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STATE OF NEW YORK

5343--A
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 16, 2013

Introduced by Sen. GOLDEN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Social Services -- comit-
tee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recom
mtted to said comm ttee

AN ACT to amend the social services law, in relation to directing the
of fice of tenporary and disability assistance to prepare a report
concerning low incone custodial parents' requirenent to show good
cause for a refusal to seek child support as a requirenent for receiv-
ing safety net assistance; and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The | egislature hereby finds that
certain parties allege that paragraph (ii) of subdivision 6 of section
158 of the social services law requiring |ow incone custodial parents to
actively seek child support from non-custodial parents or show good
cause as to why he or she cannot seek child support, as a condition of
eligibility for fam |y assistance, constitutes such an extrene disincen-
tive to many individuals in need of such assistance and as such they
fail to pursue needed assistance. The legislature finds that this is a
serious allegation, and declares its intent to obtain information as
speedily as possible fromthe state agencies involved in order to take
appropriate action.

S 2. The social services |law is anmended by adding a new section 159-a
to read as foll ows:

S 159-A. REPORT CONCERNI NG SAFETY NET ASSI STANCE AND GOOD CAUSE FOR
FAI LURE TO SEEK CHI LD SUPPORT. 1. THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND DI SABI LI TY
ASS| STANCE, SHALL SUBM T A REPORT TO THE TEMPORARY PRESIDENT OF THE
SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE CHAI RS OF THE SENATE COWM TTEES
ON SOCIAL SERVICES, AND CHI LDREN AND FAM LIES AND THE CHAIRS OF THE
ASSEMBLY COW TTEES ON SOCIAL SERVICES, AND CH LDREN AND FAMLIES

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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CONCERNI NG | NFORVATI ON RELATED TO GOOD CAUSE FOR REFUSAL TO COOPERATE
W TH THE REQUI REMENTS OF PARAGRAPH (I11) OF SUBDIVISION SIX OF SECTION
ONE HUNDRED FIFTY-EIGAT OF THI'S TI TLE AND THE REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED
THEREUNDER, | N CONNECTION W TH APPLI CATI ONS FOR SAFETY NET ASSI STANCE
PURSUANT TO THI S TI TLE. SUCH REPORT SHALL BE SUBM TTED AS SOON AS
POSSI BLE BUT | N ANY CASE NOT LATER THAN DECEMBER THI RTY- FI RST, TWD THOU
SAND Sl XTEEN. SUCH REPORT SHALL PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON ON THE FOLLOW NG
FOR THE PRECEDI NG CALENDAR YEAR, OR FOR THE NEAREST MEASURABLE TWELVE
MONTH PERI OD, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TGO

(A) THE NUMBER OF | NDI VI DUALS THAT APPEAR TO BE ELI G BLE TO APPLY FOR
SAFETY NET ASSI| STANCE;

(B) THE NUVMBER OF APPLI CANTS FOR SAFETY NET ASSI STANCE;

(C©) THE NUMBER OF DENI ALS FOR SAFETY NET ASSI STANCE;

(D) THE NUVMBER OF APPLI CANTS WHO HAVE CLAI MED GOOD CAUSE FOR REFUSAL
TO COOPERATE | N SEEKI NG A CHI LD SUPPORT ORDER OR ORDERS;

(E) THE NUMBER OF APPLI CANTS FOR WHOM THERE HAS BEEN A FI NDI NG THAT
GO0D CAUSE EXI STS FOR REFUSAL TO COOPERATE;

(F) THE NUMBER OF APPLI CANTS FOR WHI CH THERE HAS BEEN A FINDI NG THAT
GO0D CAUSE FOR REFUSAL TO COOPERATE DOES NOT EXI ST;

(G THE NUMBER OF APPLI CANTS FOR WHOM THE FI NDI NG OF GOOD CAUSE FOR
REFUSAL TO COOPERATE |'S DUE TO AN | NDI CATI ON OF THE PRESENCE OF DOVESTI C
VI OLENCE; AND

(H THE NUMBER OF APPLI CANTS FOR WHOM THE FI NDI NG OF GOOD CAUSE FOR
REFUSAL TO COOPERATE IS DUE TO ANOTHER REASON OTHER THAN DOVESTI C
VI OLENCE, AND THOSE REASONS.

2. THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE SHALL DI RECT ALL
COUNTIES I N THE STATE TO FORWARD TO THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND DI SABI L-
I TY ASSISTANCE, WTH N TH RTY DAYS OF THE DATE OF THE REQUEST, SUCH
| NFORMATI ON AS THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE DEEMS
NECESSARY TO ACCOWPLI SH THE DI RECTI VES OF THI' S SECTI ON. ALL COUNTI ES SO
DI RECTED SHALL COWPLY W TH THE REQUEST.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately and shall expire and be
deened repealed April 1, 2017.



