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STATE OF NEW YORK

5621
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 29, 2013

Introduced by Sen. ADAMS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Aging

AN ACT to anend the elder law, in relation to establishing the office
for caregiver advocates, a support network for relatives who act as a
primary caregiver for an older adult relative

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The elder lawis anmended by adding a new section 224 to
read as foll ows:

S 224. OFFI CE FOR CAREG VER ADVOCATES. 1. THE DI RECTOR |S HEREBY
AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED, TO THE EXTENT APPROPRI ATI ONS ARE AVAI LABLE
THEREFOR, TO DEVELOP AND ESTABLI SH AN OFFI CE FOR ADULT CAREG VER ADVO
CATES FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVI DI NG SUPPORT SERVI CES TO RELATI VES WHO ACT
AS A PRI MARY CAREG VER FOR AN OLDER ADULT RELATIVE. THE PRI MARY PURPCSE
OF SUCH OFFI CE SHALL BE TO PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON AND EDUCATION TO ADULT
RELATI VE CAREAQ VERS AS THEI R RELATI VE TRANSI TI ONS | N THE AG NG PROCESS.

2. DEFINITIONS. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON:

(A) "ADULT RELATIVE CAREQ VERS' SHALL MEAN ANY RELATI VE OF AN ELDERLY
ADULT WHETHER BY BLOOD OR MARRI AGE WVHO (I) IS EI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR
OLDER, AND (I1) LIVES WTH THE ELDERLY ADULT, OR (I11) PROVI DES CAREQ V-
ER SERVI CES FOR THE ELDERLY ADULT BECAUSE THE ELDERLY ADULT IS NO LONGER
ABLE TO CARE FOR THEMSELVES | N WVHOLE OR | N PART BECAUSE OF THEI R AGE.

(B) "CAREG VER SERVICES' SHALL |INCLUDE BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO (I)
VERBAL REM NDI NG, PHYSI CAL CUEI NG OR SUPERVI SI ON, (I1) PROVI DI NG ASSI ST-
ANCE W TH ACTI VI TIES OF DAILY LIVING I NCLUDI NG EATI NG, TO LETI NG TRANS-
FERRI NG BATHI NG DRESSI NG AND MAI NTAI NI NG CONTI NENCE.

(© "ELDERLY ADULT" SHALL MEAN AN | NDI VIDUAL WHO | S SI XTY YEARS OF AGE
OR OLDER WHO | S UNABLE TO PERFORM AT LEAST TWD ACTIVITIES OF DAILY
LI VI NG W THOUT SUBSTANTI AL HUMAN ASSI STANCE.

3. THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE OFFICE FOR CAREG VER ADVOCATES MAY
| NCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT LIMTED TO (A) THE CREATION OF CAREd VER ADVO

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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CATES RESOURCE CENTERS BY LOCAL OFFI CES FOR THE AG NG I N NEW YORK STATE,
(B) TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE AND TRAI NI NG FOR ADULT RELATI VE CAREG VERS, (O
| NFORMATI ON AND REFERRAL FOR ADULT RELATI VE CAREG VERS, (D) ASSI STANCE
TO ADULT RELATIVE CAREG VERS | N GAI NI NG ACCESS TO AVAI LABLE SERVI CES,
(E) COUNSELI NG TO ADULT RELATIVE CAREA VERS |IN NMAKING DECISIONS AND
SOLVI NG PROBLEMS RELATI NG TO THEI R CAREAQ VI NG ROLES, AND (F) THE PUBLI -
CATI ON AND DI SSEM NATI ON OF PRI NTED MATERI AL RELATED TO SERVI CES AVAI L-
ABLE TO ADULT RELATI VE CAREG VERS AND THE ELDERLY ADULTS THEY CARE FOR.
S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



