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STATE OF NEW YORK

7121
I N SENATE
April 29, 2014

Introduced by Sen. HANNON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to mdwifery birth
centers

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 2801 of the public health [aw, as
separately anmended by chapters 297 and 416 of the laws of 1983, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. "Hospital" neans a facility or institution engaged principally in
provi di ng services by or under the supervision of a physician or, in the
case of a dental clinic or dental dispensary, of a dentist, OR IN THE
CASE OF A M DW FERY BI RTH CENTER, O A MDWFE, for the prevention
di agnosis or treatnment of human disease, pain, injury, deformty or
physi cal condition, including, but not limted to, a general hospital,
public health center, diagnhostic center, treatnent center, dental clin-
ic, dental dispensary, rehabilitation center other than a facility used
solely for vocational rehabilitation, nursing home, tubercul osis hospi-
tal, chronic disease hospital, maternity hospital, ™M DWFERY BIRTH
CENTER, Ilying-in-asylum out-patient departnment, out-patient | odge,
di spensary and a | aboratory or central service facility serving one or
nore such institutions, but the term hospital shall not include an
institution, sanitariumor other facility engaged principally in provid-
ing services for the prevention, diagnosis or treatnent of nmental disa-
bility and which is subject to the powers of visitation, exam nation,
i nspection and investigation of the departnent of nmental hygi ene except
for those distinct parts of such a facility which provide hospital
service. The provisions of this article shall not apply to a facility or
institution engaged principally in providing services by or under the
supervi sion of the bona fide nenbers and adherents of a recognized reli-
gious organization whose teachings include reliance on spiritual means
through prayer alone for healing in the practice of the religion of such
organi zati on and where services are provided in accordance wth those
t eachi ngs.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. Section 2801 of the public health |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 11 to read as foll ows:

11. "M DWFERY BIRTH CENTER' MEANS A HOSPI TAL ENGAGED PRI NCI PALLY | N
PROVI DI NG PRENATAL AND OBSTETRI C CARE, WHERE SUCH SERVI CES ARE PROVI DED
PRI NCl PALLY BY M DW VES.

S 3. Section 2803 of the public health |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 11 to read as foll ows:

11. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL MAKE REGULATIONS RELATING TO M DW FERY
BI RTH CENTERS, | NCLUDI NG RELATING TO ESTABLI SHVENT, CONSTRUCTI ON, AND
OPERATI ON, CONSI DERI NG THE STANDARDS OF STATE AND NATI ONAL PROFESSI ONAL
ASSCCI ATIONS OF M DW FERY BI RTH CENTERS, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH REPRESEN-
TATI VES OF M DW VES, M DW FERY BIRTH CENTERS, AND GENERAL HOSPI TALS
PROVI DI NG OBSTETRI C SERVI CES.

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



