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STATE OF NEW YORK

7259
| N SENATE
May 8, 2014

Introduced by Sen. G PSON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Corporations, Authorities
and Conmi ssi ons

AN ACT creating the Starr public library district in the town of Rhine-
beck, New York; and to anmend chapter 672 of the laws of 1993 anendi ng
the public authorities law relating to the construction and financi ng
of facilities for certain public libraries, inrelation to including
the Starr public library district within the provisions of such chap-
ter and providing for financing through the dormtory authority

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Secti on 1. Creation of library district. Notwithstanding the
provi sions of any general, special, or local lawto the contrary, there
Is hereby created and established in the town of Rhinebeck, county of
Dutchess, a public library district which shall be knowmn as the Starr
public library district, hereinafter referred to as the district, and
whi ch shall consist of all the territory within the town of Rhinebeck
The district wll operate a public library to be known as the Starr
l'ibrary.

S 2. Election. 1. The district herein described shall not cone into
exi stence wunless and wuntil it is approved with the initial budget in
support thereof proposed by the board of trustees of the existing Starr
Institute, and nine trustees are elected by a vote of the nmpjority of
the qualified voters voting in an election held, not later than January
31, 2016, pursuant to the follow ng provisions:

Upon receipt of a petition signed by not |ess than twenty-five voters
qualified to vote at a general election in the district, the board of
trustees of the existing Starr Institute, shall conduct an el ection at
whi ch the issues shall be:

(a) whether the public library district herein described wth the
initial budget in support thereof proposed by the board of trustees of
the existing Starr Institute, shall be created or not; and

(b) the election of nine trustees as provided by this act.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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The board of trustees of the existing Starr Institute, shall give
notice of such election by publication of notice at |least twice in one
or nore newspapers having a general circulation in the district to be
served. The first publication of such notice shall be not |ess than
thirteen days and not nore than twenty days prior to the date of such
el ection. In addition, the board of trustees of the existing Starr
Institute, shall cause copies of such notice to be posted conspi cuously
in three public places in the district at |east thirteen days prior to
the date of such election. Such notice shall specify the date and tine
when and the place where such election will be held and the issues to be
deci ded at such election. The board of trustees of the existing Starr
Institute, shall designate a resident qualified voter of such district
to act as chairperson of any election of such district and shall desig-
nate not |ess than two nor nore than six resident qualified voters to
act as election inspectors and ballot clerks at such election. No trus-
tee of the Starr Institute, shall serve as chairperson or as an el ection
i nspector or ballot clerk. The board of trustees of the existing Starr
Institute, may adopt a resolution providing that such chairperson,
el ection inspectors and ballot clerks shall be paid reasonable conpen-
sation for their respective services at such election. Every voter who
is aresident of the district and otherwise qualified to vote at a
general election in the town shall be qualified to vote at said
el ection. The board of trustees of the existing Starr Institute, may, to
the extent authorized by |law, authorize the use of absentee ballots for
the election. After the polls have closed at such election, the election

i nspectors and the ballot clerks shall imediately canvass publicly the
bal |l ot s cast and the chairperson of the election shall publicly announce
the result. Wthin seventy-two hours thereafter, the chairperson,

el ection inspectors and ballot clerks shall execute and file a certif-
icate of the result of the canvass with the board of trustees of the
existing Starr Institute, and the town clerk. If a mpjority of the
voters approve the formation of the district with the initial budget in
support thereof proposed by the board of trustees of the Starr Insti-
tute, then the district shall come into existence on the terns and
conditions set forth in this act.

2. In the event that the district is created, there shall be an annua
el ection conducted by the board of trustees of the Starr public library
district in accordance with the provisions of subdivision one of this
section at a tinme to be set by the board of trustees of the district, at
whi ch el ecti on vacancies on the board of trustees shall be filled and at
whi ch any proposed budget which the board shall determ ne to submt to
the voters pursuant to section four of this act shall be submtted to
the voters.

3. Candidates for the office of nenber of the board of trustees of the
Starr public library district shall be nom nated by petition. No vacan-
cy to be filled on the board of trustees shall be considered a separate,
specific office. A separate petition shall be required to nom nate each
candi date for a vacancy on the board. Each petition shall be directed to
the secretary of the board of trustees of the existing Starr Institute,
shall be signed by at Ileast twenty-five qualified voters of the
district, shall state the residence of each signer, and shall state the
nane and residence of the candidate. In the event that any such nom nees
shall w thdraw their candidacy prior to the election, such person shal
not be considered a candidate unless a new petition nomnating such
person in the sane manner and within the same tinme linmtation applicable
to other candidates is filed with the secretary of the board of trustees
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of the existing Starr Institute. Each petition shall be filed with the
secretary of the board of trustees of the existing Starr Institute,
bet ween the hours of 9:00 a.m and 5:00 p.m, not later than the thirti-
eth day before the election at which the candi dates nonminated are to be
elected. In the event that the new district is created, petitions nom -
nating candidates for the board of trustees for all future elections
shall be filed with the secretary of the Starr public library district.

S 3. Organization and structure. The Starr public Ilibrary district
shall be managed, operated, and controlled by a board of trustees
consi sting of nine nenbers. The trustees shall take office at the first
regular neeting of the board of trustees following their election. At
the first regular nmeeting of the board of trustees of the district, the
trustees shall determ ne when the terns of office of each nenber shal
expire as follows: the trustees receiving the first, second and third
hi ghest nunber of votes shall each serve for three years, the trustees
receiving the fourth, fifth and sixth highest nunber of votes shall each
serve for two years, and the trustees receiving the seventh, eighth and
ninth highest nunber of votes shall each serve for one year. As vacan-
cies occur due to expiration of terns of office, trustees shall be
elected by the voters of the district at the election provided for by
this act to serve three year terns, such terns to conmence at the first
regular neeting of the board of trustees of the district next follow ng
their election. All other vacancies caused by resignation, renoval,
death, or inability to serve shall be filled by appointnment by the board
of trustees of the district until the next election, at which tinme the
vacancy shall be filled by election for the remaining portion of the
term At any election where one or nore persons are to be elected for
the unexpired portion of a termor ternms, the candidate receiving the
| argest nunber of votes shall be entitled to the full three year term
and the candi dates receiving the next highest nunber of votes shall be
entitled, in decreasing order of the respective nunbers of votes, to the
vacancy or vacancies, in decreasing order of the length of the unexpired
portion or portions of atermor terns. Only qualified voters of the
district shall be eligible for election to the board of trustees. The
board of trustees at its first nmeeting after each annual el ection shal
el ect or appoint a president, vice-president, and a secretary, who shal
be nenbers of the board, and a treasurer and such other officers as they
deem necessary. If the board so determ nes, the office of treasurer nay
be held by an individual who is not a nmenber of the board of trustees
and, in that event, such officer may, if the board so deternmnines,
recei ve conpensation as fixed by resolution of the board.

S 4. Finances. 1. The initial budget to support the district shall be
deternmined by a vote of the voters of the district in the initia
el ection as hereinafter provided for. Al future budgets that increase
or decrease the district's proposed tax | evy as conpared to the tax |evy
in the preceding fiscal year's budget shall be submtted to the resi-
dents voting at the annual election of trustees pursuant to section two
of this act. Funds voted for library purposes at the initial election
and at all future elections shall be considered an annual appropriation
therefor and shall be levied and collected yearly by the town for the
district in the sanme manner and at the sanme tine as other taxes in the
t own.

2. The district's fiscal year shall run fromthe first day of January
to the thirty-first day of Decenber. The board of trustees of the
district shall annually file with the clerk of the town on or before the
first day of Novenber an estimate of the proposed budget including costs
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of library services to be raised by levy for the library district in the
fiscal year beginning on the first day of January of the next year. The
town shall not nake any change in the estimte of revenues or expendi -
tures submtted by the board of the district in preparation of its
prelimnary budget.

3. The town board of the town of Rhinebeck shall levy a tax against
the real property lying within the district for the anount to be raised
by tax as approved by the voters of the district. The town board shal
pay the full anount of the tax |evy approved by the voters over to the
treasurer of the district pursuant to the schedule set forth in this
section. The town board shall annually pay over to the treasurer of the
district on or before the thirtieth day after its tax collection period
ends, the full amount of the levy due. If necessary to neet this sched-
ule, the town board nay issue tax anticipation notes pursuant to article
Il of the local finance |law to obtain the necessary noneys therefor.

4. The town board of the town shall have the power to authorize, sell
and i ssue bonds, notes, and other evidences of indebtedness pursuant to
the local finance law in order to pernmt the district to provide facili -
ties or inproved facilities for library purposes. Upon witten request
fromthe board of trustees of the district, after approval by the quali -
fied voters of such district, the town board shall authorize, sell, and
i ssue such bonds, notes, or other evidences of indebtedness as are
necessary to acconplish the inprovenents specified in the notice. The
proceeds of such bonds, notes, or other evidences of indebtedness shal
be paid to the treasurer of the district and maintained in a segregated
account in accordance with section 165.00 of the l|ocal finance | aw and
expended by the treasurer only on specific authorization by the board of
trustees.

5. The board of trustees of the district may accept on behalf of the
di strict any absolute gift, devise, or bequest of real or personal prop-
erty and such conditional gifts, devises, or bequests as it shall by
resol uti on approve.

6. The treasurer of the district shall be custodian of all funds of
the district, including gifts and trust funds paid over to the trustees.
The board of trustees my authorize the investnent of funds in the
custody of the treasurer in the sane manner in which town funds my be
i nvested. Proceeds of obligations received fromthe town nay be invested
in accordance with section 165.00 of the local finance |aw. The town of
Rhi nebeck shall pronptly pay over to the district all nonies which
belong to or are raised for the district. No nonies shall be disbursed
by the treasurer of the district except after audit by the board of
trustees. The board of trustees of the district shall audit all clains
and shall order the paynent thereof, except as otherwi se provided by
this section. No such clains shall be audited or ordered paid by the
trustees unless an item zed voucher therefor shall be presented to the
board of trustees for audit and allowance. The provisions of this
section shall not be applicable to paynment of utility costs, clainms of
fixed salaries, and anounts which the district may be required to pay on
account of retirement contributions for past or current services to
of ficers and enpl oyees of the district. The treasurer shall keep such
records in such manner as the board of trustees may require.

S 5. Charter, conmencenent of operations, and transfer of property and
enpl oyees. The initially elected trustees of the district shall, within
ninety days fromthe date of approval of the district by the voters of
the district, apply to the board of regents for a charter as a public
library. Upon the granting of such a charter by the board of regents,
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title to all liabilities and assets, including all property, both rea
and personal, and both tangible and intangible, all trust and other
funds, and all other obligations, now held by the existing Starr Insti-
tute, shall be transferred to, vested in, and be acquired by the

district established by this act. The above provisions for transfer to,
vesting and acquisition of real and personal property, both tangi ble and
intangi ble, and all trust and other funds, are effectuated by operation
of | aw pursuant to the authority of this act, except that, for purposes
of clarity of real ©property records, deeds of conveyance shall be
executed and filed for any parcels of real property. Upon the transfer

of all such property, the existing Starr Institute shall be deened
di ssol ved. Upon the granting of such charter by the board of regents,
all enployees of the existing Starr Institute shall becone enpl oyees of

the district upon the sane terns and conditions of enploynent and at the
same rate of pay as their previous enploynment by the existing Starr
Institute.

S 6. Ad valoremlevy. The several |lots and parcels of land within the
area of the district are hereby determned to be benefited by the
library facilities and devices existing as of the effective date of this
act, and the town of Rhinebeck is hereby authorized to assess, |evy, and
coll ect the necessary expenses of operation, maintenance, and repair of
such facilities and services and such capital inprovenments, including
debt service on bonds, notes, or other evidences of indebtedness of the
town i ssued for the purpose of the district, as nay be hereafter author-
i zed pursuant to the provisions of this act fromsuch lots and parcels
of land in the same manner and at the sanme tine as other town charges.

S 7. Education law. Except as otherwi se provided by this act, the
provi sions of the education law relating to public libraries shall be
applicable to the district established by this act.

S 8. The district is deenmed a special district which is separate and

distinct fromthe town for all purposes, including but not Ilimted to
managenent, appropriations, and expenditures. Any tax |levy for the
di strict shall not be charged or inputed to the town, and shall instead

be charged or inputed to the district, for purposes of any general or
special | aws enacted by the |egislature.

S 9. Section 5 of chapter 672 of the laws of 1993, anending the public
authorities lawrelating to the construction and financing of facilities
for certain public libraries, is anmended by addi ng a new subdivision 47
to read as foll ows:

47. STARR PUBLI C LI BRARY DI STRI CT

S 10. This act shall take effect inmediately.



