFESSI ONALS ON THE RI SKS ASSOCI ATED W TH TAKI NG OPI O DS AND HERO N AND
THE RESOURCES AVAI LABLE TO THOSE NEEDI NG ASSISTANCE WTH HERO N OR
OPI O D ADDI CTI ON. SUCH WEBSI TE SHALL ALSO PROVI DE | NFORMVATI ON REGARDI NG
VHERE | NDI VI DUALS MAY PROPERLY DI SPOSE OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES | N THEI R
COVMUNI TY AND | NCLUDE ACTI VE LI NKS TO FURTHER | NFORMATI ON AND RESOURCES.
THE DEPARTMENT MAY CONSULT W TH RELEVANT PROFESSI ONAL ORGANI ZATIONS TO
DEVELOP MATERI AL. THE CAMPAI GN SHALL BEG N NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER
FI RST, TWO THOUSAND FOURTEEN.

(© THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL PREPARE AN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR
AND THE LEG SLATURE ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER FI RST OF EACH YEAR ON THE
PUBLI C AWARENESS AND EDUCATI ONAL CAMPAI GN, | NCLUDI NG

(1) ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE OFFICE TO CARRY OUT THE PUBLIC AWARENESS
CAMPAI GN AND EDUCATI ONAL CAMPAI GN;  AND

(1) AN ASSESSMENT OF THE NECESSARY APPROPRI ATI ONS FOR THE OFFI CE TO
MEET THE NEEDS OF THE CAMPAI GN | N THE NEXT FI SCAL YEAR

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



