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STATE OF NEW YORK

7558
I N SENATE
May 15, 2014

Introduced by Sen. RIVERA -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to equitable and
consi stent access to outpatient care services

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraphs (iii) and (iv) of subdivision 2 of section
2803-1 of the public health law, as anmended by chapter 639 of the | aws
of 1996, are anended and a new paragraph (v) is added to read as
fol | ows:

(ii1) denobnstrate the hospital's operational and financial conm tnent
to nmeeting community health care needs, to provide charity care services
and to inprove access to health care services by the underserved; [and]

(iv) prepare and nmake available to the public a statenent showi ng on a
conmbi ned basis a summary of the financial resources of the hospital and
rel ated corporations and the allocation of avail able resources to hospi -
t al purposes including the provision of free or reduced charge
services[.]; AND

DEMONSTRATE THE HOSPI TAL' S COVM TMENT TO ENSURI NG QUALI TY CARE AND
CONTI NUI TY OF CARE WTHI N ALL TREATMENT SETTI NGS FOR ALL PATI ENT POPU-
LATI ONS, | NCLUDING PERSONS COVERED BY MEDI CAID AND THE UNI NSURED, I N
ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON TVENTY- El GHT HUNDRED FI VE- X OF
TH' S ARTI CLE

S 2. The public health |aw is anmended by adding a new section 2805-x
to read as foll ows:

S 2805-X. ACCESS TO OUTPATI ENT SERVI CES. EVERY GENERAL HOSPI TAL SHALL
ESTABLI SH POLI Cl ES THAT ASSURE EQUI TABLE AND CONSI STENT ACCESS TO OUTPA-
TI ENT CARE SERVI CES THAT MAY BE PROVI DED OR ARRANGED BY SUCH HOSPI TAL
THROUGH HOSPI TAL- AFFI LI ATED OUTPATI ENT DEPARTMENTS, CLINCS, FACULTY
PRACTI CE PLANS OR PRI VATE PHYSI Cl AN PRACTI CES, REGARDLESS OF A PATIENT'S
SOURCE OF COVERAGE OR PAYMENT. SUCH POLI CI ES SHALL BE | NCORPORATED W TH
I N THE GENERAL HOSPI TAL'S COMWUNI TY SERVI CES PLAN, | N ACCORDANCE W TH
THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON TWENTY- El GHT HUNDRED THREE-L OF THI S ARTI CLE
TO ASSI ST GENERAL HOSPI TALS | N SATI SFYI NG THESE OBLI GATI ONS AND DEVELOP-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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I NG SUCH POLI CI ES, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL EXAM NE BARRI ERS THAT MAY EXI ST
TO ASSURI NG EQUI TABLE ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE SERVI CES. | N CONDUCTI NG SUCH
EXAM NATI ON, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL CONSI DER ANY STATE OR FEDERAL REGULA-
TORY OR REI MBURSEMENT PCLI Cl ES THAT DI SCOURAGE EQUI TABLE ACCESS, REGARD-
LESS OF THE PATIENT'S SOURCE OF COVERAGE OR PAYMENT. THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL ALSO EXAM NE THE EXTENT TO WHI CH | NSURANCE AND MANAGED CARE BENE-
FI'T DESI GNS MAY DI SCOURAGE OR PRECLUDE ACCESS TO APPROPRI ATE SERVI CES BY
PATI ENTS, REGARDLESS OF THE PATI ENT' S SOURCE OF COVERAGE OR PAYMENT. THE
COW SSI ONER  SHALL, ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER THI RTY- FI RST, TWO THOUSAND
FOURTEEN, | SSUE A REPORT ON SUCH EXAM NATI ON | NCLUDI NG RECOMVENDATI ONS
FOR ANY NECESSARY LEG SLATI VE OR REGULATORY CHANGES TO ENHANCE ACCESS TO
SERVI CES, AND DETAI LI NG ANY FEDERAL STATUTORY OR REGULATORY BARRI ERS.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately, except that section one
of the act shall take effect on Cctober 1, 2014 and the provisions of
such section shall apply to community service plans due and submtted on
or after such date.



