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STATE OF NEW YORK

5854
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 18, 2013

Introduced by Sen. FARLEY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Rul es

AN ACT relating to studying the econom c inpact of public libraries and
public library systens in New York state

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Study of the economi c inpact of public libraries and public
library systens. The enpire state devel opment corporation, in consulta-
tion with the state education departnent, shall conduct a study on the
econonic inpact of public libraries and public library systems in New
York state. Such study shall include, but not be Iimted to, the follow
i ng:

a. The return on investnent New York state and | ocal governnents
receive frompublic libraries and public library systenmns;

b. The direct, indirect, and induced econonmic inpact of all public
l'ibrary expenditures on the state and | ocal econom es;

c. An exam nation of the resources, services, and prograns provided to
library patrons for career devel opnent;

d. An exam nation of the resources, services, and prograns provided to
current and prospective business owners; and

e. An anal ysis of public library systens and the val ue they provide
to public libraries.

S 2. For the purposes of this act, the following terns shall be
defined as foll ows:

a. "public library" shall nean any public or association library,
ot her than professional, technical or public school library, established

for free public purposes by official action of a municipality or
district or the legislature, where the whole interests belong to the
public; the term"association” |ibrary shall be construed to nmean a
library established and controlled, in whole or in part, by a group of
private individuals operating as an association, closed corporation or
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as trustees under the provisions of a will or deed of trust; and the
term"free" as applied to a library shall be construed to nean a library
mai ntai ned for the benefit and free use on equal ternms of all the people
of the community in which the library is |ocated.

b. "public library systent shall nean:

(1) Alibrary established by one or nore counties.

(2) A group of libraries serving an area including one or nore coun-
ties in whole or in part.

(3) Alibrary of a city containing one or nore counties.

(4) A cooperative |library system established pursuant to section 255

of the education law, the plan of library service of any of which shal
have been approved by the comm ssioner of the department of education.

S 3. The enpire state devel opnent corporation shall conduct such study
at | east once every five years beginning on January 1, 2015. Such study
shall be provided to the governor, the speaker of the assenbly, the
tenporary president of the senate, the chair of the assenbly |ibraries
and education technol ogy conmttee, and the chair of the senate select
committee on libraries. Such study shall also be posted on the New York
state library's website.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



