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STATE OF NEW YORK

7504
I N SENATE
May 15, 2014

I ntroduced by Sen. ESPAILLAT -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to the definition of
palliative care

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The purpose of this act is to conform
the concept of palliative care under article 40 of the public health | aw
with that in sections 2997-c (palliative care patient 1information) and
2997-d (hospital, nursing home, hone care, special needs assisted |living
residences and enhanced assisted living residences palliative care
support) of the public health | aw

S 2. Section 4002 of the public health law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. "PALLI ATI VE CARE" MEANS HEALTH CARE TREATMENT, | NCLUDI NG | NTERDI S-
Cl PLI NARY END-OF-LIFE CARE, CONSULTATION WTH PATIENTS AND FAMLY
MEMBERS, AND PSYCHOSCOCI AL AND SPI RI TUAL SUPPORT, TO PREVENT OR RELI EVE
PAI N AND SUFFERI NG AND TO ENHANCE THE PATI ENT'S QUALI TY OF LIFE

S 3. Section 4012-b of the public health law, as added by chapter 195
of the laws of 2002, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 4012-b. Hospice palliative care [program for persons w th advanced
and progressive disease]. [1.] Not wi t hst andi ng any i nconsi st ent
provision of +this article to the contrary, a hospice my also offer a
program of palliative care for patients with advanced [and progressive
di sease] LIFE-LIM TING CONDI TI ONS AND | LLNESSES and their famlies. Such
a programmnmay be provided by a hospice issued a certificate of approval
pursuant to section forty hundred four of this article, acting alone or
under <contract wth a certified home health agency, |ong term hone

health care program |icensed honme care services agency or AIDS hone
care program as such ternms are defined in section thirty-six hundred
two of this chapter. Nothing in this section shall preclude the

provi sion of palliative care by any other health care provi der otherw se
aut hori zed to provide such servi ces.
[2. For the purposes of this section the following ternms shall nean:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD11170-01- 3



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 7504 2

(a) "Advanced and progressive di sease" nmeans a nedi cal condition which
is irreversible and which will continue indefinitely, where there is no
reasonabl e hope of maintaining life.

(b) "Palliative care" nmeans the active, interdisciplinary care of
patients with advanced, life-limting illness, focusing on relief of
di stressing physical and psychosocial synptons and neeting spiritua
needs. Its goal is achievenent of the best quality of life for patients
and famlies.]

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



