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STATE OF NEW YORK

5965--A
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
Cct ober 23, 2013

Introduced by Sen. PERALTA -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Committee on Rules -- comittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to authorizing
the departnent of notor vehicles to issue drivers' licenses to certain
al i ens

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic law is amended by adding a new
section 503-a to read as foll ows:

S 503-A. DRIVERS' LICENSES FOR FOREI GN NATI ONALS. 1. THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL, SUBJECT TO THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI' S SECTION, | SSUE A DRI VER S
LI CENSE TO A FOREI GN NATI ONAL WHO | S AN APPLI CANT FOR A DRI VER S LI CENSE
AND WHO MEETS THE APPLI CABLE REQUI REMENTS OF THHS CHAPTER BUT WHO IS
UNABLE TO SATI SFY THE FORMS FOR PROOF OF | DENTI TY PRESCRI BED | N SECTI ON
FI VE HUNDRED TWO OF THI S ARTI CLE.

2. TOBE ELIG@BLE FOR A DRIVER S LICENSE UNDER TH' S SECTION, THE
APPLI CANT MJST:

(A) (1) PRESENT TO THE DEPARTMENT A VALI D PASSPORT | SSUED TO THE APPLI -
CANT BY H'S OR HER COUNTRY OF CI Tl ZENSHI P, A CURRENT | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD
| SSUED TO THE APPLI CANT BY THE EMBASSY OR CONSULATE I N THE UNI TED STATES
OF H'S OR HER COUNTRY OF CI TI ZENSHI P, OR A CONSULAR REPORT OF THE APPLI -
CANT' S BI RTH.

(I'l) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF ALTERNATI VE
FORMS OF | DENTI FI CATI ON TO THE | DENTI FI CATION REQUI RED UNDER SUBPARA-
GRAPH (1) OF THI S PARAGRAPH | NCLUDI NG A VALI D, UNEXPI RED MOTOR VEHI CLE
OPERATOR S LI CENSE | SSUED BY ANOTHER STATE OR COUNTRY, A VALID FOREIGN
VOTER REG STRATION CARD, A CERTIFIED COPY OF A MARRI AGE CERTI FI CATE
| SSUED W THIN THE UNI TED STATES, A CERTIFIED SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT AND A
BAPTI SMAL CERTI FI CATE OR OTHER SI M LAR DOCUMENT;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(B) SUBM T PROCOF, TO THE SATI SFACTI ON OF THE DEPARTMENT, OF AN ESTAB-
LI SHED RESI DENCY I N THI S STATE FOR AT LEAST SI X MONTHS DURING THE FIVE
YEARS PRECEDI NG THE DATE OF APPLI CATION FOR A DRIVER S LI CENSE. THE
PROOF UNDER THI S PARAGRAPH MAY | NCLUDE:

(1) DOCUMENTATI ON DEMONSTRATI NG OMNERSHI P OF OR A LEASE ON REAL PROP-
ERTY IN TH S STATE;

(1) UTILITY BILLS;
(1'11) BANK OR SI M LAR FI NANCI AL RECORDS; OR
(1V) SALARY WARRANTS; AND

(© AFFIRM TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT HE OR SHE HAS NOT BEEN CONVI CTED OF
ANY CRI ME THAT WOULD CONSTI TUTE A FELONY I N THI S STATE AND | S NOT WANTED
FOR A CRI ME THAT WOULD CONSTI TUTE A FELONY IN THI S STATE BY ANY CRI M NAL
AUTHORI TIES | N THE COUNTRY OF CI TI ZENSHI P OR I N THE UNI TED STATES.

3. EACH DRIVER S LICENSE | SSUED OR RENEVWED PURSUANT TO TH S SECTI ON
SHALL BE IN SUCH FORM AS SHALL BE DETERM NED BY THE COW SSI ONER,
PROVI DED THAT EACH SUCH LICENSE SHALL | NCLUDE NOTATI ONS ON THE FACE
THEREOF THAT:

(A) IT IS NOT A FORM OF | DENTI FI CATI ON OF THE HOLDER THAT IS ACCEPTA-
BLE FOR FEDERAL | DENTI FI CATI ON PURPCSES;

(B) IT IS NOTI A FORM OF | DENTI FI CATI ON THAT MAY BE USED TO | DENTI FY
THE HOLDER AS BEI NG ELI G BLE TO REG STER TO VOTE OR CAST A BALLOT I N ANY
ELECTI ON; AND

(C) STATES "THIS LICENSE IS | SSUED SOLELY FOR THE PURPOSE OF AUTHORI Z-
I NG THE OPERATI ON OF A MOTOR VEHI CLE".

4. I N THE EVENT THE FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF HOVELAND SECURI TY DETERM NES
A LI CENSE | SSUED PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON DOES NOT SATI SFY THE REQUI RE-
MENTS OF SECTION 37.71 OF TITLE 6 OF THE CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATI ONS,
ADOPTED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (11) OF SUBDI VI SION (D) OF SECTION 202 OF
THE REAL ID ACT OF 2005 (PUBLIC LAW 109-13), THE COW SSI ONER SHALL
MODI FY THE LI CENSE ONLY TO THE EXTENT NECESSARY TO SATI SFY THE REQUI RE-
MENT OF SUCH SECTI ON.

5. A DRIVER S LICENSE | SSUED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL NOT BE
USED AS EVI DENCE OF THE HOLDER S CI TI ZENSHI P OR | MM GRATI ON STATUS, AND
SHALL NOT BE USED AS A BASIS FOR A CRIM NAL | NVESTI GATI ON, ARREST OR
DETENTI ON I N Cl RCUMSTANCES WHERE A HOLDER OF A DRI VER S LI CENSE THAT WAS
NOT | SSUED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTION WOULD NOT BE CRI M NALLY | NVESTI -
GATED, ARRESTED OR DETAI NED.

6. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOT | SSUE A DRI VER S LI CENSE OR RENEW A DRI V-
ER S LI CENSE UNDER THI S SECTI ON | F THE APPLI CANT HAS BEEN CONVI CTED OF A
CRIME I N THE UNI TED STATES OR I N ANY OTHER COUNTRY WHI CH WOULD BE CLAS-
SIFIED AS A FELONY IN THI S STATE.

7. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REVOKE ANY DRI VER S LI CENSE | SSUED UNDER THI S
SECTI ON UPON DETERM NI NG THAT THE FOREI GN NATI ONAL |'S NO LONGER ENTI TLED
TO THE | SSUANCE OF THE DRI VER S LI CENSE.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of Cctober next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however,
that the conmm ssioner of notor vehicles shall promulgate any rules and
regul ati ons necessary for the tinmely inplenentation of the provisions of
this act on or before such effective date.



