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STATE OF NEW YORK

5980--A
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
Novenber 6, 2013

Introduced by Sens. CRIFFO AVELLA -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Commttee on Rules -- commt-
tee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as anmended and recom
mtted to said comm ttee

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to requiring the disclo-
sure of the identity of certain entities naking expenditures for poli-
ti cal conmuni cations and providing penalties for failure to do so

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 14-100 of the election law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 12 to read as foll ows:

12. "POLITI CAL COVMUNI CATI ON' MEANS ANY PRI NT, RADI O TELEVI SED OR
| NTERNET ADVERTI SI NG BROCHURE, FLYER, POSTER, MAI LI NG OR OTHER COVMUNI -
CATI ON THAT ADVOCATES FOR OR AGAI NST A CANDI DATE, ELECTI ON, BALLOT MEAS-
URE OR | SSUE.

S 2. The election law is amended by adding a new section 14-132 to
read as foll ows:

S 14-132. POLITICAL COVMJNI CATI ON DI SCLOSURE. 1. ANY CANDI DATE OR
POLI TI CAL COW TTEE THAT MAKES AN EXPENDI TURE FOR A POLI TI CAL COVMUNI -
CATION, WHICH ADVOCATES FOR OR AGAI NST A CANDI DATE, BALLOT MEASURE,
ELECTI ON OQUTCOVE OR | SSUE, SHALL BE REQUI RED TO HAVE THE | DENTI TY OF THE
CANDI DATE OR PCLI TI CAL COW TTEE DI SCLOSED ON SUCH POLI TI CAL  COVMUNI -
CATION. THE DI SCLOSURE ON PRI NTED POLI TI CAL COVMMUNI CATI ONS, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LI M TED TO BROCHURES, FLYERS, POSTERS, MAILINGS, | NTERNET ADVER-
TI SEMENTS, SHALL BE PRI NTED OR TYPED I N AN APPROPRI ATE AND LEG BLE FORM
TO READ AS FOLLOWS: "PAID FOR BY: [ REG STERED NAME OF CANDI DATE OR PQOLI -
TI CAL COW TTEE THAT MADE EXPENDI TURE] ".

2. THE DI SCLOSURE ON NON- PRI NTED POLI TI CAL COMMUNI CATI ONS SHALL CLEAR-
LY AND PROM NENTLY DI SPLAY AND SPEAK THE FOLLOW NG STATEMENT: "PAID FOR
BY: [ REA STERED NAME OF CANDI DATE OR PCLITICAL COW TTEE THAT MADE
EXPENDI TURE]". IN THE CASE OF A POLITICAL COVMUNI CATI ON THAT | S NOT

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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VI SUAL, SUCH AS RADI O OR AUTOVATED TELEPHONE CALLS, CLEARLY SPEAKI NG THE
STATEMENT W LL SATI SFY THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON.

3. PROMOTI ONAL | TEMS THAT SUPPORT A PARTI CULAR CANDI DATE, ELECTI ON,
BALLOT MEASURE OR | SSUE AND LIM T THE CONTENT OF COVMUNI CATION TO THE
NAME, OFFICE AND BRIEF MESSAGE OF SUPPORT, SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI'S SECTI ON. PROMOTI ONAL | TEMS SHALL BE | TEMS THAT ARE
OF NOM NAL VALUE AND ARE DI STRIBUTED TO SUPPORTERS I N AN EFFORT TO
PROMOTE A PARTI CULAR CANDI DATE, ELECTION, BALLOT MEASURE OR | SSUE.
PROMOTI ONAL | TEMS | NCLUDE BUT ARE NOT LIM TED TO PENS, BUMPER STI CKERS,
YARD SI GNS, BUTTONS, SHI RTS, BAGS OR BALLOONS.

4. A ANY PERSON WHO FAILS TO MAKE A DI SCLOSURE AS REQUIRED BY THE
PROVISIONS OF TH' S SECTI ON SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A CIVIL PENALTY, NOT IN
EXCESS OF TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR EACH VI OLATI ON, TO BE RECOVERABLE I N
A SPECI AL PROCEEDI NG OR ClIVIL ACTI ON TO BE BROUGHT BY THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS OR OTHER BOARD OF ELECTI ONS.

B. ANY PERSON WHO VI OLATES THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI' S SECTI ON THREE TI MES
UPON THE OCCURRENCE OF THE THI RD VI OLATI ON SHALL BE GUI LTY OF A M SDE-
MEANOR.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



