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STATE OF NEW YORK

5972--A
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
Cct ober 28, 2013

Introduced by Sen. LARKIN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Committee on Rules -- comittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to the reduction of
hours or closure of a hospital enmergency depart nent

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section
2801-h to read as foll ows:

S 2801-H PUBLI C HEARI NG ON HOSPI TAL EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT REDUCTI ON OF
HOURS OR CLOSURE. 1. NO LATER THAN SI X MONTHS FROM RECEI VI NG A PROPCSAL
FROM A CGENERAL HOSPI TAL FOR THE REDUCTI ON OF HOURS OR CLOSURE OF AN
EVMERGENCY DEPARTMENT OF SUCH GENERAL HOSPI TAL, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL
HOLD A PUBLI C HEARI NG FOR THE PURPCOSE OF OBTAI NI NG PUBLI C | NPUT CONCERN-
NG THE ANTICl PATED | MPACT OF THE REDUCTI ON OF HOURS OR GENERAL HGCSPI -
TAL' S EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT CLOSURE ON ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE SERVI CES BY
MEMBERS OF THE SURROUNDI NG COVMUNITY, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TG,
RECI PI ENTS OF MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE FOR NEEDY PERSONS, THE UNI NSURED, AND
UNDERSERVED POPULATI ONS, AND OPTI ONS AND PROPCSALS TO AMELI ORATE SUCH
ANTI Cl PATED | MPACT. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL AFFORD COVMUNITY MEMBERS,
HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS, LABOR UNI ONS, PAYERS, BUSI NESSES AND CONSUMERS A
REASONABLE OPPORTUNI TY TO SPEAK ABOUT RELEVANT MATTERS AT SUCH COMMUNI TY
FORUM

2. A PUBLI C HEARI NG CONDUCTED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE HELD
AT A LOCATION WTH N A REASONABLE PROXIM TY TO SUCH GENERAL HOSPI TAL
EVMERGENCY DEPARTMENT SUBJECT TO REDUCTI ON OF HOURS OR CLOSURE, AND SHALL
BE ANNOUNCED NO LESS THAN TEN DAYS PRIOR TO THE DATE OF SUCH PUBLIC
HEARI NG

3.  NO HOSPI TAL EXECUTI VE BONUSES SHALL BE G VEN | N A CALENDAR YEAR I N
VWH CH A REQUEST TO REDUCE THE HOURS OR CLOSE A HOSPI TAL EMERGENCY

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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DEPARTMENT |S SENT TO THE DEPARTMENT, AN APPLI CATION IS I N THE PROCESS
OF BEI NG REVI EVED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO REDUCE THE HOURS OR CLCSE A
HOSPI TAL EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT OR | N THE CALENDAR YEAR OF AND THE CALEN-
DAR YEAR FOLLOANNG A FINAL DECISION BY THE DEPARTMENT TO REDUCE THE
HOURS OR CLOSE SUCH HOSPI TAL EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT.

S 2. Any hospital energency departnent reduction of hours or closure
pendi ng before the departnment of health shall be delayed and subject to
the provisions of section 2801-h of the public health aw, as added by
section one of this act.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



