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STATE OF NEW YORK

5520--A
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 16, 2013

Introduced by Sen. G PSON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Health -- commttee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to authorizing |ong
termantibiotic treatnment for certain patients with Lynme di sease

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health lawis anended by adding a new article

27-1 to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 27-1
TREATMENT OF LYME DI SEASE

SECTI ON 2798- A. DEFI NI Tl ONS.

2798-B. DI AGNOSI S AND TREATMENT OF LYME DI SEASE.

S 2798-A. DEFINITIONS. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTION, THE FOLLOW
| NG TERVM5S SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

1. "BOARD' MEANS THE NEW YORK STATE BOARD FOR PROFESSI ONAL MEDI CAL
CONDUCT;

2. "LYME DI SEASE" MEANS THE CLI NI CAL DI AGNCSI S BY A PHYSICIAN OF THE
PRESENCE IN A PATIENT OF SIGNS AND SYMPTOVS COWPATI BLE W TH ACUTE
| NFECTI ON W TH BORRELI A BURGDORFERI, OR WTH LATE STAGE OR CHRONIC
| NFECTION W TH BORRELIA BURGDORFERI, OR W TH COWPLI CATI ONS RELATED TO
SUCH AN | NFECTI ON. "LYME DI SEASE" | NCLUDES | NFECTION WHICH MEETS THE
SURVEI LLANCE CRITERIA SET FORTH BY THE US CENTERS FOR DI SEASE CONTROL
AND PREVENTI ON (CDC), BUT ALSO | NCLUDES OTHER ACUTE AND CHRONI C MANI FES-
TATI ONS OF SUCH AN | NFECTI ON AS DETERM NED BY THE PHYSI Cl AN;

3. "PHYSI Cl AN' MEANS PERSONS LI CENSED PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE ONE HUNDRED
THI RTY- ONE OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW BY THE BOARD;

4. "THERAPEUTIC PURPCSE" MEANS THE USE OF ANTI BI OTI CS TO CONTROL A
PATI ENT' S SYMPTOVS DETERM NED BY THE PHYSI Cl AN AS REASONABLY RELATED TO
LYME DI SEASE AND | TS SEQUELAE;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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5. "LONG TERM ANTI Bl OTI C THERAPY" MEANS ADM NI STRATI ON OF ORAL, | NTRA-
MUSCULAR OR | NTRAVENOUS ANTI BI OTI CS, SINGLY OR | N COVBI NATI ON, FOR PERI -
ODS OF GREATER THAN FOUR WEEKS.

S 2798-B. DIAGNCSIS AND TREATMENT OF LYME DI SEASE. (A) A LI CENSED
PHYSI Cl AN MAY PRESCRI BE, ADM NI STER OR DI SPENSE LONG TERM ANTI BI OTI C
THERAPY TO A PATIENT FOR A THERAPEUTI C PURPCSE THAT ELI M NATES SUCH
| NFECTI ON OR CONTROLS A PATI ENT' S SYMPTOVS UPON MAKI NG A CLINICAL DI AG
NOSI S THAT SUCH PATI ENT HAS LYME DI SEASE OR DI SPLAYS SYMPTOMS CONSI STENT
WTH A CLIN CAL DI AGNCSI S OF LYME DI SEASE, PROVI DED SUCH CLI NI CAL DI AG
NOSI S AND TREATMENT ARE DOCUMENTED | N THE PATI ENT'S MEDI CAL RECORDS BY
SUCH LI CENSED PHYSI Cl AN.  NO PHYSI Cl AN SHALL BE SUBJECT TO DI SCI PLI NARY
ACTI ON BY THE BOARD SOLELY FOR PRESCRI BI NG ADM NI STERI NG OR DI SPENSI NG
LONG TERM ANTI BI OTI C THERAPY FOR A THERAPEUTI C PURPCSE FOR A PATI ENT
CLI NI CALLY DI AGNOSED W TH LYME DI SEASE, |F SUCH DI AGNOSI S AND TREATMENT
PLAN HAS BEEN DOCUMENTED IN THE PHYSICI AN S MEDI CAL RECORD FOR THAT
PATI ENT.

(B) NOTHING IN THI' S SECTI ON DENIES THE RIGHT O THE BOARD TO DENY,
REVOKE, OR SUSPEND THE LI CENSE OF ANY PHYSI Cl AN OR DI SCI PLI NE ANY PHYSI -
ClAN WHO PRESCRIBES, ADM NI STERS, OR DI SPENSES LONG TERM ANTI Bl OTI C
THERAPY FOR A NON THERAPEUTI C PURPOSE, OR WHO FAILS TO MONI TOR THE ONGO-
| NG CARE OF A PATI ENT RECEI VI NG LONG TERM ANTI BI OTI C THERAPY, OR WHO
FAI LS TO KEEP COVPLETE AND ACCURATE ONGO NG RECORDS OF THE DI AGNCSI S AND
TREATMENT OF A PATI ENT RECEI VI NG LONG TERM ANTI Bl OTlI C THERAPY.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



