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STATE OF NEW YORK

S. 5916 A. 8119
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
SENATE- ASSEMBLY
July 12, 2013

I N SENATE -- Introduced by Sens. PARKER, ADAMS, DI LAN, MONTGOVERY, SAMP-
SON -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be commt-
ted to the Commttee on Rul es

I N ASSEMBLY -- Introduced by M of A CAMARA -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M
of A. BARRON, BRENNAN, BROOK-KRASNY, CYMBROW TZ, ESPI NAL, JACOBS,
LENTOL, MAISEL, M LLMAN, MOSLEY, PERRY -- read once and referred to
the Committee on Health

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to creating the Brooklyn
heal th care conm ssion

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The executive law is anmended by adding a new article 49-c
to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 49-C
BROOKLYN HEALTH CARE COWM SSI ON
SECTI ON 996. BROOKLYN HEALTH CARE COWM SSI ON.
996- A. KINGS COUNTY HEALTH CARE STAKEHOLDERS COUNCI L.

S 996. BROCKLYN HEALTH CARE COWM SSION. 1. THERE | S HEREBY CREATED I N
THE EXECUTI VE DEPARTMENT, A COW SSION TO BE KNOMW AS THE "BROOKLYN
HEALTH CARE COW SSIQON," HEREAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE " COWM SSI ON',
VWH CH SHALL BE CHARGED W TH EXAM NI NG THE SYSTEM OF GENERAL HOSPI TALS,
NURSI NG HOVES, AMBULATORY AND PRI MARY CARE FACILITIES, AND MEDI CAL
SCHOOL FACILITIES IN KINGS COUNTY AND RECOMMVENDI NG CHANGES TO THAT
SYSTEM

2. THE COW SSI ON SHALL CONSI ST OF THE FOLLOW NG ELEVEN MEMBERS: (A)
ONE MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE;, (B) ONE
MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY; (C) ONE MEMBER
APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE; (D) ONE MEMBER APPO NTED
BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY; (E) THREE MEMBERS APPO NTED BY
THE KINGS COUNTY BOROUGH PRESI DENT, ONE MEMBER FROM EACH OF THE FOLLOW

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD11603- 01- 3



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 5916 2 A. 8119

I NG THREE REG ONS: () NORTH OF ATLANTI C AVENUE; (11) SOUTH AND WEST OF
FLATBUSH AVENUE; AND (I11) SOUTH OF ATLANTI C AVENUE AND EAST OF FLATBUSH
AVENUE; (F) TWDO MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE MAYOR OF NEW YORK CI TY; AND
(G TWO MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR

3. THE WMEMBERS OF THE COWM SS|I ON SHALL RECEI VE NO COMPENSATI ON FOR
THEI R SERVI CE AS MEMBERS, BUT SHALL BE ALLOWED THEI R ACTUAL AND NECES-
SARY EXPENSES | NCURRED | N THE PERFORMANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES.

4, THE COW SSION SHALL BEA N TO ACT FORTY-FI VE DAYS AFTER THI S ACT
SHALL HAVE BECOVE A LAW

5. THE COW SSI ONER OF HEALTH SHALL DESI GNATE SUCH EMPLOYEES OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AS ARE REASONABLY NECESSARY TO PROVI DE SUPPORT
SERVI CES TO THE COW SSI ON.

6. THE COWM SSI ONER OF HEALTH SHALL APPO NT: (A) ONE OR MORE REPRESEN-
TATI VES OF THE DEPARTMENT TO SERVE AS A LI Al SON BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT
AND THE COWM SSI ON; (B) ONE OR MORE REPRESENTATI VES OF THE DEPARTMENT TO
SERVE AS A LIAISON BETWEEN THE Kl NGS COUNTY HEALTH CARE STAKEHOLDERS
COUNCI L AND THE COWM SSI ON.

7. THE DI RECTOR COF THE DORM TORY AUTHORI TY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
SHALL APPO NT ONE OR MORE REPRESENTATI VES TO BE A LI Al SON BETWEEN THE
COWM SSI ON AND THE AUTHORI TY.

8. ALL DEPARTMENTS, COWM SSI ONS AND PUBLI C AUTHORI TIES OF THE STATE
SHALL BE REQU RED TO PROVIDE SUCH ASSISTANCE AS MAY BE REASONABLY
REQUESTED BY THE CHAI R OF THE COWM SSI ON.

9. IN CARRYI NG QUT I TS TASK, THE COWM SSI ON SHALL:

(A) CONDUCT A COWLETE AND COVPREHENSI VE EPIDEM OLOd CAL STUDY OF
KI NGS COUNTY'S HEALTH CARE CHALLENGES AND NEEDS;

(B) CONDUCT A COVPLETE AND COVPREHENSI VE USABI LI TY STUDY OF WHAT TYPE
AND HOW MUCH HEALTH CARE SERVI CES ARE USED BY KI NGS COUNTY'S RESI DENTS,
AND | N VHI CH HGOSPI TALS, PRI MARY CARE OR URGENT CARE FAC LI TI ES;

(C STUDY THE NEED FOR CAPACI TY I N THE GENERAL HOSPI TAL, NURSI NG HOVE,
MEDI CAL SCHOOL, AMBULATORY CARE FACI LI TIES AND SERVI CES, PRI MARY CARE
FACI LI TI ES AND SERVI CES, URGENT CARE FACILITIES AND SERVICES, PUBLIC
HEALTH CLINICS, AND HOVE/ COWUN TY- BASED HEALTH CARE SERVI CES | N EACH
REG ON OF KI NGS COUNTY;

(D) STUDY THE CAPACI TY CURRENTLY EXISTING IN SUCH SYSTEMS IN EACH
REG ON OF KI NGS COUNTY;

(E) STUDY THE ECONOM C | MPACT OF THE ECONOM C FAI LURE OF KI NGS COUN-
TY' S HOSPI TALS, MEDI CAL SCHOOL AND OTHER HEALTH CARE FACILITIES ON THE
STATE, CITY AND KINGS COUNTY ECONOM ES, | NCLUDI NG THE CAPACI TY OF THE
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM TO PROVI DE EMPLOYMENT OR TRAINING TO HEALTH CARE
WORKERS AFFECTED BY SUCH EVENTUALI Tl ES;

(F) STUDY THE AMOUNT OF CAPI TAL DEBT BEI NG CARRI ED BY GENERAL HOSPI -
TALS AND NURSI NG HOVES, AND SUCH OTHER ENTI TIES PROVI DI NG HEALTH CARE
SERVICES IN KINGS COUNTY, AND THE NATURE OF THE BONDI NG AND CREDI T
ENHANCEMENT, | F ANY, SUPPORTI NG SUCH DEBT, AND THE FI NANCI AL STATUS OF
GENERAL HGOSPI TALS AND NURSI NG HOVES, | NCLUDI NG REVENUES FROM MEDI CARE,
MEDI CAl D, OTHER GOVERNMENT FUNDS, AND PRI VATE THI RD- PARTY PAYCRS;

(G STUDY THE AVAI LABILITY OF ALTERNATIVE SOURCES OF FUNDING WTH
REGARD TO THE CAPI TAL DEBT OF ALL HEALTH CARE FACI LI TIES I N KI NGS COUN-
TY;

(H) STUDY THE EXI STENCE OF OTHER HEALTH CARE SERVI CES IN THE AFFECTED
REG ON, |INCLUDING THE AVAILABILITY OF SERVICES FOR THE UN NSURED AND
UNDERI NSURED, AND | NCLUDI NG SERVI CES PROVIDED OTHER THAN BY GENERAL
HOSPI TALS AND NURSI NG HOVES;
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(1) STUDY THE POTENTI AL CONVERSI ON OF FACI LI TIES OR CURRENT FACILITY
CAPACI TY FOR USES OTHER THAN AS | NPATI ENT OR RESI DENTI AL HEALTH CARE
FACI LI TI ES;

(J) STUDY THE EXTENT TO WHI CH A FACI LI TY SERVES THE HEALTH CARE NEEDS
OF THE REG ON, | NCLUDI NG SERVI NG MEDI CAl D RECI PI ENTS, THE UNI NSURED, AND
UNDERSERVED COVMUNI TI ES; AND

(K) STUDY THE POTENTI AL FOR | MPROVED QUALITY OF CARE AND THE RED -
RECTI ON OF RESOURCES FROM SUPPORTI NG EXCESS CAPACI TY W THI N KI NGS COUNTY
TOMRD REI NVESTMENT | NTO PRODUCTI VE HEALTH CARE PURPCSES | N Kl NGS COUN-
TY, AND THE EXTENT TO WH CH THE ACTI ONS RECOMMENDED BY THE COW SSI ON
WOULD RESULT IN GREATER STABILITY AND EFFICIENCY I N THE DELI VERY OF
NEEDED HEALTH CARE SERVI CES FOR A COVMUNI TY.

10. THE COW SSI ONER OF HEALTH AND THE DI RECTOR OF THE DORM TORY
AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK MNAY SUBM T ADDI TI ONAL RELEVANT
FACTORS TO BE CONSI DERED | N THE DELI BERATIONS OF THE COW SSION.  THE
COMM SSI ON SHALL ALSO ADCPT ADDI TI ONAL FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED IN I TS
DEL| BERATI ONS, FROM AMONG A LI ST OF SUCH FACTORS SUBM TTED BY THE KI NGS
COUNTY HEALTH CARE STAKEHOLDER S COUNCI L.

11. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL ALSO SUBM T TO THE COWMM SSI ON SUCH | NFCRIVA-
TI ON AS MAY BE AVAI LABLE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ON GENERAL HOSPI -
TAL AND NURSI NG HOME CAPACI TY, SERVI CES AND BEDS, AVAI LABILITY OF PRI MA-
RY AND AMBULATORY CARE SERVICES, AND CURRENT NUMBER OF BEDS I N SUCH
FACI LI TI ES, | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIMTED TGO, | NFORVATI ON FROM

(A) OPERATI NG CERTI FI CATE FI LES;

(B) I NSTI TUTI ONAL COST REPORTS;

(©) FACILITY OCCUPANCY REPORTS;

(D) ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE CERTI FI CATE OF NEED PROGRAM AND

(E) THE STATEW DE PLANNI NG AND RESEARCH COOPERATI VE SYSTEM

12. RECORDS SUBM TTED TO THE COWM SSI ON OR ANY COW TTEE THEREOF SHALL
NOT' BE SUBJECT TO DI SCLOSURE PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE SI X OF THE PUBLI C COFFI -
CERS LAW UNLESS THE RECORD WOULD BE A PUBLIC RECORD BEFORE BEING
SUBM TTED TO THE COW SSI ON.

13. IN CARRYING OQUJT ITS TASK, THE COW SSION SHALL ALSO FORMALLY
SOLI ' T RECOVMENDATI ONS FROM HEALTH CARE EXPERTS, COUNTY HEALTH DEPART-
MENTS, COMVUNI TY- BASED ORGANI ZATI ONS, STATE AND REG ONAL HEALTH CARE
| NDUSTRY ASSCCI ATI ONS, LABOR UNIONS AND OTHER | NTERESTED PARTIES AS
BROADLY AS | T CONSIDERS | T NECESSARY AND PROPER, AND I T SHALL TAKE | NTO
ACCOUNT SUCH RECOMMVENDATI ONS AND THE RECOMMENDATI ONS OF THE KI NGS COUNTY
HEALTH CARE STAKEHOLDERS COUNCI L DURI NG | TS DELI BERATI ONS. | N DEVELOPI NG
| TS RECOMVENDATI ONS, THE COW SSI ON SHALL AS FAR AS PRACTI CABLE ESTI MATE
THE | MPROVEMENT | N QUALITY OF CARE, FI NANCI AL STATUS OF THE HGOSPI TALS,
AND ALL OTHER EFFI Cl ENCI ES THAT MAY BE DERI VED FROM RECONFI GURATI ON OF
THE KI NGS COUNTY HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

14. THE COW SSI ON SHALL BE FI NI SHED WTH I TS STUDY AND ANALYSI S AND
PROVI DE | TS RECOMVENDATI ONS, ALONG W TH SUGGESTED LEG SLATI VE AND EXECU-
TIVE ACTION, [|NCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO | NFRASTRUCTURE | NVESTMENTS,
AND REFI NANCI NG OF EXI STI NG DEBT OF GENERAL HOSPI TALS I N  KINGS COUNTY,
BY DECEMBER 1, 2013.

15. THE COW SSI ON AND | TS DELI BERATI ONS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO ARTI CLE
SEVEN OF THE PUBLI C OFFI CERS LAW THE COWMM SSI ONERS SHALL BE CONSI DERED
PUBLI C OFFI CERS.

16. THE COW SSI ON SHALL ADOPT I TS BYLAWS ON OR BY | TS SECOND MEETI NG

S 996-A KINGS COUNTY HEALTH CARE STAKEHOLDERS COUNCI L. 1. THERE IS
HEREBY CREATED AS PART OF THE COMM SSION A COUNCIL TO BE KNOMW AS THE
"KI' NG5S COUNTY HEALTH CARE STAKEHOLDERS COUNCI L" HEREAFTER REFERRED TO AS
THE "COUNCIL", WHI CH SHALL CONSI ST OF THE FOLLOW NG NI NE MEMBERS: (A)
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THREE MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE KINGS COUNTY BOROUGH PRESIDENT, ONE
MEMBER FROM EACH OF THE FOLLOW NG THREE REG ONS; (1) NORTH OF ATLANTIC
AVENUE; (11) SOUTH AND WEST OF FLATBUSH AVENUE; AND (IIl) SOUTH OF
ATLANTI C AVENUE AND EAST OF FLATBUSH AVENUE; (B) THREE MEMBERS APPO NTED
BY THE GOVERNOR, ONE MEMBER FROM EACH OF THE FOLLOW NG THREE REG ONS:
(1) NORTH OF ATLANTIC AVENUE; (I1) SOUTH AND WEST OF FLATBUSH AVENUE;
AND (I11) SOUTH OF ATLANTI C AVENUE AND EAST OF FLATBUSH AVENUE; AND (C)
THREE MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE MAYOR, ONE MEMBER FROM EACH OF THE
FOLLOWNG THREE REG ONS: (1) NORTH OF ATLANTIC AVENUE; (I1) SOUTH AND
VEST OF FLATBUSH AVENUE; AND (111) SOUTH OF ATLANTI C AVENUE AND EAST OF
FLATBUSH AVENUE.

2. THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L SHALL RECEI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR THEI R
SERVI CE AS MEMBERS.

3. THE COUNCI L SHALL BEG N TO ACT FORTY-FI VE DAYS AFTER THI S ACT SHALL
HAVE BECOVE A LAW

4. THE COUNCI L SHALL HAVE AT LEAST THREE PUBLI C MEETINGS DURI NG THE
EXI STENCE OF THE COVM SSI ON. EACH MEETI NG SHALL BE HELD I N A DI FFERENT
REG ON OF KI NGS COUNTY.

5. THE COUNCI L SHALL DEVELOP RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR THE COW SSION W TH
REGARD TO RECONFI GURING KINGS COUNTY'S SYSTEM OF GENERAL HOSPI TALS,
NURSI NG HOVES, AMBULATORY AND PRIMARY CARE FACILITIES, AND MEDI CAL
SCHOOL FACI LI TI ES.

6. | N DEVELOPI NG RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR THE COWM SSI ON, THE COUNCI L SHALL
FOSTER DI SCUSSI ONS AMONG, AND CONDUCT FORMAL PUBLI C HEARI NGS W TH REQUI -
SITE PUBLIC NOTICE TO SOLICI T | NPUT FROM LOCAL STAKEHOLDER | NTERESTS,
| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO COMWUNI TY- BASED ORGANI ZATI ONS, HEALTH CARE
PROVI DERS, LABOR UNI ONS, PAYERS, BUSI NESSES AND CONSUMERS.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



