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STATE OF NEW YORK

5493
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 16, 2013

Introduced by Sen. GRIFFO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on H gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to enacting the health
care professional transparency act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "health care professional transparency act".

S 2. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 6511-a to
read as foll ows:

S 6511- A, HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONAL TRANSPARENCY. 1. DEFINITIONS. FOR
PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON:

A.  "ADVERTI SEMENT" MEANS ANY COVWUNI CATION OR STATEMENT, WHETHER
PRI NTED, ELECTRONI C OR ORAL, THAT NAMES THE HEALTH CARE PRACTI TIONER I N
RELATI ON TO H'S OR HER PRACTI CE, PROFESSI ON, OR I NSTI TUTI ON I N WHI CH THE
INDIVIDUAL |S EMPLOYED, VOLUNTEERS OR OTHERW SE PROVI DES HEALTH CARE
SERVI CES. ADVERTI SEMENT | NCLUDES BUSI NESS CARDS, LETTERHEAD, PATI ENT
BROCHURES, E- MAIL, | NTERNET, AUDI O AND VI DEO AND ANY OTHER COVMUNI CATI ON
OR STATEMENT USED I N THE COURSE OF BUSI NESS.

B. "DECEPTIVE'" OR "M SLEADING' MEANS, BUT IS NOT LIMTED TO, ANY
ADVERTI SEMENT OR AFFI RVATI VE COVMUNI CATI ON OR REPRESENTATI ON  THAT
M SSTATES, FALSELY DESCRIBES, HOLDS OUT OR FALSELY DETAILS THE HEALTH
CARE PRACTI TI ONER S PROFESSI ON, SKILLS, TRAI NI NG, EXPERTI SE, EDUCATI ON,
BOARD CERTI FI CATI ON OR LI CENSURE.

C. "HEALTH CARE PRACTI TI ONER' MEANS A PERSON WHO | S LI CENSED, CERTI -
FI ED OR REA STERED PURSUANT TO THI S TI TLE.

2. ADVERTI SEMENT REQUI REMENTS. A. AN ADVERTI SEMENT FOR HEALTH CARE
SERVI CES THAT NAMES A HEALTH CARE PRACTI TI ONER MUST | DENTI FY THE TYPE OF
LI CENSE HELD PURSUANT TO THE DEFI NI TI ONS UNDER THI S SECTI ON. THE ADVER-
TI SEMENT SHALL BE FREE FROM ANY AND ALL DECEPTI VE OR M SLEADI NG | NFORNMA-
TI ON.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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B. A MEDI CAL DOCTOR OR DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE MAY NOT HOLD
ONESELF QUT TO THE PUBLI C I N ANY MANNER AS BEI NG CERTI FI ED BY A PUBLI C
OR PRI VATE BOARD, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO A MULTI D SCl PLI NARY
BOARD, OR "BOARD CERTIFIED, " UNLESS ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG CRI TERI A ARE
SATI SFI ED:

(1) THE ADVERTI SEMENT STATES THE FULL NAME OF THE CERTI FYI NG BOARD.

(2) THE BOARD El THER:

(1) 1S A MEMBER BOARD OF THE AMERI CAN BOARD OF MEDI CAL SPECI ALTI ES OR
THE AMERI CAN OSTEOPATHI C ASSOCI ATI ON; OR

(1) REQUI RES SUCCESSFUL COWPLETI ON OF A POSTGRADUATE TRAI NI NG PROGRAM
APPROVED BY THE ACCREDI TATI ON COW SSI ON FOR GRADUATE MEDI CAL  EDUCATI ON
OR THE AMERI CAN OSTEOPATHI C ASSOCI ATI ON THAT PROVI DES COVPLETE TRAI NI NG
I N THE SPECI ALTY OR SUBSPECI ALTY CERTIFIED, FOLLONED BY PREREQUI SITE
CERTI FI CATION BY THE AMERI CAN BOARD OF MEDI CAL SPECI ALTI ES OR AMERI CAN
OSTEOPATHI C ASSOCI ATION BOARD FOR THAT TRAINING FIELD AND FURTHER
SUCCESSFUL COWPLETI ON OF EXAM NATION I N THE SPECI ALTY OR SUBSPECI ALTY
CERTI FI ED.

C. A HEALTH CARE PRACTI TI ONER PROVI DI NG HEALTH CARE SERVICES IN THI S
STATE MJST CONSPI CUOUSLY POST AND AFFI RVATI VELY COMMUNI CATE THE PRACTI -
TIONER S SPECI FI C LI CENSURE | N ACCORDANCE WTH THI'S SECTION. THIS SHALL
CONSI ST OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) THE HEALTH CARE PRACTI TI ONER SHALL WEAR A PHOTO | DENTI FI CATI ON
NAME TAG DURI NG ALL PATI ENT ENCOUNTERS THAT SHALL | NCLUDE (1) THE PRAC
TITTIONER S NAME; (I1) LARGE BOLD LETTERI NG WHI CH SPECI FI ES THE TYPE OF
LI CENSE HELD BY THE PRACTI TIONER; AND (I111) THE EXPI RATI ON DATE OF THE
LICENSE. THE NAME TAG SHALL BE OF SUFFICIENT SIZE AND BE WORN I N A
CONSPI CUOUS MANNER SO AS TO BE VI SI BLE AND APPARENT; AND

(2) THE HEALTH CARE PRACTI TI ONER SHALL DI SPLAY IN H'S OR HER OFFICE A
DOCUMENT THAT CLEARLY | DENTI FIES THE TYPE OF LI CENSE HELD BY THE HEALTH
CARE PRACTI TIONER. THE WRI TI NG SHALL BE OF SUFFICIENT SIZE SO AS TO BE
VI SI BLE AND APPARENT TO ALL CURRENT AND PROSPECTI VE PATI ENTS.

D. A HEALTH CARE PRACTI TI ONER WHO PRACTI CES | N MORE THAN ONE OFFI CE
SHALL BE REQUI RED TO COWLY W TH THESE REQUI REMENTS |IN EACH PRACTICE
SETTI NG

S 2. Section 6509 of the education |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 15 to read as foll ows:

(15) FAILING TO COWLY W TH ADVERTI SEMENT AND | DENTI FI CATI ON REQUI RE-
MENTS PURSUANT TO SECTI ON SI XTY- FI VE HUNDRED ELEVEN-A OF THI S ARTI CLE.

S 3. Section 6530 of the education |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 50 to read as foll ows:

50. FAILING TO COWLY W TH ADVERTI SEMENT AND | DENTI FI CATI ON REQUI RE-
MENTS PURSUANT TO SECTI ON SI XTY- FI VE HUNDRED ELEVEN-A OF THI S TI TLE.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



