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STATE OF NEW YORK

5530
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 16, 2013

Introduced by Sen. BALL -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to establishing the offense
of fal se pretense

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "catfish e-personation protection act of 2013".

S 2. The penal law is anended by adding a new section 190.22 to read
as foll ows:

S 190. 22 FALSE PRETENSE.

1. A PERSON IS GULTY OF FALSE PRETENSE, WHEN HE OR SHE KNOW NGLY AND
W THOUT CONSENT | MPERSONATES ANOTHER PERSON THROUGH OR ON AN | NTERNET
VEBSI TE OR BY OTHER ELECTRONI C MEANS FOR THE PURPCSES OF HARM NG, | NTI M
| DATI NG THREATENI NG OR DEFRAUDI NG SUCH OTHER PERSON.

2. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON:

(A) AN | MPERSONATI ON | S CREDI BLE | F ANOTHER PERSON WOULD REASONABLY
BELIEVE OR DID REASONABLY BELIEVE THAT THE DEFENDANT WAS OR | S THE
PERSON WHO WAS | MPERSONATED.

(B) "ELECTRONI C MEANS' SHALL |INCLUDE THE ACCESSING OF AN E-MAIL
ACCOUNT, OR AN ACCOUNT OR PROFILE ON A SOCI AL NETWORKI NG | NTERNET
VEBSI TE | N ANOTHER PERSON S NAME.

FALSE PRETENSE | S A CLASS D FELONY.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of Novenber next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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