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STATE OF NEW YORK

7002
I N SENATE
April 11, 2014

Introduced by Sen. STAVI SKY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the D wa-
i school holiday

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is amended by addi ng a new section 3204-a
to read as foll ows:

S 3204-A HI NDU FESTI VAL OF LI GHTS SCHOOL HOLI DAY. 1. THE FI FTEENTH
DAY OF THE H NDU LUNI SOLAR MONTH OF KARTI K, KNOMN AS LAKSHM PUJA, SHALL
BE A SCHOCOL HOLI DAY FOR ANY OR ALL SCHOOLS IN A QUALIFIED SCHOOL
DISTRICT WHERE THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OR TRUSTEES DETERM NES SUCH
SCHOOLS HAVE A SI GNI FI CANT SOUTH ASI AN POPULATI ON.

2. A QUALI FI ED SCHOOL DI STRICT, FOR PURPOCSES OF THI'S SECTION, SHALL
INCLUDE A CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT OF A CITY HAVING A POPULATI ON OF ONE
M LLI ON OR MORE | NHABI TANTS AND HAVI NG AN ASI AN POPULATI ON EQUAL TO OR
GREATER THAN SEVEN AND ONE-HALF PERCENT. THE ASI AN POPULATI ON, FOR
PURPCSES OF THI' S SECTI ON, SHALL | NCLUDE THOSE PERSONS, ADULTS AND CHIL-
DREN, WHO ARE FULLY OR PARTI ALLY OF ASI AN DESCENT AND SHALL | NCLUDE ALL
THOSE PERSONS AND ETHNI C GROUPS | DENTI FI ED AS ASI AN BY THE UNI TED STATES
CENSUS BUREAU | N THE MOST RECENT DECENNI AL UNI TED STATES CENSUS. I N THE
EVENT THAT THE STATE OF NEW YORK OR THE UN TED STATES CENSUS BUREAU
COLLECTS POPULATI ON DATA FOR THE STATE OF NEW YORK WHI CH DENOTES THE
NUMBER OF ClI TI ZENS OF ASI AN-| NDI AN, BANGLADESHI, AND SRI LANKAN DESCENT,
THEN A QUALI FI ED SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL I NCLUDE A CI TY SCHOCOL DI STRI CT OF
A CI TY HAVI NG A POPULATI ON OF ONE M LLI ON OR MORE | NHABI TANTS AND HAVI NG
A SOUTH ASI AN POPULATI ON, | NCLUDI NG ASI AN- | NDI AN, BANGLADESHI, AND SRI
LANKAN EQUAL TO OR GREATER THAN THREE PERCENT.

3. THE SCHOOL AUTHORI TI ES OF EVERY QUALI FI ED SCHOCOL DI STRI CT ARE HERE-
BY AUTHORIZED AND DIRECTED TO CAUSE ALL PUBLIC SCHOOLS W THI N SUCH
DI STRICT TO BE CLOSED ON LAKSHM PUJA, DURI NG THE FESTI VAL OF DI WALI .

S 2. Section 3604 of the education lawis anmended by adding a new
subdivision 7-c to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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7-C.  NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW FOR PURPOSES OF ANY
CALCULATI ON UNDER SUBDIVISION SEVEN OR EIGAT OF THI'S SECTION, THE
COW SSI ONER  SHALL DI SREGARD ANY REDUCTI ON RESULTI NG FROM OBSERVANCE OF
LAKSHM PUJA, DURI NG THE FESTI VAL OF DIWALI AND, |F NECESSARY, SUCH
OBSERVED HOLI DAY SHALL BE CALCULATED AS A SESSI ON DAY.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have beconme a |law, provided that any and all rules and regu-
| ati ons and any ot her neasures necessary to inplenent any provision of
this act on its effective date may be pronul gated and taken, respective-
ly, on or before such effective date.



