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STATE OF NEW YORK

5757
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 12, 2013

I ntroduced by Sens. HANNON, YOUNG -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be commtted to the Cormttee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to regi stered dental
hygi eni sts

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdi vision 1 of section 6606 of the education |aw, as
anended by chapter 437 of the laws of 2001, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. The practice of the profession of dental hygiene is defined as the
performance of dental services which shall include renoving cal careous
deposits, accretions and stains fromthe exposed surfaces of the teeth
whi ch begin at the epithelial attachment and applying topical agents
i ndicated for a conplete dental prophylaxis, renoving cenment, placing or
renmoving rubber dam renoving sutures, placing matrix band, providing
pati ent education, applying topical nedication, placing and exposing
DI AGNOSTI C DENTAL X-ray filns, perform ng topical fluoride applications
and topical anesthetic applications, polishing teeth, taking nedica
history, charting caries, taking inpressions for study casts, placing
and renoving tenporary restorations, admnistering and noni t ori ng
nitrous oxide analgesia and adm nistering and nonitoring local infil-
tration anesthesia, subject to certification in accordance with section
sixty-six hundred five-b of this article, and any other function in the
definition of the practice of dentistry as my be delegated by a
licensed dentist in accordance wth regulations promnulgated by the
commi ssioner. The practice of dental hygiene may be conducted in the
office of any licensed dentist or in any appropriately equi pped schoo
or public institution but nmust be done EI THER under the supervision of a
l'i censed dentist OR, |IN THE CASE OF A REG STERED DENTAL HYG ENI ST WORK-
ING FOR A HOSPITAL AS DEFINED IN ARTI CLE TWENTY-EI GHT OF THE PUBLI C
HEALTH LAW PURSUANT TO A COLLABORATI VE ARRANGEMENT W TH A LI CENSED AND

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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REG STERED DENTI ST WHO HAS A FORMAL RELATI ONSHI P W TH THE SAME HOSPI TAL
| N ACCORDANCE W TH REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED BY THE DEPARTMENT I N CONSUL-
TATION WTH THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. SUCH COLLABORATI VE ARRANGEMENT
SHALL NOT OBVIATE OR SUPERSEDE ANY LAW OR REGULATI ON WHI CH REQUI RES
| DENTI FI ED SERVI CES TO BE PERFORMED UNDER THE PERSONAL SUPERVI SION OF A
DENTI ST. WHEN DENTAL HYG ENE SERVI CES ARE PROVI DED PURSUANT TO A COLLA-
BORATI VE AGREEMENT, SUCH DENTAL HYQ ENI ST SHALL | NSTRUCT | NDI VI DUALS TO
VI SIT A LI CENSED DENTI ST FOR COVPREHENSI VE EXAM NATI ON OR TREATMENT.

S 2. Section 6608 of the education |aw, as amended by chapter 300 of
the laws of 2006, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 6608. Definition of practice of certified dental assisting. The
practice of certified dental assisting is defined as providing support-
Ive services to a dentist in his/her performance of dental services
authorized wunder this article. Such support shall include providing
patient education, taking prelimnary nedical histories and vital signs
to be reviewed by the dentist, placing and renoving rubber dans, select-
ing and prefitting provisional crowns, selecting and prefitting ortho-
donti c bands, renoving orthodontic arch wires and ligature ties, placing
and renoving matri x bands, taking inpressions for study casts or diag-
nostic casts, renoving periodontal dressings, and such other dental
supportive services authorized by the dentist consistent wth regu-
| ations promulgated by the comm ssioner, provided that such functions
are perfornmed under the direct personal supervision of a |I|icensed
dentist in the course of the performance of dental services. Such
services shall not include diagnosing and/or perform ng surgical proce-
dures, irreversible procedures or procedures that would alter the hard
or soft tissue of the oral and nmaexillofacial area or any other proce-
dures determned by the departnent. The practice of certified dental
assisting may be conducted in the office of any licensed dentist or in
any appropriately equi pped school or public institution but nust be done
under the direct personal supervision of a licensed dentist. Direct
per sonal supervision, for purposes of this section, means supervision of
dental procedures based on instructions given by a licensed dentist in
the course of a procedure who remains in the dental office where the
supportive services are being perforned, personally diagnoses the condi-
tion to be treated, personally authorizes the procedures, and before
di sm ssal of the patient, who remains the responsibility of the Iicensed
dentist, evaluates the services perforned by the dental assistant. Noth-
ing herein authorizes a dental assistant to performany of the services
or functions defined as part of the practice of dental hygiene in
accordance w th the provisions of subdivision one of section sixty-six
hundred six of this article, except those functions authorized pursuant
to this section. Al dental supportive services provided in this section
may be perforned by currently registered dental hygienists El THER under
a dentist's supervision, as defined in regulations of the comm ssioner,
OR, |IN THE CASE OF A REQ STERED DENTAL HYG ENI ST WORKI NG FOR A HOSPI TAL
AS DEFI NED I N ARTI CLE TWENTY- El GHT OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW PURSUANT TO
A COLLABORATI VE ARRANGEMENT W TH A LI CENSED DENTI ST I N ACCORDANCE W TH
SUBDI VISION ONE OF SECTION SI XTY-SI X HUNDRED SI X OF TH' S ARTI CLE. SUCH
COLLABORATI VE ARRANGEMENT SHALL NOT OBVI ATE OR SUPERSEDE ANY LAW OR
REGULATI ON  WHI CH REQUI RES | DENTI FI ED SERVI CES TO BE PERFORMED UNDER THE
PERSONAL SUPERVI SI ON OF A DENTI ST.

S 3. Subdivision 10 of section 6611 of the education |aw, as anended
by chapter 65 of the laws of 2011, is amended to read as foll ows:

10. [Beginning January first, two thousand nine, each] EACH denti st
AND REG STERED DENTAL HYG ENI ST WORKI NG FOR A HOSPI TAL AS DEFINED IN
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ARTI CLE TVENTY-EI GHT OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW WHO PRACTI CES | N COLLAB-

ORATI ON W TH A LI CENSED DENTI ST shall becone certified in cardiopul no-

nary resuscitation (CPR) from an approved provider and thereafter main-

tain current certification, which shall be included in the nandatory
hours of continuing education acceptable for dentists to the extent

provided in the commi ssioner's regulations. In the event the dentist OR
REG STERED DENTAL HYAd ENI ST cannot physically perform CPR, the commi s-

sioner's regulations shall allow the dentist OR REQ STERED DENTAL
HYG ENI ST to nake arrangenents for another individual in the office to
adm nister CPR Al dental facilities shall have an automatic external

defibrillator or other defibrillator at the facility.

S 4. This act shall take effect January 1, 2015, provided that effec-
tive imediately, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or
regul ati on necessary for the inplenmentation of such sections on the
effective date of this act are authorized and directed to be nmade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.



