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STATE OF NEW YORK

5684
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 4, 2013

Introduced by Sen. KLEIN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Comnmttee on Cities

AN ACT to anend the adm nistrative code of the <city of New York, in
relation to New York city transit omni bus safety requirenents

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The occupation of driving an omni bus
avai l abl e to the general public has becone iIncreasingly dangerous to bus
drivers enployed by the New York City Transit Authority and its subsid-
iaries. There has been an increase in the nunber of bus drivers who have
beconme victinms of assaults, verbal attacks, spitting, nenacing and
threats at the hands of bus riders. Unlike the work environnent of tran-
sit enployees deployed on the subway trains, there is no discernible
police presence on these buses, and the driver is relatively defensel ess
whil e operating a bus on a congested urban street, agai nst an aggressive
bus passenger seeking to harm him or her.

The legislature finds that a safety partition between the bus drivers
and the passengers on the vehicle can be an effective deterrent to any
harm being inflicted on the transit worker. Such partitions have been
highly effective in protecting taxi cab and livery car drivers from
aggressive acts by passengers inside their vehicles. A simlar require-
ment protecting bus operators should be equally effective and woul d
pronote public safety for the riding public on mass transit surface
vehi cl es.

The legislature also finds that current energency contmuni cation proto-
cols of the New York Gty Transit Authority and its subsidiaries are not
operating at an optinmum efficiency level. Nearly all buses are currently
equi pped with a silent alarm nechanismwhich alerts the transit authori -
ty's conmand center that an energency exists and also with a GPS device
whi ch can apprise the command center of the location of the bus. Mre
meani ngful 1 nformation and nore inportantly, a nore tinely intervention
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by first responders and transit supervisors, could be conveyed if the
two existing devices worked in tandemw th one another. That the ener-
gency al arm be synchroni zed with the GPS device so that when it is acti-
vated it can simultaneously convey the |ocation of the bus sounding the
alarm The legislature finds these two comobn sense initiatives can
significantly inprove the safety on mass transit buses operating within
New York city at a very nobdest cost.

S 2. The administrative code of the city of New York is anended by
addi ng a new section 10-171 to read as foll ows:

S 10-171 NEWYORK CITY TRANSI T OWI BUS SAFETY REQUI REMENTS. A. DEFI -
NI TIONS. 1. THE TERM "OWNI BUS" OR "BUS' SHALL MEAN A MECHANI ZED VEH CLE
PROVI DI NG MASS TRANSI T SURFACE SERVI CE TO THE PUBLI C OANED, OPERATED OR
LEASED BY THE NEW YORK CI TY TRANSIT AUTHORITY OR ONE OF ITS SUBSID
| ARl ES.

2. THE TERM "PARTITION' SHALL MEAN AN "L" SHAPED ENCLOSURE AROUND A
BUS OPERATOR, CONSI STING | N WHOLE OR I N PART OF PLEXI GLASS AT LEAST ONE
INCH | N THI CKNESS OR SOVE OTHER RI G D TRANSPARENT SUBSTANCE OF EQUAL OR
GREATER STRENGTH, THAT WLL HAVE A H NGED DOOR OPENI NG TO THE RIGHT OF A
SEATED BUS OPERATOR TO ALLOW FOR EASY | NGRESS AND EGRESS.

3. THE TERM "SI LENT EMERGENCY ALARM' SHALL MEAN A DEVI CE CURRENTLY I N
USE ON OWNI BUSES DEPLOYED BY THE NEW YORK CI TY TRANSI T AUTHORI TY AND I TS
SUBSI DI ARI ES THAT WLL ALLOW A BUS OPERATOR TO SURREPTI TI QUSLY ALERT THE
COWAND CENTER OF SUCH TRANSI T AUTHORI TY OF A Cl RCUMSTANCE OR CONDI TI ON
CONSTI TUTI NG AN EMERGENCY | N THE JUDGVENT OF THE OPERATOR.

4. THE TERM "BUS GPS DEVI CE" SHALL MEAN A DEVI CE CURRENTLY IN USE ON
OWI BUSES DEPLOYED BY THE NEW YORK CITY TRANSIT AUTHORI TY AND I TS
SUBSI DI ARI ES, THAT WHEN ACTI VATED, CAN | MPART THE EXACT LOCATI ON OF THE
OWI BUS TO THE COMVAND CENTER OF SUCH TRANSI T AUTHORI TY.

5. THE TERM "TRANSI T AUTHORI TY" SHALL MEAN THE NEW YORK CI TY TRANSI T
AUTHORI TY AND ANY OF I TS SUBSI DI ARIES OPERATING SURFACE MASS TRANSIT
VEH CLES W THI N NEW YORK CI TY.

B. THE TRANSIT AUTHORI TY SHALL NOT ACQU RE OR PUT | NTO SERVI CE ANY
OWI BUS AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THIS SECTION, WHICH IS NOT EQUI PPED
W TH A PARTI TI ON DESI GNED AND SUFFI Cl ENT TO PROTECT THE OPERATOR OF SUCH
OWI BUS FROM ATTACKS ON H'S OR HER PERSON AND | S ALSO EQUI PPED W TH AN
EASY TO ACCESS SI LENT EMERGENCY ALARM TO THE COMMAND CENTER OF SUCH
TRANSIT AUTHORITY WHI CH WHEN ACTI VATED, W LL SI MULTANEOQUSLY CAUSE THE
BUS GPS DEVI CE TO SIGNAL THE PRECI SE LOCATION OF THE OWI BUS EM TTI NG
THE SI LENT EMERGENCY ALARM

C. WTH N ONE YEAR OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON, THE TRANSI T
AUTHORI TY SHALL RETROFI T ONE- FI FTH OF THE TOTAL OWNI BUSES | T DEPLOYS FOR
MASS TRANSI T SERVICE W THI N NEW YORK CI TY WTH A PARTI TI ON, AND FOR EACH
CONSECUTI VE YEAR THEREAFTER A LI KE PERCENTAGE OF | TS BUS FLEET SHALL BE
RETROFI TTED W TH A PARTI TI ON, SO THAT UPON COVPLETI ON OF THE FI FTH YEAR
AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON THE ENTI RE FLEET OF OWN BUSES
OPERATED BY THE TRANSIT AUTHORITY SHALL HAVE A PROTECTI VE PARTI TI ON
| NSTALLED TO PROTECT THE BUS OPERATOR. DURING ANY YEAR WHEN ONLY A
PARTI AL NUMBER OF BUSES ARE EQUI PPED WTH A PARTI TI ON, DECI SI ONS TO
DEPLOY BUSES EQUI PPED W TH SUCH BARRI ERS ON ANY ROUTE OF THE TRANSIT
AUTHORI TY W LL BE MADE BY THE BUS OPERATI ON ACTI ON COMM TTEE I N ORDER TO
PRI ORI TI ZE DEPLOYMENT ON THE ROUTES THAT HAVE HI STORI CALLY BEEN THE MOST
DANGEROUS TO BUS OPERATORS.

D. WTH N ONE YEAR OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON, THE TRANSI T
AUTHORI TY SHALL RETROFI T ONE- HALF OF THE TOTAL OWNI BUSES | T DEPLOYS FOR
MASS TRANSI T SERVI CE W THI N NEW YORK CI TY WTH A SI LENT EMERGENCY ALARM
THAT IS SYNCHRONI ZED WTH ITS EXISTING BUS GPS DEVICE SO THAT THE
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LOCATI ON OF A BUS EM TTI NG THE ALARM | S | MVEDI ATELY KNOAN BY THE COWVIVAND
CENTER OF THE TRANSIT AUTHORI TY, AND IN THE NEXT CONSECUTI VE YEAR THE
REMAI NDER OF THE FLEET OF OWNI BUSES OF THE TRANSI T AUTHORI TY SHALL BE SO
EQUI PPED.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



